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remains 
elusive 

PRESIDENT Hosni Mu- 
barak detailed y^terday 
imblemadc issues b^we^ 
the Pdesthuans aod Israelis, 
saying the two sides are the 
only ones cap^le of solr- 
ing them, reports Nevine 
KhnUL 

Addressiug Nadona} 
Democratic Par^. paila- 
mentarians for over two 
boura, Mdnrak outluied 
three scumbling blocks in 
Pialestinian-Isradi oego- 
tiadcms on Israeli re- 
depUsynienc in the West 
Bank town of Hdaon. The 
first, Mubarak said, was the 
Israeli pn^josal ^ grandng 
Israeli police the nghi of 
**hot pursidir into Pal- 
estinian tenitofiea in emer- 
^ncies or dme of dangff. 
**71iis would anoul the ftl- 
estinian Audiofi 9 *s sov- 
ereignly over hs Imdi'* Mn- 
baraksud. 

. The second p wu t at issue 
is the IsneE pn^nsal cf 
closiiig A}-5bnhada~ Street 
in Hebron, which is fre- 
quented by iewish settfers, 
to F^Jesdnian vehitdes. “If 
the-stcees is dosedL Hdveo 
•wtil be iBte«uB ipfuefr^ 
Hdmm on one »de aod a 
PalesdnuD H^ron on the 
other,” MubarA cjcpiUii^ 
"How can Israel stop Pal- 
esanians from cramnudi^ 
on their own land?” 

The thin) is aooAer laae- 
0 proposal that PalesdniaD 
police oddng in joiiit 

patrols with dieir Israeli 
cousteipaits should go uo- 
aimed. **The Isradi soltfiers 
would cany arms, - but die 
Palesdnians would only be 
allowed batonsr be s«d. 
**It’s impossible.” 

Mubarak said tha Egy^ 
is not required to fiad ^ 
temadve proposals for the 
Palesdnians. Iwcause soI»’ 
dons Ee in their own hand^ 
but its role is to facUitatt 
and support their dedshras. 

He added dial the forces 
woriang against peace ap- 
peal to have woo so' far, 
judging by dte deatflbck in 
the peace process. 

Mnharak also said he 
does not expect d« US to 
intensify its role 'ini die 
peace process until nest 
Februaiy or Marehi 

Cable to BHi 

PRESIDENT Hosni Mu- 
barak sent a cable to US 
President BOi -Clinton, oos- 
gratuladng him on- his re- 
elecdon fra- a secc^ teim 
in the White House, For- 
eign Mwikaef Amr .Mousse 
told ' reptwters yesterday. 
Moussa went on to express 
hope thtf die' US wouM 
play an even more acdve 
rale m Middle 8ast 'peao^' 
making following the re- 
eltfdon of Preadent BUI 
ClmtOL 

"We hqpe "and we are 
confidein dial Elgyptun- 
American coopMui io n for 
peace will gain in stiMgth 
ra diat'die movement to- 
ward a just pern can be 
consolidated.” 

In contrbi 

RUSSIAN leader Boris 
Yehsin his pres- 

idendal powers and cmitrut 
of the nuclear bunou barely 
24 hours after delegating 
them to Prime Minister Vic* 
tor ebamnnyrifin. ' Tl» 
Kremlin anncMmced' ye^ 
leiday the president was 
covering rapidly from bis 
innqte l^pass heart sur- 
geiy «HMi told Cbeiy 
nomyidin during a 15 - 
nrinute meeting yest erdy 
that he wooM soon resume 
fill] worid^ schedule. 

US car^ofeG^ Mkhael 
DeBatey who oversaw the, 
operation, said five by- 
passes were perfonaed on 
Yeltsin's Uocked aiteiiK 
ffitrtwg the seven-bour SIH*- 
gcry Tuesday and be 
should fiiDy lecovBC whfam 
six to weeks. 


Harbours unparalleled 

oeopaira. taname adoramg sundry the place Where Cleopatra’s barge, like a burnished throne”, was moored has at last been identified poseidon. on one man-made pier to 


; panphernaEa, was tbe tutel^ god- 
dess oft-mvol^ at die 3 Nowmber 
press confereoce- in .which Franck. 

' Goddxodisdosed the results of l^ar- 
. ebaetdogieal survey .of Aleatandiia's 
Eastern Harbour. 

Opiaation "Cleopatra *96" yielded 
a series accurate mq>s, the first (tf 

their kind, of submerged sites in -the 
Eastern Harbour dut.sboold allow for 
a le-evahnuioti of previous hypodi- 
.eMabouttheiopo^iqdiyoftbePtol- 
eones* c^ritaL 

The rites in the portion the East- 
ern Harbour suveyed — qh 
praxhttuely from toddem'day Sil- 
sildi Promooroty to p«ti 1 A ^cation. 

— have long subrnaged. In ad- 

(filion to suorideoce H was, suggests 
GochEoii a.m^or eaitiiqoate. in 365. 

AD. foOpu^ 1^ a tidal wave, diat de- 
stroyed tinn. 

Piwhrined m o^tii ffld legend — 
from Plotardt to WfMhetb Taylor via 
Shake^ieare — die sites haw longnt- 
tracred adyeomrers and sdimars 
alike. Previous schedars drew hypo- 
thetical m^ of Ptolemaic AJex- 
andiia's .Po^ Magnus and its edi- 
fices based on contemporary 
dese rip tions and the glitnppA of ruins 
pos^de before pumped setrage mud- 
died the water... Of descripSihs fay 
rbuBHfal wri te s . ^ tiMiM npott 
. by Strabo, triio vhsbed Egypt some 
five years afiidr Geopacra's deadi, ^ 
jpeais io. have the greatest io- 
iliKnce on rii^ recoosiructioiis. 

Descriinig die Eastern Harbour 
from vamage prant of the vqya^ 

oiriimig by sea. Stzabo identifies die 
Phsoa L^bdioiise} to die right 
,apd:<^9Bl4|gbias (Qf.w^difhc.in^' 
snafe Silald ftonoiiBDry is sE &8t . 
is -yiriUe todayl'to. the left. He men- 
tions tbe rpyal palaces oo Lo- * 
duas. Ife ^ 0 ^ of "tire taaiixxu tbs 
was drig lqr the heind of man and is hidden from view, die 
pivM B proper^ of the kn^; of Antiixhodos. "an irie ly- 
ing die aitifidal harboor. which has both a priace 

and a small loBhoiir”, and the Posadinm. "an elbow of 
' hmd” cm vriuch dre Temple ttf Posddcn stands. It ^ 
dtts dbow. be says, that "Antony added a causeway pro- 
jecting still furdter. and cm tbe .extremity of it bmlt a royal 
loite winch be criled Timotuum". TUs. we ate told by 
S(c»io and Phnarefa, was after his defeat at Actiom when, 
forsri^-by his fiiends and aOegedly betrayed by Cle- 
opatra, he retuniecl m Alexandria, wanting to emiitatB 
confitniedn M saadnope.T!riiocidgAdi ca iu ni . 

In die 19th oadury oomjuled by Mahmoud Pasha 
EI-Fal^ the Ude print followed by later eartograpben 

— the idendficatiem of anriem streets was based cm ex- 
cavatkms, die ootfines.of subnieiged tamdmaife on clas- 


in an underwater sunrey. Hala Halim reports on this, and other discoveries, disclosed last week 





rWln»to firn divw- tmlcKrig a PColiTMCr marhl«» frmalg hgad; map .diiwring Hrg mfaniprggd sites: % aphinx (ptOtaBimKtesyollhet^'TlFviMiiia^) 


sical descriptions. In the maps of Nerouesos and Bom. 
srooiig others, tbe royal harbcxir is rendered m die form of 
a hhoios (or chest) located at the bue of Cape Lochias 
where it joins the nunnland, The maps all placx Antir- 
riiodoa off Ope Lodiias, and place the PcKeidiuiu pe- 
ninsula widi die Timcmhim to the west. 

. In. a 1992 ptelinniiaiy surv^ of the Eastern Hoibour 
Goddk) used electronic sewnding lectmiques but electric 
.currents from tbe modem oqt confused die data, though 
"at least h told us wboe ncx to look”. Tlus s uia aer, howr 
ever, Goddio emplco'^ a "^eiei^ global poritionhig 
system (D-GPS)” a tedudque wluch — diroagb saullite 
and a lad-based porition — allows chvera to position and 
dm a given loation to widnn 30cm. Amoag the most 
^Kctacular finds in Che maps that emerged are the contours 
of Cape lAchus and the slupe of the t^ral hsbocr. 


lixaied further north dian previously thought, tbe royal 
bartxnir nuns out not to be chest -shap^ but composed of 
two haons demamaied by a long {wr of limestone and 
iDonar aiid a smaller inner dyke. This, speculates Otxidio. 
squares with Strabo's descr^on of the royal harbour as 
being "dug by tbe hand of man" and "hidden from view". 
Asked about tbe functions of the two individual basins, 
Goddio ceotatively suggested that "tbe older basin may 
have accommodaled die naval Oeet while the inner one 
would have been for royal galleys.” 

In light of die ftzKSngs the Poseidium pounsiila aod the 
island of Antinhodos bm also been tep^tioned, the for- 
mer being closer to Cape Lochias than early mapmakera 
subjected, die laner fortiaer to the west Columns, cspiials, 
sptinxes and stames strewn on the limestone pavement of 
the p*Trin<iii» are thought to be vestiges of the Temple of 


the east of the peninsula were lead in- 
gois, apparemly ready to be loaded 
ooCD a ship, seeming to confirm the 
tfaeMy the suboKisioD of the site 

was precipitated by a sudden dis- 
aster. To the west of tbe peninsula, 
on another man-made pier, the team 
found slriis of rock a^ ced greniis 
columns — tbe rite, they arguol, of 
tbeTlmonium. 

The team identified the island of 
Antirrhodos as facing tbe west of the 
peninsula. A forest of huge granite 
columns in tbe centre of tbe iriand, 
together with blocks inscribed in 
himglypfaics indicates that this may 
have bMD the locadoo of Pmleinaic 
palaces. Aod among the less antique 
finds on Andiifaodos was the wre^- 
age of a Second World War aero- 
plane lying atop the reEcs of Qe- 
opatra's palace. 

WhDe artefacts have yet to be folly 
studied, the main aim of the survQr, 
Goddio stresses, was to map the con- 
tours of rites. One reservation, how- 
ever, has been expn^ed about the 
mape » a great remains be- 
neath the sand and the surv^ should 
not be considered exhaustive until 
that has been removed. This, 
Goddio says, is already on the cards. 

A maifaeroatician by training, God- 
dio's credentials for tbe survey have 
been questioued. But be has previous 
experumce in underwater ar- 
cb^logy. notably excavating a 
Spanish galleon submerged off the 
Philippiiies, and does not claim to be 
an expert on Ptolemak archaeology. 

"My rok Is to net up die rigis ex- 
pedition with top exp^ in the fkid 
and act-as cAef d'orebesttrJ' In the 
survey, funded by tbe HU.TI Foun- 
dation. Goddio called upon the ex- 
pertise of marine biologist Hassan 
B-Baima. and aichaeolc^ists Fawzi 
E|..Fakhaiani and Aziza Said of Alexandria Univerriiy. 

Professor Mustafa El-Abbadi. author of The Ltfe and 
Faie of the Ancient Library of Alexandria, expressed 
mixed reactions about tbe survey. quesDoning not loca- 
tion of the Timonium but its very existence. 

Given that Antony retreated in dtsanay in 31BC, and 
killed himself in 30BC, El-Abbadi argues that it is un- 
likely that be would have had lime to build tbe *n- 
moniuiiL "Strabo was a {xppagandist for the Romans so 
we need uoi take tbe Tlmomuro theory seriously." As for 
the mqiiring of tbe royal harbour, be has nctiung but ibe 
Inkiest praise. "To be able to locate it to this de gr e e of 
cenaimy, and to discover that its location is further 
North than bad been thought — with all tbe dykes and 
the conqxffiientB of a harbour, is a wonderful addition to 
our knowledge.” 


MGaetonlSSB 
Pcrt_Alev£.!x!na 


Clinton yawned into office 

Tarek EkTablawy discovers the most surprising thing about the 1996 
US presidential election was that anyone stayed awake to wak^h it 


It was an dectioo that began with tittle fan- 
fare — ' and, s omewhat approp ria tely, ended 
on Tuesday witii even less. Aiw mud- 
jtiinghig diar tfareatened to taint me pro- 
early im in the C3nHcm-Dc4e rape 
for. the Wfahn Ho^ never truly materi- 
alised' — : Eke foe pre^pt^fing en-- 

dmsiagni of foose attending the allMUgfat 
'Section gak hosted die US Embassy in 

Cano's Matrioa HbieL 
' Forbeaerarfbrw6tsB,^ekctioia1soow 
over. And-iris.!iiine tiian obvious tbat Dole 
got off -CD foe wro^ foot, perii^ becai^ 
as a yoi^ AmeitiOT burioesanas at tbe 
party noted, "bis ofoer one was always in his 

- mb^”.foi)MtedoqoenttBmis,6iieanal^ 
eiqdah^ ^ Dote ujisc because he not 
.ribk to galvanise pQpnJar support cin-any <Kie 

. issue. EomqDiic prosperi^ and satisfoctirai 
' nrith die qnrii^ tif war lives' was anrufairr 
Teastm cii^foc.vtay Ameiic»is were so Idt 
tern on re-eketing CEoton. But whatever the 
reason, aS' Bob Woodward, the Pufit^ 

Prize winning jouzni^ from foe Wbshbi^- 
ron Azri rcoriked, "Tbe only surprise is 
there was no surpise” CEntoo is, fer - 
tile second and final time, meridehL fiaving 

- woo dose fo SO per .cent m foe votes 
D^captared41 percent 

By datra, jud^tig by the qijdause. from 
the few stro^ecs left at foe pre^, vfoo.es- 
cbe wed the vwan:^' and-ctamort of berith 
• and home, kitii and IdB, to listeo to tbe pun- 
dps pontificate' via fivd CNN anid CNBC 
bireadcasts,-dns announoeineDi was not w- 
pdrii^ Tbor lade of eifouriasin, fostnxbing 
' as it may be,'D0Detfades8. reflects foe 
elKBnare*s|aevdein.EDOoddiifoi^ - 
but this gatwpaign (orily 49'per cent ' : 

. of eEgiUe voteis cast, foexr ballots, 
tbelowestkvel since 1924). 

. in a series of informal pons oon- . 

by AI-Mram WedcN at foe . 
endows wfahe and bine gda ' 

^rir.sorisDcs revealed tint the ina- ' 

. jority'- of those surveyed about tbe . . 

outcome of the eketiems were uot 

Overfy-hnpressed Whh .foe fact- foal An ntgM at the Mnrrintt 

Cfiuoo B foe first Deioocraticpii^ . • 

idem since Ranklin I>. Roosevelt' to . 

- win coiBecDizve .ze-dectfon. Nor, An that. 
nwBtwp , uieie th^ psiiculaily pleased with 

foe choice nude. They were, how- 

eva-, impRped.wkh die decor aod tbe-bur^ 

'acre. Of those pdkd, 68 per eairsaid they. 

. ftr Ofo^ and.26 per cent for Ook. 


Bui, of tiiat 68 per cent, 59 per cent adautted 
that diey voted for Clinton, not because foey 
^reed wifo lus peptics, bat because, "be 
was the ksaeref two evils.” 

Some, were qi^ to ptnne out dial the 1 996 
riHTipmgii was devtnd of issues, substance 
and emt mud^R^i^ In short, sad one 
member oTtbe US mflitaiy, "ft was boring” 

Othera were a little more subde. "Faced 
with chooring be tw een two candidates like 
diese,” srid doe irate American who wished 
to ramain anonymous, "Td rather reoouoce 
my citizBBSl^” 

The over 75 Egyptian-Americau voters at 
foe party were equally and sanioiucally 
quixotic. In another infoonal WeeUy polt 
roughly 70 per cent of them said they v<Ked 
for Dole — mainly because of his promised 
15 ptf .oem across-the-board tax cut But 
wbm' asked vfoo they fooaghi: would win, 
the answer was a resounding, if somewhat 
dismayed, "Cbinum". 

- Even b^ore foe paiQr dragged on into tbe 
earty boms of foe morning, foe Americans 
and Egyptians in attendance were rii^nly 
subdued, exfaitnting tittle of the mirfo and 
excitement usually associated with long- 
awahed poll results. Instead, they were dU- 
cussing a variety of issues such as the bands 
perfommig, the food bring served (die pasta 
ga rnered rave reviews), Uk lack of inqxirted 
beri and whether die Klmgons on foe hit TV 
show. Star Trek: The Next Generation, real- 
ly were the strongest alien creatures in the 
umvei«. However, when pulled aside, they 
were more dmi fonhrig^ iu their stace- 



mritts — especially when it came to basfaine 
CEntoo. Dole and foe two-pany politic^ 

system. 

"CEnian has dumgied his views througbout 
his presidaicy,'' said Joshua Pines, an AUC 
So, wbai does that say about his 


diaracto', integrity aod kadership abSzties? 
"Oh, I never foouglu be bad any lo b^in 
iridi." Joshua, mridenially, voted for Dote. 

*No man can be for eveiythiiig, against 
oothln^ still oiake decistons,” said 
Wade, a young man inaebed to the em- 
bassy. Dok or Climra? "May foe better 
man win,” be said before waUdug off. 

Foreiguers at foe pcoty were as perpkxed 
and friMraisd as the Americans. "As a for- 
eigner, I’ve seen noihiag that distinguishes 
one candidate from tbe other,” said Sean 
from New Zealand. "But di^ elections 
have ^xteo so much poNicity that 1 know 
more about them than the ones io my own 
couittty." 

Voter coaftiskm and apathy, however, 
coupled with tbe fact that Dole, as Megan, a 
3S-year-old housewife pm it, "did not 
present hinwelf as a leuer,” was of tre- 
mendous benefit to Ctinioo. 

But, forced to make do wifo whai foey 
have, foe votas, by now a link more cheer- 
ful afkr a few Stella Locals, ^aeed cam- 
prign finance refoim, tbe avironmeni, wel- 
rare airi bipanisaosfaip at tbe top dieir list 
of dreams for Clinton's second term. Od^ 
enough, during a live Woiidoet sasellitB Enk 
beew^ Cairo and WasbingtOfi, Elesnor 
Qift. a semor Newsweek ear- 

respondent, poioc^ out that it is precisely 
kinds of initiatives fovi Ctimon wiO 
tackle. "During his second term, there will be 
no rig, bold itto” 00 his agenda, said Clift. 

More likely than not. be wilL instead, ap- 
proach foe issue of weUlBre in a piecemeal, 
bipartisan manner, toting such ban- 
oers as education ^ public job pn^ 
grammes to aid destitute mofoera. To 
be^ rim impletDest these plans, be 
will nun uj Congress, which after the 
elections, is stiD kd by the Re- 
publicans in both bouses. Cootrary to 
popular belief, Clinton, it is bung 
claimed, does not reaDy want a Dem- 
ocratic Congress wuise members 
wfll eventually veer away from CUn- 
too's policies as foe 1998 Ongres- 
aonal ejections draw near. Why? 
"Because Cliaton calls himself a 
Deanoout, but be's really a doset- 
Republican,'' said Nancy, a disgruntled 
Ctinton-Gore supporter. "He'd rather deal 
with a de-faoged Gmgiich than tackle an ea- 
ger Gephardt who hu piesideitial aqiira- 
□OQStffaiSO^'' 
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Progress report 

AT A MEETING on Tuesday, Prime 
Minister Kamal El-Ganzouri Meftd 
oppositian party leaders, or their 
representatives, on dre goveimnent's 
eSbrts to qteed tqt economic 
development and give a push to 
economic refimiL 

The .meeting, on the eve of a new 
padiamentaiy was the duid 
between EI-Ganzouri, who Ibnned 
his eabbet in Janoaiy, and the 
opp(«tioiL Represented at the 
meeting were die Nasserist, 
Tg flammn, Wafd, Labour, liberal, 
Umma, Social Justice, Yoi^ 
and the Democratic Unionist parties. 

According to Information Mniister 
Safwat El-Sb^, El-Ganzouri said 
that under successive five-year 

economic ptwnK, 1.8 millioo feddans 
of land have been reclaiined for 
agriculture and 19 mdostrial cities 
esiablidied while oude oil 
production rose from 32 million tons 
in 1982 to 45 million tens in 1996. 

^-Ganzoori also ^Imned to the 
oppoation an ambitious project to 
d^elop a string of oases in the 
Western Desert, ofEcially dubbed 
the New Valley, by an 

irrigation to channel water 
from the Nile river. And as a result 
of economic reform agreements with 
die International Monetaiy Fund, 
Egypt has been forgiven $24.5 
billion in foreign wbts, El-Ganzouri 
said. 

Spealdng for die Islamistroiiemed 
Labour Party, Dr Uilmi Murad 
demanded that meetings between tfae 
prime minister and the opposition 
sbCMild be hdd at shorter intervals. 
Mustafii Kaiul Murad, leader of die 
Liberal Party, si^gested that a 
meeting should be held once every 
three mrinths- 
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Mubarak and Assad rule out Madrid II 


PRESE)ENT Hosni Mubarak and Syria’s Hafez 
Al-Amad told laaei on Mond^ dot it diould not 
feel threatened by mililary manoeuvres taking 
pboe in neigliboimng Arab couzmies. Mnbaiak 
sto p ped over in Damascus on his way back home 
firm the Groq) of 15 summit in Harae, capital of 
Zimbabwe. FoUouing talks at Damascus aiiport, 
Assad defended Syria’s right to bold militsiy ma- 
noeuvres at a joint news confidence. "Evoy may 
has the ri^ to hold militazy exerases,** Assad 
said, **but the Israelis interpreted these moves in 
another way.” 

Israel, which had ended its own exercises in the 


Golan Hei^ris 10 d^ earlier, strongly objected to 
die Syrian nianoeuvres as well as troop movements 
inLdbanoiL 

Mubarak, likewise, expressed surprise that Israel 
feh concern for die tnop movements and Egypt’s 
Badr ’96 war games in September. ”Ali the armies 
in die world cany out manoeuvres and tninmg so 
as to zemam in sbspt,*" Mubarak Israel should 
know diat exerdses are imt mtended lo mean mil- 
itaiy operations, Mulaiak added. 

Elotti «t«n agreed that the temiB of the 

1991 hfladrid conference, which initiirtBd the peace 
process, should not be altered. ”Our positioD is that 


diae is DO need for a Madrid Q becanse diis means 
that we have to begin from zero,” Mubarak said. 
“Just because there are obstacles we [shouldn't] 
call for Madrid Q and go back to square one.” 
Mubarak a^ed diat those who *^sk for peace 
and together are asking for the inmossible. 
There is no ahemative to the principle of [trading] 
land-fbr-peace.” Assad said Madrid II was 
enggiMdt^ by die Israelis to cancel Madrid L 
‘'The only option is the nzqilementation of what 
was agreed upon,” Mubarak said, ”and there is no 
other proposaL” He cautioned that if agreements 
are not mqilemeDted, confidence in the peace {no- 


cess will be ghairwi. “Even odieis who signed tie^ ^ 
ties suqiect that [Israel] asay begm to abrogate 
th ose agreements,” be warned. ‘'Ibis is veiy daae. 
goous.” • . 

Mubarak agam bnisbed aside specnlation that 
there will be an Arab summit so(^ djecTar n^ the re 
is no “grave danger^ vriiicb warrants a conference 
at such a high leveL 

Assad said he could not second guess wbedwr 
the US role will change after the prwidential elec- 
tions, but said that US President Bill Clmton *^wa8 
honourable in handling tfae peace prooess over Ifae 
past few years.” 


Ganzouri gets tough 

As the government imposed tougher penalties for construction offences, a week-long search for survivors and bod- 
ies buried under the debris of a collapsed building In Heilopoiis was called off. Shaden Shehab reports 



Joint exercises 

EGYPTIAN and American transports 
staged SO sorties on Tnmdi^ to 
redeploy troops and vehides from one 
afr foice to mother at tbe start of die 
secoaid stage of the joint Iron Cobra 
exercise. In aH, 1,000 troops and ISO 
vdiicles were transported by Egyptim 
C-130’s and Amencan 0141*8. The 
Egyptian tzanqiaits st^d 35 sexties 
and tbe Americans IS. 

Drag haul 

SECURITY authorities on Tuead^ 
seized SO kflogtammes of heroin and 
about l^a tem of haslutii in what 
was described as tiie largest ever haul 
of drugs smu^ed into Ifae countiy. 

The narcotics were seized after they 
were dropped from a boat near tfae 
soutfacxn Sea port of Noweiba. 

Police exchanged ^ with fee 
rningglcni — five ^yptians and a 
Jofdanimi — but they manned to 
esaq y hxto nd^ibouting mountsina in 
Ifae SinaL At least mie of fee 
traffideers was believed to have been 
rryured. 

The dniga were said to have a street 
value of LES6 millkm. 


Hopes were abandoned that sur- 
vivors and more bodies might still 
be buried under the ddiris of a ool- 
I^jsed building in Helkqiolis, mid a 
w^-kmg search of fee rubble was 
called off last Sua^y. A total of 65 
bodies had been lecovered by rescue 
WQiimts from tfae ddnis of tfae 13- 
stor^ huildiB^ wfaidi 

oolhmsed on 27 October. At least 22 
people, mcludteg two young wom- 
», one ^yptian and one American, 
wto jpent 36 boms buried logetiier 
under fee moand of nibble, snr^dved 
tiie disaster. 

^ As tfae nation mr^wru-^ fee vidana 
of the tragefy. Prime Minister Ka- 
wMit £l.Gaiizouri toed tfae slate of 
amecgeatcy feat has been in force 
since 19S1 to issue a ‘mardal order*, 
inqiasnig toi^her penalties for oou- 
struction vialations. 

Ganzouri set a minmuim of five 
years’ nn|iiw^rn^Hi^ and a maxi- 
mum of sevn, for feUare to meet 
the tgrftmrai specificaticos of de- 
sign, siqierviaian or constmetion or 
feflure to conqily wife frie construo- 
tion plans <n the of which tiie 

buikfeig Ucenoe was issued. If tfae 
famlfeug coD^nea entirely or partly 
or becomes dQsfridated as a result of 
these violmions, tfae pimifement is 
raised to a mni iH i mn of seven years 
wife hard labour. If fee violation ce- 
sutts in tiie deafe of one person or 
more, or tiie injury of more titan 
three peraons, die offeodos wili be 
punished by a mimmiim of ]Q yens’ 
imprisoninmt wife tod Iribour. 

The martial mder also set a mini- 
mum senteoce of coe year's nn- 
prisuuiiieut for altentions or 

adding extra floors without ob- 
t^ing a UcencB. And, frx tiie first 
fene, these ptimshrogits were made 
qiplicdile to moint^ial oflBcials 
wbo turn a blind qye to sodi viola- 


tions m addition to tiie ownen of tiie 
hniiHifig and its consbuetion en- 
^neecs. 

Tbe order was issued in cespmise 
to tiie national outcry against those 
re^xmsible for tin Heliopolis dis- 
aster, to tin slatmiog in- 
etease m constnietioo violmions. 
The owner of tiie eoUqised buildmg, 
Raouf ^liHssa Ibrahin^ has beeo 
tained on ehnges of adding tbe tep 
five floors witiiout a peanzL Ihree 
constmetion eng m e ei a were also ar- 
rested for cairriDS renovarion 
wmk on tin ground fUxb, allege^ 
causing one of tiie pillars supporting 
the builfeiig to crack. Altiux^ a 
cmmiuttee of professors of construc- 
tion engineering has not yet released 
its rqxKt on & cames of tbe col- 
kqie^ ff im h im tmd fee thtoc en- 
gmeeis lim been oflBdsUy dunged 
wife mazBlangiiter. 

Rescue wofeen, iiy teams 

from Gennsay, J^ian and Hungary, 
called off die search after all hopes 
of finding other bodies in die rums 
laded. The Japanese team, using 
high-tedi detectors, had earlier con- 
cluded fee rubble contained no 
survivors. Most of tiie recovered 
bodies were in tbe stairwell area, 
which became known as die “deafe 
trqp”. Some were locked togetiier, 
iDcluding that of a mofeer boldir^ 
her dead baby. 

Among tbe dead bodies leoovered 
were tbe wife and tinee children of 
Lutfi Mous^ a dtplomat wife die 
Saudi Arairian Embassy in Cairo. 
Moossa accompanied die bodies mi 
a special plane, sent last Fd^ by 
Saudi Alda's Defenoe Minister, 
Prince Saltan, to bring them borne 
fbrburiaL 

BuUdozen and other heavy eqtnp- 
ment have moved most of tbe debru 
fiom tiw she, ndiile wcHkeis are 


slowly 4emni;«h}tig fee building’s 
rear section, which lemamed stand- 
ing. Tbe demolition teams worked 
wnfa feetr bare hands on Sunday, us- 
ing wrttrng e quipm ent to free twisted 
pieces of metal and coaoete from 
the huge rnle of rubble in an attempt 
to stop fee uncollapsed part from 
fi»ning befme tenants' belongings 
could be removed. Cranes lifted 
away tbe larger pieces of masoi^. 
Residents of four neighbouring 
bmldisgs evacuated after tbe tragedy 
had stdi not returned home a wed: 
latm. 

The disaster has led to a ^ote of 
rqiotts that other buildiDgs are also 
on tfae verge oF eollq;>se. On Friday, 
police evKuated a 20-year-oId, 12- 
storey buflfeqg in Heticqrolis, which 
local aSScials claimed was about to 
, £bU. Magdi Nar^jfee owner of ap 
electrical applimK shop on the 
ground floor, and two ofl^ couama. 
were arrested for knockisg down 
pillars to make way for air- 
condhioaiiig pipes — ”"«g^nE the 
buOdiog to lean slightly. 

Four otber buildnigs in Nasr City 
wee evacuated on Monday. The 
first was deoned unsafe aftm coo- 
structioo eng m e ei s demolisbed walls 
on tbe ground and first floors to 
make q»ce for a bank branch. The 
three otber bnfldrngs innlryfarf a 
number tri' unautboii^ fioora. 

lo tbe diy of Giza, part of Greater 
Caxro, tfae local authorities evacu- 
ated two adjacent bidldings on Fri- 
day. One of dign was learmg subt- 
ly and would have knocked down 
tfae otiier buQding had it collapsed. 
An old eight-storey bmlding in tfae 
Medherrenean city of Alexandria 
was condeaned asd is to be de- 
molished, and three others were 
evacuated pendmg an engineets’ re- 
port MeanwhOe, tbe governor of tfae 


Nile Delta province of Gfaaibiya has 
decreed that no extra floors may be 
built on top of existing buildings. 

However, experts warn that panic 
measures can only touch the tq) of 
tbe iceberg. 

*lt has been found that 98 per cent 
of the buildnigs in Nasr City and 97 
per cent of those in Mohandessin 
■wH Dokld violate tfae r^ulations,” 
r Smwy mai Salaheddin, bead of the 
govenmenl's building inqiectoiaie, 
told a local newqnper. “We have 
fee case of seven hluildiiigs whose 
file now contains 380 pages of or- 
ders that construction sluuki st^ 
itww hiiilHfng wuk be di^ 
mantled, but none of tfacsn have been 
carried out” 

Prime Minister EI-Ganzouri denied 
ffwrf fee vjolBcions aaoanied to thou- 
sands, “as some have riahneH late- 
ly.” He said the order which be is- 
sued was designed “to protect tfae 
lives of citizeiis -md not to mmmt an 
aggression on their fircedom.” 

Tbe govemmeal, he contmued, 
hoped to carry out a comprebensive 
snrvey of all buildings that were 
constructed without a permit or to 
violation of tfae tenns of tfa^ per- 
mit ID Greater Cairo and Alex- 
anfeia. Immediate measures would 
be taken once the survey is com- 
pleted, be assured. 

In a related developmeife six men 
arrested last week for looting tbe site 
of the collapsed building were sen- 
tenced on Sunday. One of them got 
two years in jafl, wfafle the other 
were sentenced to one year's hn- 
prisamnent Two $o»ected looters 
were acquitted and fee case of a 
third was referred to juvenile court 
Tbe looleis pretended to be helping 
with the rescue operation in oidm to 
steal jewellery, electrical appliances 
and other items fiom tfae rubble. 


VACANCIES 

FOREIGN EDUCATIONAL ORGANSATION 
NEEDS A FORQGNEFVMAIBFEMALE TO TEACH 
COliAlERCE AND ADMNISTRATION/^^ 
SOENCE/ENGINEERINGMASS COMMUNICATIONS 
POLmCS/UTERATUREffOURISM AND HOTEL MANAGBdBir 
M4D PORBGN LANGUAGES/IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 
TEL 3379137 FROM 9 P.M. 12 PAL 

REQUIRED FOR NURSERY 
FOREIGN ENGUSH TEACHERS OR AUC GRADUATES 
- FRENCH TEACHERS & ASSISTANTS 
CALL 3376827-3361741 (10 AAL - 1 P.M.) FBMLJES ONLY 

WE NEED AN ENGLISH UU)Y TO BE A RMNAGER FOR A 
NURSERYJEU33e9224«72577»3610100 FROM SATURDAY 
4PALT0gPAL 

FORRENT 

APARTMENT IN KAAADC, NILE Vl^, AMERICAN FURNITURE. 
1E£PH0IC. DISK MJST BE SEBiTEL3787319 


A USAID PROJECT SEEKS rO RECRWT 
THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL; 


• PROJECT DIRECTOR; 


RasponaMa fv tba managaenant and finandal 
opartfooa of Ilia pRtiact 

AoBOfiRtaOB: a mMaum of 10 yaan work 
aiqMflanoa wife a w a M an i oonmiiBteatloiia and 
w a nagarM sMIfs. An advanced degraa In Sodal 
S e l encaa la p re ferred. 


FINANCIAL OFFICER: 


&A. ta Biialness Adadnialiafion wife Acoountlng or 
RnfeKW Hanagemant, passed a profasslonal 
ayawfeafea i. sucfa at fea BAA, CIIA or CPA exam 
Has a minimum of 5 yearn Of rataiad work as^erianea 


P^.Box 16 El Safatia 


Awaiting death in an Israeli jail 

Pressure is mounting for the release of an Egyptian prisoner in poor health after spending 
the last 20 years in Israeli jails. Dina E&at reports 


The Egyptian Orgamsation for Human 
Ripfats (EOHR) has launched a cam- 
paip to seenre the release of Mohamed 
grtHm.li Sallam El-Sawareka, an Egyp- 
tian sentenced to inqnisoment in Israel 
for laimcfaing attacks against Israeli oc- 
cupation tro^ in fee Sinai desert dur- 
ing and after fee 1967 Wu. El- 
Sawaidca, who bas been in Israeli pris- 
ons for the last 20 yea^ is lep o i ttd to 
be on fee verge of dying. Technically, 
he has 430 more yean to serve. 

The EOHR. ho^ tiie Egyptian For- 
eign Mimstcy ana mtematio^ human 
rights groups will put pressure on tbe 
Israeli government to fm El-Sawareka 
on healfe grounds. 

El-Sawazeka was srrested in his 
hometown of El-Arish in the eai^ 
1970s for staging attacks resulting in 
fee deaths of lawU soifeers and the 
destr u c ti on of ammunitioa warebooses. 
He was tried and convicted by an Israe- 
li milhaiy court. 

“Since then, be has been moved from 
one Israeli prison to another, subjected 
to bn^ treatment and used as a giunea 
pig by medical students, who i^- 
fonaed successive operations on hnn. 
raiMiing his health to wteriorate and de- 
nying him adequate medical care,” said 
Mohamed Mounib, he^ of tbe EOHR. 

Gamal Mahroum, a Lebanese who 
served time wife 0-Sawareka. said 
medical students operated five times on 
his stomach. *Tt became bloated like 
the beQy of a pregnant woman in her 
ninfe month. It eaxmot digest food any 
more and he is living on liquids,” said 
Mahroum. The lost time Mahroum saw 
El-Sawatelea was in July 1994 and ”at 
the time, he was barely alive.” 

According to Mounib, tfae EOHR has 
compiled reports “that confixm that Ei- 
Sawareka is in very poor healfe. He is 
almost blind, he can Inrely move, be 
suSers serious digestive problems and 
his morale is low. He is actually dy- 


ing. 

El-Sawareka’s poor health “is one 
reason we have to intensify the cam- 
paign. This is a bumanltarian case of a 
man who risked his life for his country 
and is now depen^g on this coimizy 
to get him back home so feat Iw can 
die among his family and people.” 

El-Sawareka bos maim an appeal 
fiom his prison to President Hosni Mu- 
barak. “From tbe prison where I am un- 
dergmng all forms of sufTermg... 1 
plead wife you, Mr President, in tbe 
name of our dear country and the name 
of our martyre who paid wife tbeir 
lives for our nation to be free... 1 am 
on the verge of dying and all I want 
before my hour arrives is to see my 
daughter, even briefly.” 

Samira, El-Sawareka's daughter, is 
living faer mother in fee same 
house in El-Aiisfa where her father was 
arrested. At tfae time, fee mother was a 
few weeks pregmut. “I never saw my 
father,” Samira said. “My mother is al- 
ways telling me about him. But now 
that I know he is dying, 1 really want 
to spend some time wife him.” 

Tbe EOHR is seeking tbe support of 
the Foreign Ministry m its campaign 
for El-Sawareka’s release. “We wrote a 
lengthy letter to the minister of foreign 
affeus, pleading wife him to take all 
the measures zMcessary to win a pardon 
for this man,” said Mounib. “But so 
far, we have bad no reply." 

Tbe EOHR is also lobbying some in- 
tcraariosal human ri^ts organisations 

to put pressure on the Israeli govere- 
menL a task Mounib acknowlodges will 
not be easy. ”1 know fee iacumbent Is- 
raeli government is a difficult one but 
we have to do something, ” be asserted. 

Previous attempts to secure Ei- 
Sawareka’s release were refused by tbe 
Israeli authorities, who insisted tiint tbe 
approval of the Israeli defence minister 
was required. That approval was always 


denied. 

Two years ago, Egypt and Israel 
nude a deal to exchange El-Sawareka 
for two Israeli spies c^tioed in Cairo. 

“It was very close. A represenlalive 
of fee Egyptian Embassy in Tel Aviv 
came to tfaie prison and promised El- 
Sawareka that he would be freed soon,” 
said Mahroum. But tbe deal fell 
through for reasons which remain un- 
known. 

According to Lutfi Elcwa, press coun- 
sellor at tbe Egyptian Embassy in Tcl 
Aviv; ‘‘the Cyprian Consulate is very 
concerned wife the maiter. Tbe foil file 
of this case is currently undergoing a 
close examination." 

I’We ore hoping that fee president 
will personally iDterveoe,” commeDted 
Mounib. “1 am sure that fecrc is a way 
to get this man back home before it ia 
too late.” 

For fee past 18 months, tbe EOHR 
bas also beeo following and docu- 
mcoting cases of Egyptian prisoners of 
war captured by Israeli troops diiring 
tbe 1956 and 1967 wars. ^ for, tbe 
group bos documented about 100 cases 
of POWs wbo were either brutally tor- 
tured or killed by fee Israeli army. “A 
nqrort on these cases win be issued by 
the end of next week,” said Mounib. 
“Tbe report will spmfy the sites of 
several mass graves in Sinai desert 
where EsT^ao prisoners were eittier 
buried alive or interred afi^ being 
killed by Israeli troops.” 

Tbe EOHR report is part of a larger 

effort by Egyptian human rights 
to investigate fee fate of Egyptian pm- 
oners of war, which began after a re- 
tired Israeli army officer told the Israeli 
press about fee brutalities to which 
E^tlan prisoners of war had b er n 
sirojcctcd. 

Edited by Wadie Kirolos 


Upholding Arab 
rights in Jerusalem 

Palestinians, Egyptians and other Arabs ga!hr. 
ered in Assiut la^ week for a seminar on the- 
future of Jerusalem. Doaa E l B ey attended 


Speakers at a <«wiTiar on the future of Jerusalem were far agree- 
ment ^ fee Arab and Muslim states should provide fee Pal- 
estinians wife more active sopport in order to preserve Arab 
righRs in the holy city. 

The seminar, held last wed: in fee southern ct^ of Assrnt. is- 
sued a concludi^ connmmiqD6 whkh enqibadsed fee im- 
poitaoce of promoting fee Pdestinian presence in fee city, 
which Israel views as its eternal ca pi t a L To hefai adneve fins 
objective, Palestitrian settlement in Jerusalem shoiild be enco u r- 
and Arabs, Muslims and Chris tiawg should make contrSiu- 
tions to a Jerusalem fund, tfae oommnniqu6 said. It s|q>ealed to 
fee Arabs to buikl on Arab-owned lands to prevent diem fiom 
&n^ prey to Israeli expansionist polkiea. 

The commiiniqud aim urged tten fee nonnalisatiQn of re- 
lations be used to pnt pressure on Israel to resdve pending 
problems, nv?ioriin g the fiitine of Jerusalem, fenn:^ 
tiations. 

Faisal El-Husseini, a member of fee Palestinian National An- 
feorrty in charge of Jerusalem aaid tfae Palestmiaiis of 

Jerusalem need a budget of S30 xainiaa a year ti> tqiboId-Atab 
rights. This is a «onall amount for fee Arabs to dmuiibate,*^ he 
said. . . 

Mohamed Nabfl Fouad, a mililBiy enpeit and finmer head of 
tfae Egyptian Aimed Forces Strategic Ceniilre, agreed that Arab 
siqqxMt was vital to resolve Ifae Mestinian issue in tfae Pal- 
estinians’ &VOUT. The Arabs bave to granri b ehind tfae Fal- 
Bstinian negotiators, be said. “Whoever imagines feat tfae Arabs 
have lost ^ their tnanp cards is nnstekoL We still have Ifae 
weapons of oiL Arab boycott and nannalisation,” Fouad said. 

As for the Palestiniaos, they should work to ke^ tfae issue of 
Jerusalem constantly in fee bnidj^it, Fouad smd. Rich Pal- 
estinian oqniiiatBB should provide Itose mnde with tfae fi- 
nancial supfxirt necttsary to buOd a Palestinian stitte, he added. 

Haitfumi Al-tUlani, tfae Palestinian editor-in-dnef of Arab 
fairs magziiie, was pessimistic about the effect of tfae delay m 
opening final states n^tiations, whiefa will cover Jerusalem. 
He foaired feat by fee time Ifae negotiations open, tbe Fal- 
estimans win be confronted wife a “de &cto sttuation” and find 
there Is no land to n^otiate over. 

Al-Kilam suggested tfae estifelifement of Arab and labime peo- 
ple's com mi ttees to raise fee issue of Jerusalem in 
forums and use otber means to escalate fee struggle against Israe- 
li policies. “Wbat we need is an Arab-Islatnic pnriect that is as 
strmg and effective as fee enemy’s project,” he said. 

KhaliJ Al-Ta&jld, bead of tfae Jerusalem Topogrqfey De- 
partment warned feat fee Arabs stiod to lose their rigfat^ffifee 
holy unless they show solidarity and coordinate tfaerr ef- 
fbite. “We [Arabs] have tbe ability to build 15,000 bousing 
units, change fee green areas to construction areas and 
fee P^esrinian population faiside Jerusalem,” be sa id, 

An appeal to the international c m t m iimH y to reactivate the 
dormant LTN Resolution 181, whicb recommeiided tfae inter- 
nationaiisation of Jerusalem as the best of pm tjtfftmg jtg 
religious sit^ was made by Hani Al-Hour^ fseal of tiie New 
Jordan Studies Centre. Tbe resohitimx, he explajiytH^ “^pulated 
that tfae Jerusalem region — not only tbe dly — be cmiridered 
as a sepai^ entity.” 

Accordii^ to Lanuc El-Motei fiom the Egyptian Siqneme 
Council of CubuTB, the Arabs can regain their rights in Je-' 
rusalCT Ity two means: tiie unity of Arab ranks, whiA is Ifae 
spoosibility of the Arab f.eagne, die preservatkm of do- 
mooacy and human ri^ts, which is tfae le^ionsibility of Arab 
governments. 


Opportunity 

Swiss Company is selecting one 
distributor of Veterinary 
PharmaeeLrtical Products in 
Egypt. 

Please contact fax number 
+41/91/9682785, Switzeriand 
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' A MULTI-NATIONAL SHIPPING COMPANY * 
IS LOOKING FOR ! 

Ah Excellent Executive Secretary i 

FOR IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT | 

QUAUFicati ons REOumen- i 

1 . FLUENT IN ENGLISH & ARABIC LANGUAGES i 

(WRITTEN & SPOKEN) | 

2. GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF TYPING & SHORTHAND ! 

3. GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF WORD PROCESSING & I 

OTHER COMPUTER APPUCATIONS. ' 

4. AT LEAST 2 YEARS B(PERIEN(3E AS EXECLmVE ' 

SECRETARY | 

QUAUFiEDAPPUCANTS MAY SEND THEIR C.V. TO: ^ 

P.O.BOX 143 AL-GIZA 1221 1 f 
CAIRO. EGYPT ^ 
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An in^aecedanteJ oe c»fii i» ^ K ^ 


been acottedtiiy. QiBlAiiled States of 
bang “an bbMide to .xefinm% io^ 
ctwi p cl wir , as well as pretentioiis, a 
m q ^Jfm Mbi ia c^andmq^ewBT o^ 
n^it Tlie CKiitott admiiikii iii8fW)| jg, 

hsdly ovexdoois on soMeiy in its 
efforts Id get rid-of aa nodBaiable.' ' 
Bottffos BoiftoB'^SiBli has been or- ' 
demd not to 'seek a renewal of Us ■ 
mandate ~ oflierwiae die US spv:- ' 
eminent wffi nse ite.^reta lbe sole • 
^U)bal siqitf-fiower bas declaxed wtt 
on a 'SBn. 'wfoo bas ^EtnaS^'^ 
means of .desSsmSi^ Bi^ jie . 

does have die syofMito of die .oi^-! 
whdmiitg inaj o ^ .rfUN menfoer 
sMes. *What dUfewuueidoes that 
nalte?' coldly wondes 
Afon^ US anibassadar to die U)^ 
her governmenf 8 decinonis.'^i^’tv 
Ae EgyjMiatt diplomat wnmt 
srintever Ab" inteaiafianal com- 
nmn^s .decision. The r^ii<wg». . 
this thn^ is a globel one. 

Worse, ifae aecnsatiaais, inost ofien ' 
anraympns and tMnin^twwtt . 

the pees^ ate made wiihoizt a steed 
of ervidenca.One dieiiir.iqjcBad at 
Ae end of is^Ddedwided 
CoBvessmg fitdy vriA'a group of' 
jonmaBsts^one orMs AAd^s cbl- 
laboratois, Mr RoUn, let dqi: *^Ihe 
US government intends to observe 
veiy eloedy Ae -way. Mr. Boutros-. ' 
CAw nses.UN stafftopmmotehis 
ie-eilection.”AsaDex8n^il^lemeah - 
tioned that a l^jh-nnknig nffieW 
bad toured Afiica on US tai^yers* 
numey. Ihe UN h^ wais Aerefore ' 

Nfr IhAm that 

.Washh^teB' as .xtiosed'A its 
dues to die UN. Ar n»^ years. Jn- 
-<fignant, UN ^xAeswomai 
Fos, a US c i t iz en, has jaiUi^ ao-' 
cosed her g o v e nn nei i t ra ^^pmedces 
leniiniscent of Ae. MoCai^ en.” 
(Ae hfflt fU alleged communists in 
Ae 1950 b). 

Sodi tenacity conldtead one to be- 
lieve that Mr BootrofrJGbafi, wUle 

m ywririg ' tO bc O'- «ha i ii ii ii| » jmd 
e m iTt a fiiTg di plnma tj ic in fiipt » Ani . ' 

gaoM BM aibvegante dement 
woddag in die ishadows to under- . 
mine Ae **Dew worid. order*! demeed 
by Piesidetit Bush in 199! at Ae erid 
otAeOiilfWac. Reafity,h 0 wevei;is 
somewhat dif fae at ftom an in- 
fhifttifiil Biid wedKhy fimaty, sevexaJ' 
membos of wfach have occtgiied 
the Ughed state ofiBcn dtMte the be- 
ywnin g of ' Ac centuiy {Us ^mnd- 
ntber, notabty, was jmme umrster. 
dodiu ^ BcUdi occrmadcnOk Bou- 
troa^iali is perodveo as 
li^itaiied- oQOserialive in Us btete 

c n nnlT y ^ 'Ilpbbft mpiit wiaffihM W . of . ' 
inw fitwiily mvstenlc royafids-^— 
he decisivdy laUied to Aeii^adiSic 
and s typ orted Gan»l Abdd- 
Nasaer’s lUrd TVodd inlicies. Yet 
he ncm disnrnrilatad his oppostion 
to the ^^Kicialist lawsT, ^dwA. in- ' 
cidcafalty,«fti:yedlmn<rfaiHrnibCT - 
of Us possesBupK Nasser!$ aoo- 
GCBsor, Anwar El-Sada^ pnuidkid 
Ais inofesor of interoadona! 
die peaks E^j^riten fiplosanr. 
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have cinng l infeH Ae report wiA Ae 
. ebint flm» BootlOS-CBiali WBS **nn- 
.ooniiolldldi^ .*hlglrcd^ctaU^~ 
ql^ ^ rppo^f^whd AeUS ad- 
TnitiwJuifinw wfi nlit have wiAcd-lfor 


havir^ had me couoge to' ac- 

te^l£ovaiiber. 1977 fir the. peace 
taUrn wiA Isa^ Boutzos-Onli, Aen 
very popdhr wiA Ae US. was me 
of Aa-attisans of .te Cs^_Devid. 
Aoecrds. Lnfoastedlty Ae Arab 0 ^ • 
thmsHsts, die left siod Ae Tdmdstg. 
he hwalty served fisst Sadat and then 
PtesmentMidiacak. . ■ 
iteQiided vkfrpdiBe mmisler by 
Af iitlrr. TTniitmir tTTiiti irrnnni Ar 
'id^ eamfidate fir Ae flaesai sec- 
tetsU m Ae end isf 1S91. the US 
mo^ amoi% rnyhasirfd 

ftn advmtt^ of Us b arng pcBd: 
Afiaein, Amb but Qnisdin CBon- 
troa-OiaB is a Coj^ «w«^ to a 
d esmui a ut of an influential. Egyp- 
tian Jen^ fimily, aatKommnmst • 
■id a ftm aej^pocter of peace wiA 
tatad: Us WEdtegs. and m practice 
hadmadeUmaieeggiiisedarid^- 
qiecttlist in mteraadonal 
mUHnwa- Un Bye de dly, howeyex; 
these qpafiSoitioos-Ad oof secaie 
US b»pin^ ^ ms bdeved at Ae 
tifwg that US nfactenee was dae 
only to Ae canAdate*a close ties 
wiA Ranee, vrineb aedv^ sup-, 
ported Urn. The Egyptian d^onaat, 
whose first tariga^ was Erencfa as 
. mnefa as it was Aiabk; Ae fadDiaiit 
Tecqndrt of a dodflsal d^ree jftom 
Ae Sorbonoe, is in .ait- 

VDcatirig f>M»eop h ow l g. It is doe to 
effints Aat ^ypC has sobsedbed 
to die V 8 Q 0 DS arganisatians re- 


Tn miiMging tftfe m i nr g j atw 

isaliai^ mce it bad been stzqiped of 
Ae tiaditxODal coanlcr''weigfat of Ae 
. nOD-afigoed countries, epd more izri- 
portat^ die, c ommunis t bloc. The 
deiocditioD irfAeBedin Wall had al- . 
icad[y aflowed Ae US toimr the.Golf 
War almost as it {deaseiLIlie zneA- 
(x^ in its v^, was as good as a 
modd: Boatros^Gfoafi*s ptedecessiff, 
Perez de Cnefla^ bad understood 
Aattirnesbadchanged;liewascare- 
fU to^qr the gaiite aecQidiiigto Ae 
ndes dwlated by die new inter- 
nslibrid bdance mpower. 

. l^.end of Ae Cedd War offered 
Boutros-Gbdi ahoAer pet^ieetive. 
He de emed fla t Ae UN, fiera fiom 
- An cdr a l ialnts imposed by East- 
West livdri^ could and Aould de- 
vdop, fiilty Ace its RspormUlUes, 
eityind and rotefincer Aem in die m- 
tenest o£ peaces seen^, devesk^ 
menr-mid democaey m Ae.wau 
Plaeticn^ witf be preached, he piit 
fixA tiro, fiaidameotal docinn ea t s , 
le^eedvdy . tided . "Ageods. for 
Pmed* Ad ^Agenda fir Develop- 
menf", m wAkh he ootlined a swen- . 


in acyriesciiig to Ae US*s 'wiA that 

the mtematrinnal OUganisStiOn bC 
•Istieamlnieir? Ete ' went to. work' 
aw^. cooperatii^ unffi a US 
ciiqieit, Josq^- Connor, whom he 
named assoedate admznistiBlive sec- 
' aftw hnviog con- 

snlted WaAmgton. The lesnlts ob- 
tained ate generally oonndered 
remarkable: UN staff has been cut 
by 25 i>er cent, dtopinQg fiom 
1^000 staAas m 94100; only 84100 
w31 lemm in two yeets. Tim num- 
ber of dqpactmenis has been cot 
fitmi 20 to 12. The xDost Incntive 48 
posts te dK ti^ of dm Uetaicfay have 
been slaAed to 37, a 40 per cent cut 
■ace 1984. De^rite Ae mciease in 
UN ectiv^, Ae 1996-97 bodget is 
SI 17 imllioii lower than the ptevioDS 
<»e. 

The US government wAidi re- 
fuses to pay the ar re a rs on its debts 
to Ae jni^fnarimwit ngaoisatian as 
lontg as anstoity policito ate not im- 
■p l e ai e nted, ctebns Aat Aese xesnlts 
are negligible, and notes Aat Ae 
UN's gfobsl oqimses were bn Ae 
rise. BootrofrOiali, however, has re- 
iterated Aa* die iHHww i wt ffiteri *fi. 

iwiiw t i a l grigw plagning l1w rwg^tn- 


imH canxed.ont Wn»a^ at Ac 
iostigatiatt of die.Seca^ Coimd^ 
and alAm^ tfa^ had anxised fflDcb 
mtaest.m Europe and erpecalty in 
Ae HAd Wmld, Us sqggeslians 
provrAedintiAso^tiiasin,. 

atwi <*rittgiHg m 

Ae^^Mad^^^ 

Tig^ amressing her go^. ' 

^^B&160E*S CHQIQB Wlfll 1S& 

taeflessneas fix wUch Ae 
is ogfidy mowned; fimnd ' 
it fittmg 'to dedare that die 
. seeaetay-geneial’s only m- 
tention was to iriaease Us ' 

• own prcEOgatEves. Gfis pco- 

poaw — thft ^«wiliK j iffiaiit' 

of . ' a .* ^ev e uii ve di-' 
idomacy*' rateoi, Ale. to. 
prevent *^*™"”****'**^*'V| die 
creatian ' of . ' i^d de- ' 


bat to die cost of peace-keqmig 
eratinns. These costs have qua^ 
nried mice 1992, Tiamg fiom $600 

tnilKnn U> $2.6 WtHmi ihig year 17 
new *Tdue bdewT opexadoiis have 
bea taonefaed in die past fbnr years, 
vnAdiBUS*smpfovaL lUslwnot 

Wari w i g twii 


to pr^ its dues ~ $ 1.5 billion dol- 
lars, half of Ae ofganisation''a total 
ddits (S^ billUm % last The 
secretaiy- general ^ T KyrimaiiA^ 
• the US, often wiAoat naming 
names. In a qieech given in London 
last Jamiaiy, he denounced the **dis- 
honesty those who render die UN 

inefTedual by dqnmng it of nec- 
essary iiiods, ^bde tefinimg to pro- 
'vide Ae fiiods due to it under Ae 
pietoid Aat ft is iDeffectnd.** 

The secretBry-gcneral's potemtad 
tone is bom of Ae exaqietatioa 
caused by Ae US's incieash^ de- 
fiance. WaAtngtan’g debts to die 
UN have doubled SKKse fate efectiixL 
Bnt Us tone is also natural in a man 
vAo willte^ admiiB Aat he likes to 
‘'provUEe", 1^ finds snA provoca- 
tion indispensable to hte mie. As 
astontehiiig as this may seen^ the 
finmer bead of Egyptian dndom^ 
is *hat- *^0116 cannot be a dq>~ 

lomat when one irmsts on imholifiitg 
^'s^p^a^ es." This pnmraOT m 

knows how to be as stiai^^nn^ 
as Ms Alfaiigb^ whose "vii^arity*' in 
hna be dqiknes. He com- 
piates ^AHely that Ae *TJS com- 
plicates fate wod^, tiiat tiie nuaobeis 
of the Seenrity Council char ge Um 
wiA *impossible tasks”, that d^ 
are trying to place the responsibility 
fixdieft ftulines on the Aonlden m 
UN exeentrve. *1 work for 
bosses,” he often remaiia m an il- 
. testratimi of the onwiplerity of hte 

po ritinw iwt die IhwitM in Mb mrfitfiy to 


Evidendy he has taken into ae- 
coont the Act drat most of the mem- 
ber ^ates. to which he owes his elec- 
tion, are part of tiie devdoping 
world. He menlioiis on occadcHi that 
he shares Aeir concerns and their as- 
pirafions. His "Third-Woridisin,” 
wAOe moderate, iniiales Ae Amer- 
ican establishment, especially its 
cmiservative memh^ He declares 
diat hte difty is to protect Ae ‘^jr- 
pfaans!', tile otidapavtlegpd coun- 
ties, against Ae ethnocentrism of 
die dornmant powos. He shocked a 
few cncles in Westem piAlic opin- 
ion I 9 descdbmg Ae Bosnian con- 
flict as a ”ridi men's waf* before 
calling aflwntion to Somalia where, 
be warned, <»ie tiiftd of the popula- 
tkm could die of starvation. Ife later 
leproadied Ae US for its passive re- 
to Ae genonde in Rwanda, 
and its intavention only after mas- 
sacres had aheaity the 

populatioD. He was to plead in vain 
nir an operation ?tff***^ at preventing 
a Mtniiiw tragedy in BuruidL Hw in- 
itiative was described by Ms Alb- 
li^t as *^peEfectly ridiculous''. 

He met wiA US oppositiim once 
more when be siQgmted tiie dis- 
a nn amea t of the warrit^ Actions in 
Snrnalw and ODposcd the premature 
withdrawal of ^ American oon- 
tingen^ agmn, uAen be hesitated to 
qgxDve Ae US project fiv NATO 
jrianes to bonAacd Setb poations. 
WaAtegton's finy reached new 
faei^his vAen Boutros-Ghali last 


April on ptAfisUng die le- 

solte of flie UN report mqilirating Is- 
rael in the massacre of moie tlm a 
hmiAed dvilians Aeftering in a ref- 
ugee camp at Qana. Madeleine Alb- 
right — again — e^qnessed her 
“Aock” at Ae Act that he refiised to 
publish a wateaed-down verrion of 
Ae iiageity at Washington's request. 
As On <%kHnais were oon- 
gramlating Urn fin- hte ‘'courage'*, 
Ae US blocked ai^ possibility of 
saiKtions againte Isr^ in the Secur- 
ity CoundL 

Was Ate Ae straw Aat broke dm 
camel's back? Pediqis, if we le- 
member that a finv di^ late^ on 13 
Mity, US Secretary of State Wanen 
Christo|Aer fiiimalty mmarted to ^ 
secietaiy-geoeral the US’s decision 
to oiqiose dw renewal of his ma«- 
&te — beJfaie proposing; stqipos- 
edly as a con^romtee, a one-year ex- 
tenrioD of nis Bootros- 

Gbali found Ae offer *TuimiItetiD^ 
and tamed ft down, emphasising d^ 
Im needed tirrie to irqileinerit the UN 
ini fenng he IwiH twiliatiwt The US 
govern m ent le^Knded by brutally 
announcing, on 19 June, Aat it 
would veto Ae re-dection of die 


Cuntm, ft is said, would have {xe- 
fenedtopostyane^decisioasinor- 
da* to avdd useless intar- 

iMifimwi winf r pv a ' si eg prematotety. 
But in light of events, he fbund ft 
less than pendent, wftfa the electoral 
canqia^ in full swtp& to allow Ae 
Rqmbbcans die jxivil^ of de- 


fteiding US ‘‘soveragnty” against 
Ae “ ttanugna M o arf* m Ae “nqtra- 
narional state** diat the UN has sqi- 
posedly beccxne under Bootros- 
Ghafi. It is true that Bob Dole has 
caiiied off an extraordniBry feat: 
hringmg to the attentioi of die 
Amoican public a theme wte* A did 
notsuenathidiatoftheUiiiledNa- 
thms. The RqaAIican candiibtB had 
even made the Acme his battle cry. 
Panderite to fate compatiots' 
li gBiwnr nartfutaiiam, never tired 
ofxe>eatiBg Aat “Wa A ingtoo and 
not New York, the US preaidaic and 
not “Boo-Boo, decades whedier or 
not US forces will intervene 
abroad.*' Dole has acquired die 
s wu e wli at unsavoury Imt of play- 
ing for lai^hs by refetxing to Mr 
Bontros-Oiali as Boo-Boo. 

Dote taimsdf is bAig ^ged cm by 
the right wing of hte party, vriuch 
has arqdy demonstrated ha power in 
Congre^ Jesse HAns, for 
the piesideat of the Secate Connnte- 
sion on Fore^ AfAfts, was cited in 
the WaU ^ntnal (21 Angost 
199Q as pr eyoeing that the UN be 
given an “ ult i matum **: eidier it mute 
“radically tefinm** 0n oAer words, 
len^ on viituAy A fts faumaiutai^ 
ten ntissioris) before 2(XK), or Ae US 
wiU wiAAaw permanentty firm the 
mtemalicnal ofl gaiiisationi Id the 
fiame vAi, RepAUcan deputy Joe 
Sc ar boroi^ went ahead and sub- 
mitted to Congress a bftl the 
US's ""mediate withdrawal from 
die UN and its to the 

*T.eagueofDeniocncief’,yB( m be 
fbunded. NotA venns SouA? The 
US versus Europe? Jemes Riilips, a 
polificaJ sedentite attached to Ae 
Heritage Foundation, to be 
suggesting just that Id a study pub- 
lished by Ate Atiarconseivative in- 
stitution, he advocated that the UN 
be purged of Ae “statisf* and “so- 
etefisr stains uAiA have ‘An- 
pr^rateff* fts stinctmes, that it 
Aould not attempt to assist states 
wfateh leqofte Ais assistance, and 
tiiat it should renounce “tnopiaa 
gftak lilfg eradigating poverty «"d 
providing rxiedica] care to A”. 

Boutitte-Ghali's peisoiiality and 
manag pment techniyes. ft is clear, 
are hi^y Ae mam issoe. The US's 
prey taointy mcatriaics, m a aeaise, 
the mission vriikh the foondem of 
Ae UN defined at a time vAen a cer- 
tain political equQiltinm was goar- 
anteed by ideolo^cal and politkai 
platahsm. PostpCold War America 
would like to take over Ae m- 
stnmieot of political power iqne- 
sented by Ac intematioiial organ- 
isaticHL hteny UN member st^es, 
hardly insignificaiit membera of Ae 
international commuiiity, have de- 
clared Aat tii^ will siqpott Bon- 
iros-Ghali's rejection,. md tins is 
no coinridence: western £arp[«an 
counties (amcmg them Fiance and 
Gennaiiy), Afikan nations (through 
the Orgamsatikm of Afikan Unity), 
Ouna. Russia, Jqian and Canada 
have annonoced unaoimously 
Aeir reqicct fox Boutro»Oiali re- 

Tuning 

Is a cl^ widun die Security 
Counefl in the works? If the dte- 
agreement persists, wifi the General 
Assembly be requested to aibitrate? 
Accotdru to the Cbarter, the GA 
has Ae ri^ to inyose Ae secietasy- 
general of its dioce. Jusd^nudeoee 
perzruts 'ttt stnoe Trygve lie was 
dected to Ais post m 1950 deqrite 
die Soviet vettk EveryAiog depo^ 
on flie d*tffffmmiirinn of the 
— especially the metubera of me Se- 
curity Coutidl — not to yve m to 
Ae US “dilctef , and on Watering- 
ton’s desire to avoid a stru^e 
lAkh could damy boA the l^'s 
pre s t^ nd tile UNs creAbility. A 
compromtee is always posteUe — 
but at vrtial price? 

Translated fiom tiie Rench by 
Pascale Ghnadeh, and pobKdied, 
\sy ji rT i iii g pjniii w t wiA tiie an- 
tto, shmiltaiieoasly wiA Xe Afefitee 
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4 MENA 


MENA cumfereitcos I and II wore held at euphoric times, when hopes for a new Middle East, in which peace and **'^!^*! ceuntifes. 

But from Qana to Netanyahu, these hopes have since dimmed. Meanwhile, economic reforms appear to be between 

and both governments and an increasingiy influentiai ciass of entrepreneurs are eager to do business. How will the Cairo <»n^nMTOra resuits 
these tendencies remains to be seen. On its eve, AMhram Weekly reports on preparations, sampies views, reviews bacKdrops ana aniicipaws» 



Last mmote preparatioos at tbe Cairo InterBatiooal ConferaiGe Centre, where delegates to MENA m wiB hold meetings and make bnsmess deals 


photo: Mohamad B-On 


Businessmen’s 
business 


Weeks oF planning for MENA 111, say Foreign Ministry 
officials, will pay off — logisticaliy speaking. The rest, 
however, is up to businessmen. Doaa EI4ey reports 


Networking 
for the future 


MENA Ill’s programme includes a host 
of events and opportunities aimed at 
drawing investors to the region. Doaa 
El-Bey reviews the MENA agenda 


With less than a week to ^ until the 
start of die Cairo Middle East/Noith 
Africa Economic Conference (MENA 
ni), frneigD mmistiy officials siy diat 
in organisalional t«rng, tbe confer- 
ence win be a success. The rest, how- 
ever, is vp to the businessmen. 
According to Gihad Madi, director of 
the Foiei^ Ifiiustzy's International 
Omfoences Dqwiment, repi^ 
sentatives of some 90 states, S3 niler> 
national and regional bodies, totalling 
roogfaly 3,000 ofGdals and bunness 
dcl^ates and a little over 1,000 busi- 
nessmen, wOl attend MENA ID. 

**AH die countoies we [the ministty] 
invited to die conferenoe accqited the 
invitation, and all tbe delegations are 
headed by either their cousby's min- 
isteis of trade, economy isvestment 
or, in some cases, fineign ministeis,’' 
saidMadL 

To cope trith dtia dduge of del- 

anH Hm* R g y priam 

Focei^ Mhnatiy has been woddng 
over^dme to ensure that their st^ win 
be pleasant and productive. Ba- 
pedeaice gained fimn past oo o ftr- 
cacea, he 8^ has been invahiaide in 
psqn^ for due one. 

is not a new pbenamenaii for 


Egypt to organise such a large confer- 
ence,” sta:^ die uiuii s tiy ofSciaL 
'*We have successfully mramsed die 

1994 Itttematioaai Coaftrenoe on 
Pc^Hilatimi and Devdopment and the 

1995 UN Clime Prevention Cmifer- 
ence.** 

Lo^stically and otganisatianally, he 
noted, are positive that tins con- 
ference win be a success.” Madi ex- 
plained diat 60 per cent of the success 
of any conference dqiends mainly on 
its organisational aspect, not its sub- 
stance. Maz^ Pfopk, he stressed, 
judge an international conference or 
meeting by how well it is organised, 
how the delegates are received and 
we leoroed from the moment of dmr 
arrival till their dqmrture, and the fe- 
cilities afforded them during tftfjir 
stay. 

To that end, sud Madi, the mmistiy 
has gone to great lengths to ensue 
that ddegates find the arrival and leg- 
istcation procedures esqie^ent and 
fieienf. Moreover, the ndnistty has set 
iq> liaison offices in all the hoteb 
where die del^ates wiD slay in order 
to provide them wife any help feat 
may be needed. 

However, prepaiiDg for such a con- 


ference was no easy feat and, ac- 
cordb^ to Madi, it required the he^i 
and cooperation of ‘‘all govemmental 
dqiolinents, especially the foreign, 
interior and tourism minisLii es.” 

With the logistics taken care of^ fee 
rest, be said, is vqi to the businesamen. 
In fins light, MJ^A m is a prime op- 
portunify for Egyptian bosioessmea to 
establi^ a direct line of contact wife 
their international counterparts. 

**1 think it is a very good opponunity 
to put Egypt cm the mteroamw busi- 
ness 03ap,” stated Modi 

It is also a chance for Egyptian com- 
panies to preseto then pTOje^ to busi- 
nessmen from around the ^obe. 
“Egypt is preseoting quite a number 
of mqor fleets that are ready to be 
rm pWnen ted More important they 
touch on all aqiects of trade, econ- 
orny, tomisni dnoughoot the country 
as a wbede,” he added. 

It is on these points feat die le- 
mahirng 40 per cent of die confer- 
ence's success will be determined. 
This, however, will only be de- 
temAi ed after fee confiieoce is over 
and after fee del^ates have had dme 
to fescuss the projects in the jneedDgs 
andwodeshops. 


Wife the diinl Middle East/Norfe Africa ec- 
onomic conference (MENA HI) around fee 
comer, conference organisers are aiudoiis to 
ensure feat fee programme help particqiants 
realise fee meeting’s maiii objective, as 
stated by its slogan — “Bufiding for the fii- 
'tuie: Creating an investor-frienfey environ- 
ment”. To th^ cod, organisers of fee con- 
ference, nduch will be held in Cairo from 
12-14 November, have put togefeer a roster 
that sedcs to paint a pictnre of fee tegion as 
an excellent investment caption and a strong 
cortgretitor in fee global economy, Tbe pro- 
gramme designed for MENA 10 places a 
premium on interactive debates, and offers 
die neatly 3,000 busiflessmen, country del- 
egates and institidioQal representatives 
robediiled to aferod a maximum amount of 
ding ibr networidng m.tp.hrfnMlriTig 
Logisdcally, the programme is divided 
into and themafe; sessions, together 
with project presentations and industry 


The plenary sessions will discuss die ma- 
jor dimnes of the conference, and mil set 
tite st^ and provide the fiatneworic for 
thematic sesskms and wodcshop& >^nong 
tbe broad tt^ncs up for discussion in fee 
plenary sessions, over the three-day dura- 
tion,' are, *Peace and ec o nomic d^lop- 
menf , ‘Investment: opportunities, potential 


and changes' and *A vision for the ftature: 
the East and North Africa in fee 

next century'. 

'Ihe feematic sessions, project presenta- 
tions and workshops will be held simultane- 
oosly in order to afford participant aiough 
time to discuss fee recommendations, pro- 
posals and outcomes, and to set fee ^reral 
fiamewmk needed for an improved regional 
investment climate. Partidpaots are ex- 
pected to discuss fee most apprcqmate pol- 
icies necessary to increase investment, com- 
merce, trade and assist conqianies to bettor 
understand and pn^ct the basin ess en- 
vironment in the regioiL 

Some thematic sessions will focus on a 
particular oountiy, such as die session en- 
titied, ‘An in-depfe examination of fee PaJ- 
estinian Economy'. Other sessions tackle 
re^onal issnes soeb as, ‘Peace, risk assess- 
ment and conqietitiveDess: Business stzat- 
^es of multinationals in the Middle East 
North Afiica', ‘Water' and ‘The Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership’. 

The industry worksb^ will coincide 
with fee thematic sessions on fee second 
and feiid days of fee (x^erence. They in- 
clude special vroikshops dealing vritfa fee 
problems encountered by «nall and micro- 
enlexppses when doii% business as well as 
potential solutions. Also on die ageaida are 


sectoral worksht^w vifeicfa focus on sector- 
spei^c issues such as agriculture, elec- 
tronics, infonnation tedmology and trans- 
poitation. Both mdustry and sectoiai wmk- 
shops will allow participants to meet wife 
officials and businessmen and to pursoe 
new business and partnership opportunities. 

Tbe project preWations will allow fef- 
foient participating states like Egypt, fee 
Palestinian. Anfeorhy, Qatm, Morocco and 
Israel to present dieir projects. These ses- 
sions will also provide room for discussing 
fee other regioiial projects already agreed 
iqion during the C^*ahlanca and Amman 
economic conferences, like fee Bank for 
Econmnic Coopendoa and Developmoit in 
fee Middle Eak and North Africa, Soidhr 
east Mediterranean EcoiKxmc Developmeut 
and tbe Taba-Eilat-Armba macro area 
(TEAM). 

In ackli^ to the frxmal sesskms, the 
pre-otganised matriv nialcmg process 
country hmehes ate d egjgnerf fe 
participants to bold informal mfutring. 
These lunches will be hosted by lepie- 
sentaiives of various countries of tte r^idn 
so that they inay present their economic de- 
velopment priorities. The hmehes are 
an invaluable means of networking and in- 
fornial contact-making between ^ey de- 
cisitm-makers and business Iradeis. 




Refiigies 

£e deBordemmt des Qrmds 
Pariement 
(Brioriti d C'iconomie 

Conference economique du Caire 
^Espoirs tt cramUs dks fiommes d'affaires 

O EnquSte 

Les cmq questions 
de ['affaire fBautroS'^fiaR 


O Francophonie 

jC 'amSitUm d'une presse pCus dynamique 

□ Coupe du monde de football 

Course aw^ quaJ^icatums 0 
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Ibrahim Nafie 


Tours and security 

Conference organisers and security officials are working overtime to ensure 
that MENA III is trouble-free, report Jailan Halawi and Rehab Saad 


Wife some 3,000 del^ates, businessmen 
and joumalists, finm over 80 countries, de- 
on ^ho to attend fee third Mid- 
dle East/Norfe Africa economic confer- 
ence ^ifSZA np, Egypt's security 
■ppmiiiie along with the conference or- 
ganisers, are woddng around die clock to 
e nsu re feat te oaly gdpos butinessmen 
and delegates win have wfil be among 
themselves as fh^ hammer out deals. 

“The Cairo Jjuenational Conference 
Certtre (CICC) is ready,” said Adel Abdel- 
h^ of fee Egy^m Tourist Aufeor- 
and fee OCC “Alcmg wife tbe feree 
tnam hafts, another two ate ready and are 
an eq uip ped 'wiifa audioAriaual facilities 
and inUa^ e tatl on services for diffotenl 
lan giMigeB. poT fee more than 1,200 jour- 
nal]^ tdqfeones and fexes abound.” 

On tbe aOaee hand , secuiiQr precautions 
are eBctensrve and eoamrebBative. 

“Walk started moom ago in the Interior 
Mhnstry and security prqnradons for the 
eanferenee are air-^ht,” said Major Gen- 
eral M'^***^ Abdel-Qa^. first assistant 
to fee tniniater of mtetiof. Accordiog to 
Abdd-Qader, fee nation's security ap- 

pantas has a good deal of experience m 
pi ^ri ng for such conferences. 

“Over fee past couple of years, Egypt 
has played to over 200 ioteraatio^ 
emtierences *** were held without a sin- 
^ secuiiiy breach," he said. 

Ife ad^ “Our success in securing pre- 
vious conferences, in addition to E^l’s 
position as the cultural and economic cen- 
tre of fee Middle East, have cneouro^ 
ii i immM intemational ftmuiis to select 
Egypt as fee base for their gafeerings.'' 


However, Abdel-Qader said that this 
conference is difierent from ofeeis held in 
Egypt since the movement of the delegates 
will not be limited to Cairo, but will ex- 
tend to ofeer parts of the country. As a re- 
sult, there are special security precautims 
at Egyptian airports, ports and other points 
of entry throu^Mut the country. 

These preparations have gone hand-in- 
hand with others designed to promote 
Egypt as a golden tourist and investment 
opportunity. To timi end, formal in- 
vitidions have been extended to some del- 
egates and businessmen to visit various 
touristic sites, as well as new communities 
and industrial cities. In addition, noted Ab- 
del-Aziz, fee Ministry of Tourism is going 
to bold a large exhibition on the sidelines 
of fee conference to display Egyptian tour- 
ist items and m highijgjit tourism develop- 
ment projects in the country. 

“Brochures of differeut Egyptian tourist 
destinations will be distributca to the par- 
ticipants, catering outlets will be available 
at the CfCC and the Mmistry will hold an 
Egyiitian Night to entertain the guests and 
provide feem wife a taew. of Egypt,” Ab- 
dcI-Aziz told Al~Ahram WeAfy. 

But for sucb promotion^ efforts to be 
successful, safe^ and comfort are par- 
amount. “Our aim is to encourage these 
businessmen to invest their money in 
Egypt, and feis cannot be achieved u^ess 
security, which is tbe for invesimeiit, 
is assured,” Abdel-Qoder said. 

Security anangements are ti ^t m and 
around the Cairo Intcroational Conference 
^trc (CICC), where most of fee meet- 
up are to take place. To secure fee per- 


anonom toe conlerence centre, a 
contingent of police will be dqtloyed 
eluding uniformed and nndercover 
es,” said Abdel-Qader. Their mazD 
jective will be to secure fee safol 
delegates while they are in tbe CICC 
making trips around the dty, 

“We are preparii^ these tr^ for 
who have time to take a quick lo^ at 
ro's heritage,” said Karim EI-Menaba 
Emeco Tours, which is h»r«ni»>g 
m transportation and accommodatiQ 
the delegates. “We are also prepari 
guide which includes afi fee bas 
formation about Egypt, includrne its < 
omy and tourist tiles.” 

In addition to secuti^ at file C 
where searches and double 
customary, aU fee hotels wOl be he 
guarded. In terras of behind-fee-sceaie 
^ty preparations, ejqilanied A! 
Qader, ^ Ministry of Interior has 
tamed mgh-imh securi^ equi pm ent 
arc wH equipped, and have at our 
posBl highly-sophisticated eh 
surveOlance. monitoring cameras and 
commumeation devices,” he said. 

Busin^smen, however, are likely t 
in^ imposed wife fee focilities a 
^le la their hotels. “Three exea 
floora at our hotel will be set aside 
specially equipped for businessn 


Nagwa Emad, director of pul 
lations at Sonesta Hotels. “The 
business centre will be open 24 1 
Jy, and there will always be emi 
to provide general clerical and^ 
help. 
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MENA III 






e for business 


Leading businessman F^d Khamis speaks to Gamal Nkramah about Cairo’s MENA HI. 
which allows businessmen to run ^e show and makes polrticians, for once, take the back seat 


Mdhamed fWd Kh^ is Dot 3^ Khamb.describes himself as smao rf 

uyptiaD' en- dustry, not. a bdsinessman, is teDihg. • “1 
trqaeneor. He might not be ^x)Dtaneous, am an indnsBialisc,** he- 'stated cat- 
to te y a straigit talker. With egoricaDy. -Tbe tenh buunessman has 

s nmrimg ma^Jiaewa H- neaaove cmmotadoos in Egypt," Khaims 
Akkad, and photogi^iher. Sherif Son- said *n[Yaditioba] 

^ a «wple of weeks has it that, bo^essmen Imw protruding 

before die dmd Middle East-Nordi Africa bellies, have beaodful secretmes a^ 
(M^A m) at his make a lot of money by playing duty 
Nasr Oiy headqnaneis. He stees^ onr tricks. In jbort, bnsiiiessinen are siro^ 
unaD p^.io a plosh office and sat os posed to be Woodsuckeis. Thtf is not a 
MCttjtio^y' com&^le very positive imaM for db l99M.~ Bitt I 
cnairs. He odered us coscomary cups believe there is a mari^ atrift Jn popular 
of ^ tea ' in an aotbontaiive vtdee. 1& dunking ab<^ busmess bumnessmen 
hmgfat and athMc boOd were imposing, in Egypt tbd^. I believe die Egyptian 
Kbamis swarthy and handsome looks re- public now Tiai^na to what 
mforced the charisma of the man of Hty- have to s^." ' 

s m nwh ing .- • One was | left • whboat ibe So who is Kbands? A graspug c^hal- 
shgbl^t doobt diat a tiger, pot a cipher, xst? He is by no conservative; he 
runs the show. Carpets were everywhere is dating, be. takes his chances,' boi you 
— qmwimg damdandy all over- the get .die impresaon that he li-^ Iqr the 
floor, h a pgin g on die walls, even framed rule book.- He nnis aroond widi die most 
in_ spectacular photos and paintings. Kha- important people in the commy. *^vety^ 
mis is a man ^rtio talra his wiMk very se? body is m* business to *"■!?*» mmey. 
liously, muL he_ obvioosly has an] eye &r There is.nothmg criminal about iwaWng 
Stings m life. nubey. The problem is when m<niey is 

_ Wim Rum Khamis yoo ga die ihipies- made ^ foul means,’* Khamis sod. He 
a<m that bnsipess, like -politics,' is a sport, has risen-to the he igfrta of fame and 
It is the terrain where hard'-decisioiis ate fortune, .but be is g«ii an* ibn bdlady 
n ia^ and he certainly conducts die' game . toughO' tFanslaoed as a *^sod of the soil <K" 
with aplond). He is a member of the Shu- -die countiy." Pi^le who bow say 
ra Council, die chainnan of the Federa- ' so. ' 

tioD oi Egyptian Indnstries and an active How win -die Cairo -cpnferei^ differ 
tneinber and former presideot of the lOdi from its predecessors in and 

of Ramzan Gty Investors’ AssodadoiL Amman? i^Gu^Ianca was a political 
in addition to heading the Oriental Weav- merriage puty for tiiC ' feiaelis, intn^ 
eis Group. dudng the ! new bride to the Arabs. In 

No one really knows how fer buaness- Amman the bride and 1^ relives jgot 'io 
men influence political dhectiqn in Egypt, know ber.in-laws better. We k bu^iess- 
today. Does a Farid iQiamis' less cv more men of die Middle East should ^ to- ' 
make any differenoe?* Wdll, accorffing m grtber ^ six teknow' each btherlwaer. 
die reasoning of the 1990s, it does. Kh^ The focus in- Amman wie rm the macn^ 
mis was cewain that pofitieians- riiould leveL The. Cairo conference is tbe_siBD- 

take the back seat and leave busuessmen ntir for busmess people. The ibens hi 

to run the show at MENA IIL He is one . Cairo U gnng to be on the micro^v^ 
of the major figures wodong behind the basinessmen gedng tQgedier to t^ bnsi- 
scenes to ‘*mrite fee Cairo coatierence a TKSsr Klmtus said. 
resoundi]^ success. - Not even Israeli . '^^^gypt'is onderiated.' The reladonfeip 
Prime kfiiustef Binyamin Netanyahu’s between Egypt and the Unhed States is 

hostile antics and intransigence can stop very good. But there is the need to bener 

the success of MENA m," he said. : ntinet Egyptian produeb m ^ US. W 

In tins part of the wpdd, hurinesonen are' wotkag baitl thrraigli diffemt dian- 
rarely grab ^ headHnes. That Farid n^ sudi as fee U^Egyptun Preddents' 


Council, to market successfully EgST^ 
and &yptian goods in America," ne 
pmntedc^ 

“Our '{uiorhy is to create a friendly 
business environmeut in E^dl We are 
encouraged by the efforts of President 
Hosni Mubai^ and the new govern- 
ment's approach to creating a ftlimam 
conducive to busioess. The American side 
of the Residents’ CouncQ is also hebring 
to boon Egyi^s image iu the US. fid 
' Wdker, - die American ambassadOT, ■ is 
making.sijenuoiis efforts to boost the im- 
age of Egypt in the'US. He travelled to 
America tiim times this year in order to 
.promote Egypt and Egyptian nodnets- 
over there." Khamis said. Amei^ is a 
natural market for Egyptian products, be 
emphasised.. 

What about Europe? Khamis was cer- 
-tain dial Europe’s 'motives" for in- 
corporating some of the North African 
and Middle Eastern countries into its ec- 
. ODomic orbit were not altruistic. “Europe 
is interested in us not rimply because it 
wants m help ns. Euroii« is interested in 
ns (rimatily fin- sdvaodsg their own in-^ 
terests. Th^ see the Meditenanean Sea 
as a European swimming pool. Whoever 
possesses the economic power also has 
the ^UticaJ power. The European inter- 
est in North Africa is shniJar to fee 
.American interest in Mexico. It is in fee 
inietert of the US to have Mexico in the 
North American Flree Trade AgreemeuL 
I do not see any contradiction in the Eu- 
ropean Union wanting to expi^ east- 
wards into fee former communist states 
of Eastern and Central Europe on the 
one hand and Us interest in the countries 
of the souths half of the Med- 
iterranean Basin on die other. We, as 
Arab businessmen, value the pannerfeip 
wife Europe," Khamis stressed. ‘^Europe 
and fee Arab world have mutual inter- 
ests." 

What riiout businms opportunities 
wife J^>an? “The Japanese are often 
slow tp make radical moves. They have 
made it very clear i» several occasions 
that dieir interests lie pimarily with 
dieir iinznecfiate neighbours in East Asia. 
They say that at a later stage they may 


consider expanding business with us in 
the Middle East. It is also important to 
note that the Japanese will want to get a 
signal from the US to proceed with ex-' 
panding business with our region. Jap- 
anese businessmen wfll wait for clear in- 
dications that fee region is peaceful 
before they move in to do business on a 
big scale here. The Japanese are a very 
organised and disciplined people," Kha- 
mis explained. 

What about terrorism in EgyfX? Is it 
' not a problem feat frightens away all but 
the most intrepid investor? Terrorism is 
a iimblem that puts people «ff doing 
business in this of the world. How- 
ever. Khamis was confi^nt that lenor- 
ism is a problem that can be contained. 
He said, ‘'There is no long-term place 
for terrorism in tins country. Terrorism 
- is impcMted from abrerad, and gained 
strong m the past from the poverty and 
ecoDomic problems of the least de- 
veloped part of the country • — Ufqier 
EQTpt. A purposeful today b^ds a pros- 
perous tomo'rrow. President Mubarak hit 
the nail on the head when be launched a 
spedal effort, the Media Project for 
Upper Egypt’s Devclt^iment to develop 
southern EgypL The focus is on the crea- 
tion of jobs and on encouraging in- 
.vestors, both local and foreign, to invest 
in Upper Egypt. The success of the 
Sharm El-Sheikb summit and Egypt's 
record of dealing severe blows to terror- 
ists and stemming fee tide of political vi- 
olence is heartening." 

What about the many detractors of 
MENA in? They dismiss the conference 
as a rose to allow Israel to dominate the 
region ecooomically. And what about 
the security problems feat dog the re- 
gion? “The Middle East peace process 
must succeed if fee region is to ^velop 
economically," Khamis stressed. Is tte 
Middle Eart peace process an un- 
sioppaUe tide or a monotonous serial? 
There is only one way out of the mess 
created by Netanyahu: fee softening of 
the IsraeU position. And regional ec- 
onomic integration? His own criterion of 
success is managing to work under 
strKsfril circumstances, a measure be 


-I?' 
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also applies to the tortuous peace pro- 
cess. 

Do issues such as rampant un- 
employment. poverty and t er rori s m not 
make for sobering reflection? “The prob- 
lems facing . fee region are not in- 
surmountable. We possess fee ability to 
poll through. Inde^ we are over fee 
worst," Kbamis declared. Real bu^ess 
is ab(^ making money. Real politics is 
about the strode for power. Up to a 
point, his instincts are to smoofe fee 
rough edges. He has faith in the Arab- 
Israeli peace process and believes feat 
Arabs can do business wife Israelis. He is 
a man of many seasons. He was a Nas- 
snist in die heady days of the 1960s. He 
was youi^ and impetuous. Some of the 
passion lingers on — bis rision is an 
Egyptian economy figuring prominently 
in the tvorid arena. When? “Businessmen 
from around the world are comiog to 
Cairo’s MENA coofereuce. Many busi- 
ness deals are going to be signed. None 
of this would have been possible a 
couple of decades ago," Khaims smiled. 
“Egypt has made important strides in fee 
fi^ against bureaucracy and red tape, 
winch hampered business oppornnuties 
in the past.” 

The relationship between politicians 
and the private sector’s entrepreneurs has 
often been characterised by a mutual con- 
tempt they have bad difficulty con- 
oealhig. Now. more than at any other 


time, there is a de- 
termined effort to heal 
1 fee alMusiotts of the 

J past — but not to gloss 

over fee mistakes. For 

* {i^-revolutionaty pe- 

riod. the private sec- 
tor’s leaders are per- 
mitted to encroach on a 
hitherto forbidden do- 
] °<ain — directing the 

country’s economy. 

But things could still 
be better. The 
lationship between gov- 
emment and fee private 
sector is friendly, but it 
is certainly ix>t a romantic affair. Many 
businessmen, including Khamis, are 
pressing the government to liberalise die 
economy frufeer. Some io^ioitani iegisla- 
tiOD pertaining to investment and ofeer 
aspects of business has recently been 
passed. It was a most welcome relief. If 
that legislation had been passed 25 years 
ago the political history of the last quar- 
ter of a century might have been very dif- 
ferenL But Khamis is not one to dwell 
too much on the past. 

Nasserists have long since lost power, 
but tiieir influeoce is still considerable. 
Khamis feigned innocence when queried 
about the ^aige that be is, or at least 
was, a Nasserist of sorts. “Yes, we are 
all Nasserists," he said in a somewhat 
evasive manner. The Nasserists’ mission 
to govern in everyone’s interests — but 
more so those of fee poor, the dis- 
advantaged and the margmaU^ — is a 
cause dear to his heart Nasser repre- 
sented the interests of fee whole nation. 1 
had hardly thought it possible for some- 
one as fervent a Nasserist as Khaims to 
be so clever at business. 

Khamis wants to see the development 
of a genuine partnership approach to 
busmess between (he govemmeni and the 
private sector. How important MENA m 
will be historically remains to be seeiL 
Kbamis is optimistic that it will enrich 
the region ^ those who come to do 
business here. 


The importance of being regional 

Politicians m^y control the regional ciimate, but it is businessmen who make regional economic coop-, 
er^on and integration — an absolute n^essHy In today’s world — a reality, writes Shafiq Gabr 


STp > d 


Three global -developineDts- 
have had far-rradtung effects are 
yet to be folly untittstood ihjfae 
business context in fee Midffle 
East. 

The first is lfae:idaaise of 
Soviet Union, which confrifaBted 
to the movero^ of global in- ' 
vestments into Rnssia. CIS dwn> , 
tries. Easteni -.Europe, and China 
as never before, ciesth^ a stroi^ . 
competitive enviromneot for cfq>- 
rtal movement. '' 

Tlie sea»d is dw remaricalile 
commtmiaflions revolntioo windi. 
is coDtributi^ to an acceles^on 
in economic' actitn^ and a mudi 
more transparem worid ecODoa^ 
wife techiKfeigy and infonnation' 
crossing bocdeis at an im- 
snipasm pxbt. In reality, tins 
levtdution ts jnst bbgi&ping- 

The itaihl ra the growth bf.re- 
gk^ .eqpnQrmc J6Qes..^..liave^ 
as' never 'hjsfoi^ to. take' a 
key role in 'woiid econbimcs: The 
Eiuopean Union, NAFTA, Mer- 
cosur and ASEAN are examples. 


of SDCcessfril re^onal economic 
blocs feat have contributed to 
gpowfe of investment, greater in- 
ter-trade relations and econonuc 
brtteimeni of the region as a 
whole. 

These tiiree ' global', develop 
. ments .are baiv^ a substantia] 
ioqiact wmidwii^ both .pofit- 
Ic^y and ecoixnmeally. Here in 
the Mkkfle East we have not paid 
enoii^ BltefoiQn to the economic 
sod fauaness reqidreroents flow- 
ing from these d^elopinents. 

The MENA, .economic confer- 
ence offieis fee private sector in 
fee TOgjoh .a superb o^iortunity 
for its voice to.be beard. And it is 
a voice feat innrt. be heard 
cmise, while politicians may pro- 
vide or at least influence the re- 
c^tzveness 'of the economic 
ebvnonment, h is business «4iicb 
jfin. .. make .regional. ..economic 
cobpeiaiioa a reali^. ' . 

At piteent only about six pet^ 
cent of fee region’s trade is done 
wifein fee j^oh'hseif. This fes- 


^^imingly low level is a result 
of interference and hindrance by 
govenimcDts through, for ex- 
a^le, trade protocols, tariff bar- 
riers and barreucracy. The cold 
hand of governroent touches eve- 
ry importer, exporter and would- 
investm* throu;^out fee Middle 
East and North Africa; Against 
so^ a bacriec, it is something of 
a miracle tiiat inter-r^onal trade 
has reached even there low lev- 
ds. It is' fiequeutiy easier to do 
buaness wife countries feousands 
of miles vfeere die oh- 

stadre are eifeer fewer or small- 
er. 

.Many regional governments are 
working to liberalise economies 
and to create commercial and le- 
gal environments mote conducive 
to private investment and regional 
trade, but at varying ieveU and 
diffetiog spreds. With the encoor- 
agement ca private businesses, fee 
momentum towards diange can 
increase. 

. The lack of a com pr riieDsive 


and jnst peace in the Middle East 
and recent delays by fee Israeli 
government in folfilliDg its (de- 
viously ^reed upon commit- 
ments also create a difficult en- 
viroDinent for global and local 
investors who are looking for a 
stable and secure regional maiket 
for their capital and goods. A uni- 
fied, long-term vision for ec- 
onomic growth among regional 
business communities can be a 
powerful force in encoura^g 
governments to return to the path 
of peace already forged. 

Egypt, of course, pioneered the 
peace pre^s in fee Middle East 
and re mains fee Steadfast corner- 
stone of that process. This in- 
fluences tile perspective of the 
Egyptian business person vfeich 1 
would summarise as follows: 

• Regional economic coop- 
eration is necessary to int^rate 
from strength into fee global 
economy; 

* A regional maiket is needed 
for multinationals to invest; 


• A comprehensive and ^ 

just pe^ is a prerequisite H 
for re^ona] ecooomic nor- H 
malisation; H 

• Continuous movement H 

toward peace and tiie H 
strengthening of fee peace H 
process is a necessary in- H 
gredient for greats econom- H 
ic aud business links in the ■ 
region; and H 

• Egypt after its econom- 
ic reform programme is 
ready to become the gateway for 
multinatioDais into fee Middle 
East and AMca. 

Countries wife a common de- 
nomiiutor of values, principles, 
interest and benefits can become 
fee core of a true Middle East/ 
North Africa regional bloc. Pri- 
vate business people in fee region 
can and should le^ the way. 

Private business can remforce 
both the process of peace and en- 
suing agreements through busi- 
ness initiatives in nei^bouring 
countries, as weil as at home — 


which build on the strengths of 
each nation (hrough trade and 
manufacturing partnerships. In- 
vestment can begin by upgrading 
existing facilities, improving 
product quality to meet inter- 
national standards and developing 
fee skills of employees that wiu 
improve efficiencies to meet fee 
demands of a more competitive 
business eovironmenu Collabora- 
tion to form regional institutions 
wife fee participatiou of private 
business to addr^ resources, en- 
vironment. disarmament and oih- 


I er important issues 
can begin now. And, 
business can actively 
promote and invest in 
cultural, educational 
and interasbip ex- 
change (HOgrammes 
feat will increase nn- 
derstanding and ac- 
ceptance by each na- 
tion's citizens of fee 
benefits of regional 
cooperation. 

The Cairo economic conference 
is a timely and appropriate venue 
for business to be heard and for 
cross-border and cross-continent 
relationships to be formed. The 
2.000 plus senior-level govern- 
ment and private sector confer- 
ence parti^ants should not let 
this opportunity pass them by. 

The urriter is head of the Amer- 
ican Chamber of Commerce in 
Egypt and chairman and man- 
aging director of the Artoc Group 
for investment and Development. 


Evolution of the MENA economy 

Mohamed Ei-Ensm, <Hi^ most critical developments of the economy of the Middle East 

and North Africd, argues; that a virtuous cycle of reform and integration is the region's win-win option 


fovestment ded^ixis are afiiseted by. dor 
velopmenls in (be auacio-ecbnoaQr,.' After 
an, tte macro-ecoDORw ra ah impodaiit 
deteeminant of the <rf an nw 

vestment Wife, a at» nmifeer of »- 

vesUMS from mside arid entade fee r^fon' 
anen din g ifae - Kfiddle •East/Noefe Africa 
(N^A) ooiifiBeB|«) il seems paitiodat|y 
a p(»p(ffi a te to reitiew fee r^on’s macro- 
eoonoihy' — ^ past ptU^ and fotirte. 

The MENA'ee«(«iy is of ag ni ficant 
importance .in the worid oodsioiriy. 'ft hu 
substantial natraral and hu nwn roso ui ce 
endovrtiients, a ia^ dcmiastic iharkec raid 
a tradition't^eBir^Rnearsfab) and tiadeL: 
P»pifwring fee legjon’S' subatantid ec^. 
onomic potential- dqieods oo'fee'MENA- 
countries* pofines and devdopmenra- in 
iwwnfwrifMiat eninarewiiienr. ... 

Ecoonnic prdides '-in fee reoeat past 


' ative Mtfgniai fwrtvs. As a resnlt after 
registering lelaiivdy it^Hd growth in tire ' 
1970s ^ 1980s. the ie^’s na- 

tiooal income M grewerf- The per 

tnewnfr level in 1995 .wais .some 
four per cent below its leiU a decade earf 
Uer; thiste s timewbenil^r^ 1^40 per. 
f ere in devel^ung boantries ra .-a wlmle 
and 1^ 80 per cent in tire inoie dyiuanic 
Asian ^ ecMMxni^. Coose^i^y, . im- 
employment - lerek .• in .! cenm ^MfiNA . 
eountnra have (oo. lndt oom- 


the Isrse iwmhef of new ennstis uno iiie 
labonr foroe. Tlte..overa n .< 3feaH KMTitfng 
economic p ei f cac w nee ffisoonnged in-. 


.flows of foceiSB c^tal.and indoeed res- 
idents to bold a significant part of feear 
cMid outside tberegioa. 

The past has beeo.by DO means all n^- 
adve. ingress has bera made in rednemg 
financial imbalances and reverritig die ex- 
plosive’ growth in extenial debt tiiat had 
.taken place' earlier, Egypt is a good il- 
hutratimi of tins. the. tod^.defidt was 
reduced from over.20 per eient of GDP to 
.13 per cent in 1995/96. siqiported by pra- 
rienc . monetary policy. As. a result m- 
.flatkm decGri^ to . 7 per cent and die 
comliy’s international reservra rose to the 
very ccanfonable equivalent of some 18 
rramtiis import covra. At fee same tirrie. 
.-aided by d^'.redDCtuxi, die . oouniiy's 
stock td external debt fell from 75 per 
ceruofGI^in June 1992 rounder 50 per 
cent by Jnne. 1996J 

.'Wfe better econonne pphaes and a 
more favourable external environment in. 
1996, several countries in .tire le^ou are 
puifeig behind them dieir record oS stag- 
nant economic gionfe. The're^on as a 
wfacie is latQef^ to grow at a rate of 

- over fixrr per cent, .double, that of Ian 

year. This wiU tesuli ip die first year of 
poritive per c apita inebme growth rince 
'1992..fofl^ob continues' to (ao- 

jeeied.to readi 12.percentcoiiqiaiedtoan 

• avera^ of .17 pet; cent -in. 1993/S^ Tlie - 
balance-Of paymoiis perfonnance is also 

- inuaovii:^ led lednetidos in trade im- 

and a cnrrent.aocoiint defidtpro- 
jected at under two pa* cent of GDP in 
1996, the lowert Iwl reern^ so far this 


decade. As a result forrign exdmige re- 
serves strengfenn. 

Regional interaction, however, has re- 
wiatned limited T^ recent setbacks to the 
peace jmeess have put mi hold various re- 
gnal infta sttu c tu re projects and onder- 
mined private sector interaction. At the 
same tinUt diey have imposed tremendous . 
press ur es on certain economies, particular- 
ly the Palestinian one, where the frequent 
border closures have aggravated the al- 
rwKiy serious uneoaploymeot situation in 
the West Bank and Ckaa and disrupted 
trade. It is critical feat steps be taken to 
inquove conditions in the Palestinian 
economy. 

Tjvyifing forward, tbm is nothing auto- 
matic riXMit gMrtaming the recent im^aove- 
ment in the eooniNnic and financial per- 
fonnance of the MENA r^on ra a whole. 
As reoQgiused by policy makers, it re- 
.quites- a coniinuons sirengtbeni^ of pol- 
icies. Ecoaomies need to consoli&te their 
macro-eccHioinic stabilisation and de e p e n 
and widen strnemra! refbnns to improve 
efikiency, increase inyesmient and en- 
hance jdb creatioiL ft is, therefore, ap- 
profuitee dial governments are pressing 
ah^ wife privatisation, der^nlation and 
Grade IzbraaUsadon. ' This will ensure the 
tnamtenaq ee of a siTOtig enabling envtron- 
ment, to be st^pcated by streiigtiieDed in- 
stituiiras and infonnariOD flows. 

Whfle the overall economic guns win 
outwd^ losses, ^ process of reform 
wilU'inerii^y, invidve imponani chang- 
es to the strocoire of the region’s ecem- 


omies, cansrng dislocation to certain 
wrakm and producers. This underlines 
the im pmtance of strengthening social 
safe^ nets to protect the most vulnerable 
groups cS the population ra well as en- 
hanang training and improring basic so- 
cial services. 

If sustained, MENA's improved ec- 
onoiruc perfrxiuance will resnlt in greater 
integratiou into fee world economy. Al- 
ready we are witnessing increased interest 
on the part of foie^n investors, ac- 
comptraed by closer linkag es between 
firms in MENA countries and industrial 
countries, as well as ferect access bV pri- 
vate sector MENA firms to fee latter's eq- 
uity and bond maikeis. This process needs 
to be maititained stuce it offers to the re- 
gioo the possOnl^ of resources that sup- 
plement domestic savings in financing 
productive investments. 

After accounizng for only one per cent 
of equity flows from industrial to de- 
vde^ing counnies, flows of potfblio cap- 
ital to fee MENA r^rai have picked up 
in recent months. There has been a dra- 
matic increase in the setting up of equity 
mutual funds directed lo the tegicKi bofe 
of-tbe conntiy and the r^ioual variety. 
Rivatc firms in Egypt and Ldranon have 
tapp^ directly into eqnity markets in in- 
dustrial countries nsing Global Depository 
Recetpis (GDRs). Tunisia has souctiy es- 
taUished itself m the intemational bond 
markets, placing issues on the Euro and 
Sammai martas - feerdty diversifying its 
external finandng approach in tiie cmitext 


of a pnident debt man^ment policy. 

Higher portfolio investment inflows 
are beirig accompanied by iarger direct 
foreign investraenL Accordingly, fee ^ 
gioQ is poised to go beyond the in- 
sufficient levels of to VA per cent of 
GDP witnessed in recent ye^. This is 
significant not only in terras of larger fi- 
nancing availability bat also in terms of 
positive ^ill-overs through the transfer 
^ technology and managerial tech- 
niques. 

The increased foreign investor attention 
to MENA economies has triggered a rush 
of credit ratings by intematimally rec- 
ognised companies such as Moodys and 
Standard St Poor. These ratings, in mm. 
are supporting broader institutional in- 
vests* interest in the region. Countries in 
fee regim compare relatively fovourably 
wife feose in Africa, central and eastern 
Eun^ and Latin America. Some have 

obtained investment grade ratings (such as 
Israel, Kuwait. Oman, Saudi A^ia, TU- 


■ nisia and the United 
Arab Emirates). Others 
are near investmeut 
grade ratings (eg Safa- 
ri Egypt, Jcur& and 
(^atar) and are rated the 
same or bigjtef fe™ 
countries such as Ar- 
gentina, Brazil and Tur^ 
key. 

It is aj^nopriate that 
fee MENA countries, 
and especially Egypt ra 
fee host, will not only “showcase" their 
improved economic p^ormance but will 
also stress that their countries are open for 
business, at the frafecoming conference. 
The regiou's ameliranting economic con- 
ditions and the increasingly enthusiastic 
investor rehouse constirate the basis of a 
virotoQS cycle. Sostusting the improve- 
ment of economic policy enhancBs the re- 
turn of private sector investment in the re- 
gion. At the same time, increased investor 
interest in the region means a broader 
range of financing sources lo help fund 
the economies* productive investments 
and enhance the development process. It 
is cleaiiy a win-win option. 


The writer is depwiy direaor of the Mid- 
dle Eastern Department ^ the Iraer- 
rmtional Mtmeiary Fund. Tne views ex- 
pressed in this article are those of the 
author and do not necasarily represeru 
those of Oie Fund. 
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6 MENA III 


Through Western eyes 

Representatives from countries outside the region spoke to Niveen Wahish of their MENA iil expectations 


Many countries from outside 
tbe region will be lepreseued 
at die diiid laddie E^-North 
Africa economic conference 
(MENA /dthough db- 
servers note that enthusiasm 
alxMit the Cairo conference is 
less dian that felt before tbe 
two previous MENA gath- 
erings in Casablanca and Am- 
man, ooQ-regioaai participaais 
are hoping Egypt’s business 
sector wiU make the ctmfer- 
ence a success despite tbe po- 
litical tension in tbe re^on 
caused by tbe snagged peace 
proc^. 

United States Ambassador 
to Cairo Edward Walker be- 
lieves the coiiferenoe is sure 
to be a success. He said that 
tbe political climate will cer- 
tainly affect people's atdtude 
towards the c^erence, but in 
the end, “the economic con- 
ference is a business confer- 
ence, and it has the right in- 
grediCTts to be a success." 
Acconding to Walker, tbe 
most imponant outcome of 
MENA in will be tbe amount 
of inv^tment secured from 
fcxeign sources. 

The US will be represented 
at the conference 1^ a 30- 
strong official delegation, 
headed by Secretary of State 


Waireu Christopher and ac- 
companied by around 300 
businessmen acting on behalf 
of about 120 US companies. 

Walker said that the sec- 
retaiy of state is heading the 
team because be has a strong 
interest in seeing tbe prospects 
for economic develc^nneDt in 
tbe region grow, ^t is a prin- 
cipal eJement of the peace 
cess Aat economic prosperity 
prevails in this region," 1 m 
stressed. 

During bis stay in Cairo, 
Giristopher is expected to 
meet Prxideat Hosni Mubarak 
and a number of Egyptian 
government ministers to dis- 
cuss fust Bad foremost the 
peace process. Walker said be 
also expects Christopher to 
emphasise the importance of 
mal^e the region more busi- 
□ess-mendly so that sig- 
Tiifieaitt foreign investment 
pours in and establishes a 
stable base for peace in the 
btiddle East *’We see a link 
between development and 
peace. There b an important 
foundation that has to be built 
— economic well-being." 

According to Walker, the 
conference wQl be the region's 
opportunity to atnact tbe in- 
vestment needed to bring 


about prosperity and develop- 
ment "1 ^ not know of any 
conference that can adraa 120 
US corpoiatimis,’' he said, 
pointing out thu Egyptians 
have the chance to showcase 
Egypt after die economie re- 
foims of tbe past six months. 

Walker commented that, 
since the conference’s aim is 
regional integration, projects 
presented at MENA in do not 
necessarily have to involve Is- 
rael as <ne of the parties. 
However, he s^d, ‘i>ecause of 
its location, Israel tends to be 
in the middle of a lot of 
things. For example, you can- 
not exclude Isr^ from le- 
^onal tourism." 

Walker stressed that in order 
to attract investment into the 
region inter-^Aiab cooperation 
needed to be enhanced and im- 
pediments to trade between 
Arab countries had to be re- 
duo^ *^vate companies 
whi^ want to invest in Egypt 
want to see Egypt as a le- 
ponal base for business," be 
sai^ "They want to have the 
population of tbe whole area 
as poteati^ consumers." 

funding s imilar views to 
WaUter's, Mic^l BeD, tbe 
Canadian ambassador to Cairo, 
said: "Despite the uncertainty 


occaaoned by tbe political 
change in the region, we ore 
faiily h^y with (he kind of 
response we have received 
from the Canadian private sec- 
rex'." He said that atout 40 Ca- 
nadian private secKX com- 
panies, repraenting a wide 
of activities, will attend 
M^A EL By comparison, 23 
Canadian companies were 
resented in Amman and only 
eight went to Casablanca. "It 
is a sign that the cooq>anies 
are pi epare d to look at die re- 
gion soiously," Bell said 

The Canadian delegation will 
be headed by the Canaan 
foreign minis ter. *ThU dem- 
onstrates tbe level of interest 
and our desire to become in- 
volved in tbe conference,” Bell 
commenterL 

He said tbe Canadian gov- 
enuneot took great interest in 
tbe two previous MENA con- 
ferences and is now providing 
technical assistance to help 
with tbe oiganisaiion and pro- 
motion of the Cairo confer- 
ence. “We are doing this be- 
cause we believe in tiie 
importance of this conference 
and in die economic fu&ire of 
this area, especially the Egyp- 
tian maricet," Bell said. 

The Canadian ambassador 


said that wfaai is required for 
projects to be realised is a 
more mvesonent-friendiy en- 
vironmeot. Concerning Egypt, 
he said, "We are impr^sed be- 
yond OUT expeccatioas at the 
develt^ent which has come 
about since the advent of tbe 
Kamal El-Ganzouri govern- 
ment" However, he pointed 
out. “there are laws and regu- 
lations that date from an ear- 
lier time wldch cballen^ the 
imagination of potential in- 
vestors. Tbe ministers and of- 
ficials recognise the problem 
and filings are improving, but 
we would like to see them im- 
{xove more." 

Toriien Holtze, acting bead 
of tbe European Commission's 
delegation to the conference, is 
optimistic about tbe event The 
European Union is represented 
by a gmall official delegation, 
but this, according to Holtze. 
is because iheir representation 
is mainly dependent on private 
seeux participation. "The aim 
of the conference is to 
mote investment, and officials 
are there only to act as moder- 
ators,” be said. Holtze agreed 
vriifa Bell that whai is needed 
for improving tbe investment 
climate is quicker regulatory 
reforms. 



A reluctant 


participant 


For the Arab League’s secretary-general, MENA HI will be an 
opportunity to reassert that real regional economic progress 
cannot be divorced from politics, reports Aziza Sami 


After len^y deliberations, Esmat Ab- 
del-Meguid, the secretary-general of 
the Arab League, last week accepted 
an invitation to attend MENA QL Ab- 
del-Meguid, who accepted the in- 
vitation after what a source close to 
him described as "an initial reluctance 
to do so”, will bead tbe League’s del- 
egation to the three-day econcMiiic con- 
ference in Cairo. 

The source explained that until last 
week Abdel-Meguid, perturbed by re- 
cent setbacks in the Middle East peace 
process, had been in two nunds about 
attending tbe conference. Another 
source of concern for tbe Arab League 
secretary-^neral was the absence of 
sevoal Arab countries from the con- 
ference. notably Lebanon, Syria, libya 
and Jordan, which will oitiy field a 
business delegation. He stated that tbe 
decisiem to attend the conference, de- 
iqrite tbe that tbe League for- 
mally upholds dte long-soiuting Arab 


economic boycott of Israel, is in line 
with "die League’s policy ever since it 
attended tbe 1991 Middle East peace 
conference in Madrid and tbe ensuing 
economic conferences in Casablanca 
and in Amman." 

Abdel-Megu'd will attend only tbe 
first session of tbe conference on 12 
November, then will fly to Rome to 
attend a meeting organised by tbe 
UN's Food and Agriculture Organ- 
isation (FAO) . 

In his opening speech, be wQI derioe 
tbe Arab position vis^-vis several is- 
sues. roost prominent of which will be 
the peace process which has been 
stalled since Israeli Prime Minister Bi- 
oyamin Netanyahu was elected to of- 
fice last May. Abdel-M^guid will also 
call for Israel's adherence to tbe ex- 
isting peace t^reeroents, warn that tbe 
escalation Ixougbt abom by recent Is- 
raeli actions in the Palestinian oc- 
cupied tecriuxies will <xdy result in a 


new Intifada and reaffirm Arab Je- 
rusalem's status as an occupied ter- 
ritory since 1967. 

Other key topics to be addressed in 
the speech will be the League's posi- 
tion that, economic and political nor- 
malisation between the Arabs and Is- 
rael. including the success of regional 
economic cooperation, are contingent 
on Israel’s adherence to all existing 
peace agreements. 

The League had exhibited flexibili^ 
over exceptions to the Arab economic 
boycott, in part as a de facto ac- 
ceptance of economic coopenuion be- 
tween Israel and the Arab states which 
have signed peace agreements with Is- 
rael. The Le^e had also accepted the 
lifting of the ban on some international 
companies that do business with Israel 

In response to reports that the 
League, throngb some of its member 
conntries. would present a 'plan of ac- 
tion’ designed to veto any regional ec- 


onomic agreements which might be to 
Israel's undue advama^ Kamal Si- 
nada, deputy-director of the Arab 
League's Economic Affairs De- 
partment, which was only recently in- 
cloded in the League's delegation to 
MENA ni, said £ai his departnient 
would present "no economic agenda 
whatsoever" to the conference. 

lixafiim Mofneddin. a member of Ab- 
del-Meguid's office, said that since the 
League "is an otgamsation..- which re- 
spects the sovereignty of Arab states and 
tbe divergence between the positions of 
different Arab countries with regard to 
Israel, the League will not present any 
agenda for economic action." 

However, "given that politics and ec- 
onomics are two sides of the same 
com, economic tssoes will be tackled 
in broad terms," he stated. "There can 
be no truly fhntfiil ectmomic coop- 
eration divorced from tbe political re- 
alities 00 the ground." 


Peace’s meager 

After 17 years of cold peace, 
^ M M Q+ Egyptian-lsraeli economic ties 
I I 1 V C70 1 . remain limited in scope 


Ever since Egypt signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1979. becoming the fust Arab coun- 
try to do so, the newly-established relations 
between the two countries have been de- 
scribed as cool. Hopes that limited economic 
coopoation was poised for take-off received 
a big boost when the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation reached a self-rule agreement 
with Israel in 1993. These hopes, however, 
appeared to have been dashed when the im- 
plementation of die accord ground to_a hale 
following Binyamin Netanyahu's rise to 
power in June. 

Apart from agricolture, tourism and Egyp- 
tian oil expons to Israel, ecoimmic coop- 
eration between the two countries has be^ 
limited. A number of joint ventures, most 
notably an oil refefi^ in Alexandria, were 
eitbCT decided or discussed at previous 
gional economic cooperation conferences in 
Casablanca imd Amman. 

Accarding to Lior Ben>Dor, press aoachd 
at the braeli embassy in Cairo, ^yptian- 
Isiaeli trade which stood at S16 orilhon in 
1981 rose to a modest S77 million in 1995. 
But is over and above Egyptian oil ex- 
ports to Israel which range between S200 
and milli on annually. 

Relations are governed by a trade protocol 
signed by the two countries in May 1980, 
providing for the application of most fa- 
voured nation oonditions. The protocol also 
states that payments by tbe two countries 
should be in iuud cinrenn; each side should 
allow and facilitate for ms counterpart ^ 
establishment of trade centres, participation 
in exhibitions and visits of commercid del- 
egations; the creation of a joint committee to 
review the ^leement, promote trade, ensure 
die flow of go^ and commodities between 
die two countries and settle any problems 
that may arise. 

As a result of Netanyahu’s hardline policy 
and the stalemate in tbe peace process, some 
Egyptian businessmen have d^ded to stay 
away from the Cairo conference. “The 
Eg)Tib^ Fsderatioo of Chambers of Com- 
merce f^CC] will not have any kind of 
commercial cooperation with Israel unless 
there is tangible mogress in tbe peace pro- 
cess." said die EFCC's chairman Mahmoud 
El-ArabL Many Israeli businessmen re> 
sponded by deciding to boycott tbe confer- 
ence as well showing appr^nsion that Ne- 
tanyahu's policy would have a negative 
impaa on die attitude of their Arab counrer- 
parts. Only 50 businessmen representing k- 
raeti go\’emmental institutions and an equal 
numter from tbe private sector are expected 
to show up for the Cairo gathering. Tfa^ 
will float ideas for a number of projects in 
various sectors, inducting toorism and infra- 
structure. 

Tbe establishment of an export-cxieoted 
oil refinery in Alexandria at a cost of $1 bil- 
lion was decided at the Casablanca sununiL 
The project, which will be completed in 
1999. win provide 4,000 Jobs to Egyptian 
woilcers. 

Tbe two countries have also been able to 
make good progress in agricultural coc^ 
eratioo. compared with slow advances in 
other economic sectors. The reason is diat 
Egypt and Israel have similar weather condi- 
tions and vast recldmable desen lands. An- 
other reason is that Youssef Wi^ depu^ 
prime minister and minister of agriculcure, is 
an entburiastic advocate of bUatoral coop- 
eration. Last May, Wdi sent a 180-member 
delegation of agricultural officials and busi- 
nessmen to attend an international confer- 
ence in Jerusalem and discuss agricultural 
relations with Israeli offidak. 

Altboogh agricultural cooperation figures 
hi^ on MENA’S agenda. Abdcl-Fattab 
Dw, an importer of macbineiy from Ro- 
mania and Israel expressed concern it might 
be affected negaiively by Netanyahu's pol- 
icies. "Egyptian businessmen, though open 


to boosting economic relation with Israel 

cannot ignore the iSt 

new Israeli policies in the htehttian ter- 
ritories on economic relaQons, Diab said. 

Acco rfifri p to Ibrahim Hussein, seciwaiy- 
geneial of the Egyprion-US Prea^ 
Cou^, 14 projects have been proposed for 
Egypdan-kraeti agriculniral cot^Miat^ 
These are topp^ by a joint flower^rowmg 
venture. Pointiiig but that Israel exports as 
much as $600 mtUnm worth of flowers an- 
nually. be said the Presidents' Council 
probe with Israeli businessmen the possibil- 
ity of ot s t ^hiishing a number of flower nur> 
series in E^L , , 

Egypt. Hussein said, can put up^tu. land 
and cheap labour, with Israel providing the 
technology and taking charge of marketing. 

Hussein also said tbe Council’s list of 
riculniral cooperation projects with Israel in- 
cludes fertiliser prodiretioa in EI-Ameriya, 
near Alexandria, the manufacture of tracoxs 
and irrigation equipment and tbe man- 
ufacture of wood from eexton stalks. 

In terms of bilateral goveromeiual 
^rgffrtfi the ministry of agricoliure has pre- 
pared a long list of jmnt agricuhaial picgects. 
These include ihe reclamatioo of El-Owaynat 
desert area, ia south- western Egyp^t at a coat 
of $1 bUlioo, buildiiig a $20 million la- 
boratory for agricultural genetic eo^neeiing, 
<^rahlLghing a beet sugar-pfoduction farm in 
Fayyoura, and several fish and poultry pro- 
jects in various provinces. 

In tbe field of lourism, kiaelk have 
shown great interest in viriting Egypt al- 
dKxigh few Egyptians care to ^ to Israel 
According to official Egyptian figuire. 
49,066 Inaelis visited Egypt last August, an 
increase of 12.9 per cent over August 1S19S. 
And during tbe period from Janua^ to Au- 
gust 1996, the number of Israeli viators 
reached 226,805. an increase of 3U per 
cent over tbe same period last year. For b- 
raeli tourists in 1995, Egypt was the second 
most favoured destination after Germany. 

According to Dahmi El-ZayyaL churroan 
of Emeco tours, Israelis favour ^ypt be- 
cause of its historical sites and cheap prices. 
Many of them understand Arabic and some 
may have relatives in EgypL 

Egyptians, both Muslim and Christian, are 
eager to visit reli^oos sites in Jerusalem, 
but are reluctant to do so as long as they are 
under kraeli occupation. Pope Sfaenoudab 
in, head of the Coptic ^tbodox Chureh, 
has banned Copts from visiting Jerusalem 
until the rights of tbe Palestinians are re- 
stored and until Deir El-Soltan, a monastery 
taken over by the Ethiopian lAurcfa, is re- 
stored to the Coptic church. 

One concrete manifestation of cooperation 
in the tourism sector was tbe signing of the 
charter of tbe East Meditenanean Toorist 
Assodatioo [EMTA], which included 
Esypti Israel Turkey and Cypnu. The As- 
sociation was later expanded to include tbe 
i^lestinian AutiioriQr, Morocco, T unisia and 
Jordan and its name convened to file Middle 
East Meditenanean Travel and Tourism As- 
sociation [MEMITA]. 

MEMTTA, bowev«-, has faced obstacles 
as a result of Netanyahu's potides. At a re- 
cent meeting in Tunis, E^pt and the Pal- 
estine Authority walked out in protest of his 
decision to open an archaeological nmnel 
near the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerasalera. As a 
result, the meeting was cancelled. 

Subsequent clashes between Palestinians 
and Israeli troops in tbe self-rule and oc- 
cupied territories also bad a negative impact 
on tourism, with (^lerators reporting can- 
cellations of package tours combinioe Egypt 
and Israel 

Reported by Gamal Essam Eh 
Din, Mona EhFiqi and Rehab 
Seat/ 



.-.X 


.a-.-.---- 



Luxury without limits ... 
Power without barriers. 



I Spactous a csmTortiUs bMrior; ■aOMmi 

nwtem a oisgMt«leaijaL BnMlIija 

I Ehdris wiAdawt wia «Mt mIrvM. 


SOLE AGENT : 

CENTER OF DEVELOPMENT « COMMERCE WAOIH ABAZA 
4,«MiEI-NIIStmt-llghandea«ln-Cisa TN. : 3460677 - 348M78 


PEUGEOT 405 PRESTIGE 
From : 

PEUGEOT 

EGYPTE SAE 


Tourism high on MENA agenda 

Investment in tourism will be a msyor topic of discussion at the MENA III conference, reports Rehab Saad 


Egypt is submitting three major tourism 
development ^jects at tbe MdcQe 
Eaft-Nonb Africa ecoDomic conference 
(MENA ni). Two are meant for tbe 
country’s nortbem coast, in the areas of 
Ras El-Hekma and Rosetta, whfle tbe 
dnrdisdestmedfbrtheareaofWadiEI- 
Gemal on tbe Red Sea coasL 

“All of these projects have been well 
xeseaiched. A deraUed preliminary fea- 
sibUi^ study has been prepared for them 
which includes... the state of the infra- 
structure, the location of attractions, ex- 
peaises a^ job op^Mtunhies expect^ to 
be provid^" said Tourism Minister 
Mandouh El-Belta^. 

Wadi Q-Gemal is one of tbe roost 
pRHmsing areas which Egypt is going to 
highlight at MENA ffi. it lies 50km 
south of Marsa Alom and ISOIon north 


of Bernice, covers an area of 1,300 fed- 
dans and has a 48km-Iong beach. Tbe 
site is accessible by road and sea, but is 
still awaiting Egyptian and foreign in- 
vestors. "The airport of Marsa Alam, 
which will be lOt&m north of Wadi EI- 
Gemal and which is expected to be fin- 
ished the year 20(X), will make the 
area even more acc»able," said El- 
Beltagui, add^ that the airport will be 
built by tbe private sector. Moreover, tbe 
militajy aiipon at Bernice is expecud to 
be convert into an international ci- 
vilian facility which could receive tour- 
ist groups. 

According to offidak, the area is one 
of oubtanding natural buuiy. It has nat- 
ural bay areas rich in coral and marine 
life which would attract those interested 
in diving safaris and fishing. The sur- 


rounding deserts and mountains are 
ideally suited to desert safaris and camel 
races. 

“Such areas attract European in- 
vestors who are keen on eco-tourism," 
said Hossam EJ-Zomor of the Tourism 
Development Association (TDAj. 

*Tn tl^ area we will propose the es- 
tablishmeru of five- and four-star botek. 
tourist vill^es. camping sites and two 
marinas at a cost of LE9.3 biUion,” said 
TDA head Adel Radi. 

Tbe Foka tourist centre in the Ras El- 
Hekma area overlooking tbe Med- 
iterranean is another project with high 
potential. The site covers 598 feddans. 
lies 170km west of Alexandria and 
75km east of Marsa Matrouh. and has a 
6km-long beoeb. Proposed development 
in that area includes 2,271 hotel rooms 


and 9,299 resort village rooms at a cost 
of L^.6 billion. ‘Tt is expected that 
tourism investments wiS increase in that 
area, espraally after the derision to 
build an airport at El-Alamein," said El- 
Beltagnl 

The Edko tourist centre in the Rosetta 
area will cover an area of 2,000 feddans. 
Three-, four- and five-star hotek,- en- 
compassing about 3,100 rooms in all 
are due to be built there at a cost of 
LEi.5 billion. “Suggested tourism pro- 
jects mil include setting up areas for 
recreational beach activities and activity 
centres with swimming pook and sports 
fields... The area is rich in historica] rite s 
such as castles, towers, walls, mnsg ue g , 
hammams (public baths) a^ houses 
which date back to the Pharaonic, Islam- 
ic and Mameluke eras," said Radi. 


Banking on investment 


While Egyptian public sector banks are pinning their hopes on a successful conference, 
private sector banks are not so optimistic. Sherine Abdei-Razek reports 


Ever ance the Tirsi Middle East-North 
Africa (MENA) economic conference, 
held in two years ago, tbe 

Egyptian banking sector has been in- 
strumental in fuelling the regional coof> 
eration engine. Public sector banks are 
preparing a long list of projects they 
plan to present at the conference. Tbe 
call for tbe establishment of the Middle 
Ept Developing to fiinnce re- 
^onal cooperation projects was first 
mooted in Casablanca. 

This year, Egyptian banks will be con- 
tributing by partially financing Cairo's 
MENA in as well as participating in its 
Ojganisiirirm. Ali Mahmoud Fayez, dep- 
uty managing direct or of the Federation 
of Banks (FEB), pointed out 

that tbe federakm has granted 
L£I00,000 f<x Egypt’s promotional 
ean ™g n and contributed an additional 
LESO.OCX} towards the formation of the 
Private Seettx Associations Committee, 
wfaidi is telfring with preparations for 
diecanieteDoe. 


With almost all its members par- 
ti ci pad og in MENA in, the FEB will be 
promoting 51 project The federation 
wfiT also be transmitting information, on 
iBrnemberbanksviathelntemetdirough' 
out file duration of the conference. 

One of Egypt’s four public btutks and 
an active member of the FEB, the Na- 
tional Bonk of Egypt (NBE),has a list of 
13 projects which it will present during 
the conference. Mahmoud Abdel-Aziz, 
tbe NBE’s chairman, said that his bank 
is seeking partners with which to invest 
in three existing industrial companies: 
Amisal for Salts and Minerels, Qma for 
Newsprint Production and the Arab 
Comply for Steel. The NBB is also 
looking for partnen which will assist h 
in establishing projects in the sectors of 
agriculture and finance. 

Another active panicipant at MENA 
in will be Banque Mkr, Babaaeddin 
Helmy, fiie bank's deputy chairman. 
poinM out that during the conference. 
Banque Mkr wili be ofiering a per- 


centage of its holdings in 20 profitable 
companies for sale to both Arab and for- 
eign investors. Information about there 
companies, whose activities cover con- 
struction. food and tourism, will be dis- 
tributed during the conference. 

Helffly emphasised the importance of 
economic regional cooperation to 
cumnt tensions in Israeli-Arab re- 
lationships. “Creating an environment 
of inteneiated economic benefits will 
pressure tbe political authorities to ac- 
celerate the peace process." he said. 

Despite the foil agenda of public sec- 
tor banks, private bonks and brokerage 
companies have nothing concrete to 
present. Mahmoud Rushdi, general 
manager of the Egyptian-American 
Bank, said that his bmfc, for example, 
has no plans yet for Che conference. 

Ahm^ Abdel-Wahab, vice-president 
ofConcotti Imemationat and the manag- 
er of several investment funds in Egypt, 
feels that this is a political rather than an 
economic uvenL “Concord’s participa- 


tion will be limited to attgnrting and dis- 
tributing company brochures,” he said. 

*T do not consider MENA SI an im- 
portant conference in die business are- 
na," Abdel-Wahab added. “This year 
has witnessed more important Kmnnm} r 
events, the last of wltich was die Eu- 
romoney Conference on the Capital 
Market and Investment in Egyfx." 

Am any Homed, maoagiDg of 

Okaz Brokerage firm, claimed she 

did not even Imow how to participBte in 
the conference. "We were not invited 
and there is no published list ctf the for- 
eign participants and thus we have not 
drawn any plans yet," she said. 

Bre^ng from the pack, Adel El- 
Hu^ini, deputy chairman of Al- Rasb- 
M Brokerage company, considers the 
conference an excellent opportunity to 
Strengthen business relationshm bc- 
iWMn his Company and region^ as well 
as mtemational counterparts. “We will 
exchange expertise and plans forfrulher 

cooperation,” he smd. 
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MENA III 7 


Busifiess^^litics and political business 

The Cairo cpirference pibmi^io be more.biisine^-oriented than Casablanca and Amman. Nevine Khalil reviews the outcome of MENA I and II and the prospects for MENA 111 


to 1)6 sfifing badnrards> sftill 
remam fliBt Middle Eastem-eo 
oDome cocpeiatidn ^ 
lniii^ fixogD iuywUuenB and cap 
tenng^for a aaat.inaifcBt'of'an ^ 
200 . wwninq 'eOnadlllBIS ' 
fioan die Athntit? tp l ^ ' finlf TIib - 
annual Middle EaflMocA Afiiea 
eco nom ic oonfecencm O^IENA.) 
adiub b^an dim yearn ago, 8boc^^. 
iy after the agning of die Oalo • 
agreement, are viewed aa die. ibnim 
for gBigrag the prospects of diis- 
eoopeniosL Howevei; loblditg . 
bade ifae oatCMire of past 
ences in Gesddanea, XSM, md Aiib. 

' ynan, 1^5, it is clear ib^r^oBaL- - 
UlLegralion aad eaf j^ i Mjiln w ig » mr- 

get that is not ' close at liand. 

Atm an Azsh ' peiq>eetive^ ^ 
achievement of.ajnst, dniahle «wwi * 
conmrdiensive ' ' peace is . & pre^' 
conmtion for die ntf^pntian' ox 1 ^ - 
laei into a ~R»gf*fw aftnriviwii t i - 

ibid. A number of 'ieg^raa]' Iv- 
adtu& ais and were 

created in swrrf Annnan 

but remain, largely' noD-ftmctioiial . 
and only ahandfiil ofpsivale sector 
deals were cloBed as a leaott of 
MENA gstherings. ...r 

Bvenbeibre MENA 1, Fardgn 


Kfinister Aav' htoissB.'wait do 
record as ststm diat ofBcoal par- 
ticipation -in . usaUan. ‘vrill be 
nattily to .^^negotate- and-.£acuss”, 


.jncgects. But he abo -cngAsnsed. 
diat actire'Egyptian paxdt^iadon m 
eatabKdmiiait nf a neor ntgioml 

order tt necess^lto safeguard 
Egy^*s intaesls: "Ve-daocU not 
pen^die lole in 

m aiea .to aufier .a sefeacic, es- 
pecially flow of 

Mpi t a l abd *n'u » »Aim wnf* to' 'die |o> 

: gkm.'* Moussa said. 

' serving. aaVa' fiinnn for ^ 
ODSsing r^ional .economic coopr..' 
'asdon,. Casablanca gm'die green , 
•fight ID' faiSinieesinea; • b^ Ax^. 

arid •Ti ^w'Ka^ tw - THalrB cmdaict With 

their- u oa Bteip ai ls. MENA I made 
no: co u c re t e "^wmiwip. adnev^ 
rearing bat h veated'r^onal coop- . 
aiafion with poiKtical kgitiuiecy . 

The caofenaee dSd wfeiess nnilti- 
latenl o^godadreis fbr die esidifisb- 
ment cKT xegfenal finaocial and eo- 
■rmrmwM issfixodoas, wUch Were 
%Dowed- tfi) and ofiSenOy an- 
w^ remfid. in. Amman. Hiese include 
the bOddle. East Medhenanean 
Travel and Tounsm Association 
^dEMHAX^ the Middle East De- 


velopment Bank (MEDB) and die 
It^Kinal Business Couneu (RBCO- 

Tbe most acconpfiEfaed of diese 
institiitioDS is MEMTTA, With 
' beadqutttere in ‘Hniis, it only awaits, 
the vadouS pM t i an »wnh5 of regfeoal 
. patties to nufy its charter. 

. Progress has also been made in 
fee Middb East Devehnmeot Bank 
(MEDS!^ with a capitu of SS bil- 
lkn, .v^^ is expected to begin cp- 
«adon by November 1997. Afra* 
loig^ n^otiations and dis- 
cossioQS, the bank a g re e ment was 
f?naiiaa<i and deposited in the Unit- 
ed Nations on 28 Augost this year. 
R is now. open te .agoatun by fee 
19 foandecs as w^ as new men^ 
bwB, ToclndiPB Omat vrindi vwll be 
admitted at the fiist meetiiig of- 
MEDfi’s force. 

Although prRjaiadons have been 
.finalised for fee ttansitimal 
wodfiiDg in Cano to oversee the es- 
tablishment of the bank, fee US, 
Tfekh is the matn sbardulder, still 
has to secure fee go-ahead £nm 
Congress. The US contribodon 
amounts to 21 p e rcent of die bank’s 
capital, aven^ng SS2 reiliMin ao- 
mreQy for fiveyears. 

The bariilg imft at HU r MWl ii g jpru 

vate funds feat fled the re^on ma 


finding no ap jgt^iriate mvestmeitf 
c^jpoitonities, »s weD as pubSc 
funds from intemstiona] fimneial 
instituiioiDS and demor ooumdes. 
The US wants the bank to be a 
funding for fee peace 

laooe^ adding cfRxfe« eo 
ooomfe pilbr of sqipoit for fee In^ 
toxic amiievenieiits in the peace 
process.” However, fee EU, q)ea^ 
headed by Pi**”. France and Ger- 
many, believes feat there are suf- 
ficient funds benig provided W 
w>griniti«n« such as fee World Bank 
and fee European Investment Bank, 
.. and fee inoKe presang need is for 
eni^eney feat would manage funds 
coEuig into die region more ef- 
fieiesdy. 

Raouf Saad, assifmnt ibreiga 
»ninig*w fer r^onal cor^iendoa 
and head of fee Egyptian n^o- 
tiating team, said last Fdiniaiy, *it 
is not ea^ to establish a le^onal 
bank in die pieseot drcumstances. 
Each step must be carefully con- 
sidered.’* 

The most lUcUaDatie 'msutuiion 
has been the Regfonal Business 
Councal (WC) becaose he ef- 
fectiveness is greatly inflnenced 
political circumstances. Since fee 
RBC was established by, and for. 


fee jSTvate sector, wife no goven- 
ment represeoiarion, it is up to fee 
busmesauiBn wfeetfaer xneetiDgs are 
held or not The RBC's gtaering 
wrewwiHAe hss Dot met because 
Anb busmesanen feel fee time is 
still not i^it to fling the doois 
wide open befine IsraeL Al^ the 
Pakstiman private sector is un- 
wiDtng to ^cuss fee p^ ftrere W -m of 
trade at a time when the movement 
of ^Mds and labour in the Pal- 
estinian teiritories is at die znerey 
of Isiad wfaidi has so fir been veiy 
testriotive. 

Nonetheless, an effective body 
which was r nrfffl1*d after Amman is 
the Regional Economic Devel^ 
ment Wmkii^ Group (R^WG), 
and it has met to addrw various 
trade, infiasinictuial and tourism is- 
sues. In REDWG, Egypt chairs the 
fiiiHima committee, Jordan the in- 
fiasttuouie^theFalestiinanAitdior- 
ity tourism arid Isnel trade. 

The Executive Secretariat fir 
MENA conferences is another re- 
^oiibI proposed in 

ablMiM ^<OinWs!M>rf latCT in 
Amman. Wmidllg OUt of MOTOOCO, 
thia mgiftwal mcrilnrinn atmg tO JUIH 

mote pifelic-private paxtnms^is, 
COntxactS, aharmg anrf in- 


vestment in fee regfon. The Ex- 
ecutive Secretariat has tfaiee prior- 
ity jMogi amines , namely le^ona] 
mvestment pramotion, seianrifie 
and lechnologica] exchange and 
bttvinessmeo mvolvemenL It alcn 
runs MENAnet, an inionnation ex- 
change programme on the Inieract 
Most Anb participants in Cas- 
aWapca had toe strong imj i nHsa nn 
that Israel wm acting to open new 
maritets for its products and ex- 
aggeiating its technolo^cal ca- 
pability. Even fir cool-headed busi- 
ztessmen, it was diffieuh to 
overcome 50 years of hostility. 
Nmefeeless. gover nm ent nffieiatg 
and more tfan 1,000 burinessmen 
from the Middle US fiy. 
rape emerged fiom f!aMMaiK^ 
with a strong feeling that die con- 
ference was successful in luring 
down the foundations of a«?«wMnic 
coqieration in the Middle East 
Mohamed Stiafilr Gala-, who 
chaiied the Egyptian basmeKinen’s 
delegation in 1994, said that Cas- 
riilanca was a necessary politi^ 
stqi to provide fee umbrella fiw 
working towards future MENAs. 

MENA n in Amman was more 
sharply focused and, in conqmison 
to Camblanca, projects were more 


realistic, needing only Ttasotuble 
finmiging fee private sector. One 
of fee most anfeitious cross-border 
projeck discussed in detail in die 
Jotnarriaii e^iital was an electric 
power netwcK Indring the Taba- 
Eilat-Aq^ triangle. The elccairity 
grid scheme coDDecthm Egypt, 
xael, Jordan and the Pslestintan Au- 
tborhy, may later include Tuik^ 
and some EuttqieaD commies. 

Another lar^-scale project is 
mainly dependent on EOTfs abO- 
hy to export natural gas to Israd, 
Jordan and the Palestfeian Audiar- 
and maybe at*m Turkey, via a 
pqieline network. Studies \iy con- 
sultancy firms are currently under 
w^ regarding These two pxegeets. 
wife implementation ex pe c ted widi- 
in three to four yeais. MENA con- 
ferences also paved the way for ad- 
dfrimiMi multdaieral ecooonuc *«nf* 
between senior government of- 
ficials. Last Febni^, Egyptian, 
Jordanian, Palestinian Israeli 
ofiBcials met in the Hague for **«- 
plcnafoity triks” on re^onal eo- 
onomic cooperate in the first ever 
puUidsed meeting at the mhu- 
sterial level. 

lifffflTfrmf mjinftihjj ffarein fTanilaaf 


Inter-Arab or Middle Eastern cooperation? 

With the peace effort stalemated on the eve of MENA 111, Jordanian and Palestinian businessmen have only modest expectations. Sherine Bahaa and Rasha Saad report 


Die MENA conferenoc-seriesi wife- the ihird 
sode sdiednled for the coiniog week, ^ipeazs to es- 
tablish a direct iwifc bet w een- trade and investmeof. 
and dismantled political: baniet& Bid unlike Cas- 
ablanca mxT Ainman, feero is an « *fc**» f * feat' 
can hardly be called snccwsfiil — to. disassodate 
politics fi^ the Cabo conference. 

President Hoani Mifeai^ insisted feat MENA IB 
is a coD&roQce and not a s mtu^ rifliough fiie 
word ‘‘sunjunf’ is indudediiLflie'etnifhraiGe’s.of- 
fieid name. And fee le^ of xquesmlation of 
maiiy pattidpataff coontdes has decBned fioin 
heads m state amT prime imoistanc to Tvimwiiiw of - 
trade and business. '’AD were fiagjle' a fli ei n p t s to 
diift av^.fixm polRiro'batlhe climate of pontidil ' 
instabiGty will kxm over the confiartaice’s fes- 
CUsrionS,’' saiid 'a di plwmiit/ 'wifa - odriiMt rf>«f tn» - 
lUBite 'be wifehdd. 

Casdilanca, fee first in fee series, was described 
as fee ic&^Bttker. Itbcoii^ Anb and Enadi buri- 
nessrxuntogctfaerteassesstiMproiqie^ofltnndi- 
ingjoim veotines feat would seire xe^doal, as wd^ 
as national, interests. 

Anmnn, busineBBibai abmulopBd tiie eiqilioria 
of mrf ilS l ii i rf t M lU M i s . j^t titiS 

gimwiiit provided a perfect egjpmtinnfy^ campaign . 

Mj'-! . '•■'^- 'T- •«'. ' , tv i.'.-iv 


for endnig fee Arab boycott of land. Cqihalisb^ 
on the assumption 'that peace mist be sustained by 
concrete beodEhst fee mgMiitance rri-pnoiotitig re- 
eicQal.eoopention .and tade hlierditetion-was nn- 


As for Cables Aid) businessmen b^ve that fiiey 
are confionted with two optionsi The fiist is to use 
the emiftnnee as a fonm discassxiig pngecta 
feat can attract fee optimum fiimwing fiom foreign 
mvestcc8. 'bi other woir^ the o unfer ence should 
not serve as a tool fiirhitiDducnm mt^ legiaial 
projects nfeile an iiittraiisigent Luud g ove rnm ent 
hdiu power in laiaeL 

The second rgrtion, aocordb^ to Tabar, 

head of the Jentdaokui BusioKrimen’s Assoedatioo, 
is fin Arab hosmessmeo to **sil; discuss and nego- 
tiate togefeertbepossibiETy of working coQectivdy 
UL Anb did not le^kuiBl -- projects.*' 

Tabar sdd feat ^ is not trtic” that noD-regioita] 
pertKS -.would have r eservations OD badktng bder- 
Aidi coopeiatum which does not iachide lsiad. 

!1x) the nas4 even before fte start of the peace 
proces^ the Arab world was cpibe cs^iable of at 
tneting fbceqfe investments," Tabar said. It 
would be ilfo^cal to 'honour those who are plac- 
ing dtatacles-in-fee way of peace, Israd, and 


make feem our partners.*’ 

Tabar recalled that the idea of fotgmg r^coal 
eco n wttic coopeiation origbnted wife the previous 
Israeli government of Shimon Peres. “Bot Bi- 
nyaom Netanyahu is not a confeurive fictor. IBs 
poEeies will not encom^ investois to come to ibe 
region.” 

Tabar aflSrmed that fee JcKdanian private sector 
folly supported the peace process but said that *in 
the cuueul sttuati^ we do not see the need fiar 
laimohing economic cooperatioa wife IsraeL” 

Tald) Al-Ri&i, hewt of the Jordanian Tneritutg for 
encouxagbig mvestmenta, dxsagi^ wife Tabar, de- 
claring feat the Cabo coofetenee was not the proper 
fbrum for inter-Arab coordination. Acomorng to 
AJ-Rifid, **feis should be discussed m the Arab 
League.” 

Al-Rifid th«it fee Jordanian government 

disccnnitged investors fitan participating in MENA 
m, iusisling timt file opposite was true. Jordanian 
id^ for file confiieaice are divided into two cat- 
egories. The first covers govezmnental pr ujecis for 
h nilHmg up the Joidai ua n infiastiucture, inctoding 
energy, transport, teurism and water. The second 
oonqmses prqects floated by the aewfy liberalised 
priv^ sector, he.said. 


As for Palestinian businessmen, they believe that 
— given NetaiQrahu’s rehictaDce to go ahead wife 
ip^lementing the Oslo agreements — tiieb par^ 
tiefoation in the Caiio c oDter en ce would be useless. 
Ahhough the official poslion of the Pftlestiiiian Au- 
fiurity is to encourage partiefoadon, Palestinian 
burinessmen did not share the view. 

Ibrahim Abdel-Hadi, bead of the Urnon of Pal- 
estinian lovesten, briieves tiiat the mqoii^ of Prf- 
estinian busineasmaa «nd iuvestors will stay away 
fiom the conference. Deciding that Palestinians 
have not the fonts of peace, Abdel-Hadi 

said that deterimaliiig condhioss in ite Palestinian 

tp j - f hM i M iig are hfmnd in httiHer fnv eglm«nt« 

“If we go to fee Cabo conference, we should ex- 

plabl to the panrtKapmtsc Itwrt OUT eonditimis atC d^ 

teriontii^ we do not import or export, we suffer 
fiom constant closures, a:^ we fioe restiictiais in 
moving fiom one place to anotbex. Who win agree 
to invest in such conditions^ Abdel-Hadi asked. 

Accmfibig to news rqxirts, unemployment has 
doubled fitnn 17 to 35 per ceot in West Bank 
and swelled to 51 per cent in the Gaza Strip and 
more than 70 per cent in fee refugee canqis. 

Mrfeamed ^bexh, secretaiy-general of the Pal- 
estiman 'National Council, told Al~A}xrttm Wedsh 


that “the political efimate and Israers obstina^ are 
bound to negatively affect the Cabo conference.” 

If Israel continues its poli^ of Judaising Je- 
rusalem and esqianfeng settlernents and maintains 
its refusal to redeploy fiom Hebron, the Cabo cr»- 
feience stands a chmoe of succeeding So- 
beih said. And yet all the Arabs will take part in 
deference to fee Egyptian government, he added. 

Sobeib believes tl^ it would be natural for Arab 
buainessmea to rit together at the Cabo confer eo ce 
and refuse to do boaness wife Israel *foecause b- 
rael is the one that is hindering coopefatKn by 
bloddng peace.” 

Hassan Baigbouti, head of fee RamaUah-based 
Democracy and Wrrireis’ Ri^its Centi^ is equally 
convinced feat investois wiD not hrfog in funds un- 
less peace and stalniity are prevailing. The Israeli 
tiueat to re-occin^ the sdf-i^e areas or 'wage war 
^mst Syria is bound to scare away investors, he 
said. 

Bai^KHiti welcomed proposals for inter-Arab 
coordination, declaring that investors should fo- 
cus on Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. Economic cooperation wife Israel shonld 
be conditioiial on a clear Israeli position on fee 
peace process. 
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Under a shadow of doubt 


Eg^an public and cgjposition figures have expressed 
very Htde faith in the success of the forthcoming ec- 
onomic conference, reports Omayma Abdel<Latif 




Seveateen years of fonnal nmmalisation end is - 
two ecbno n ric canforences have not wiped that 
act the barxiera between Egyptians and Is- ^on 
nelis. Atfiiough slow piogi^ has been ited 
mode m some fidds. coqpeaution wife Israd dim 
remaios anafeeTiia fat many l^yptians. not' 
Moceover; tiiere is ^rowmg conceni amoog lb 
maiqF Egiptian dtraeos, posmessmen and Gen 
oppositioD figures fiist the forifacon^ Cairo fiut 
hiUddlB East-Noifii Afiica economic confor- to si 
enee (MENA Bl) is being taflored to under- wan 
score Israd’s le^onal hegemo^. “Ii 

The vast znigoriQr of those interviewed vrife 
M-AJmm are adamantly opposed to itiaf 

^ kbid of cooperation wife Israd until all poit 
ocoqaed Arab tsnxtories are restored to. pcM 
fiidrrig^ilfid'ownea. Maoy-voicedfoaisifaat ticip 
fiiB oonftreiioe vrill wodc to Israd’s ad- onoi 
van f ag e at file expense of Hs Anb ne^jh- beat 
boina. men 

’’Dte firing about suefe confereoces is that are 
•on file sndfoee fiiey represent to busi 

q eate large nwittnatinnai coopczative afSEa- mm 
tiooa. But if yon scratdi below the surfoce Israi 
'you find deqi-s^a^ rivalries and historical Ac 
■ Miimnai iy eamiot be wiped out vrife a al F 
sliokie of apen,” said one bu shwawiao , ness 

In die fist coovcfllicni of file Egyptian mov 
Mcivanetf .to. Combat .Zionism and Boycott have 
linA hdd on Saturday, most of fee speak- ucts. 
' CIS atrODgity 

jected MB<1A m, 
on file groiBids 
that it 80 ^ to 
“put .brad at the 
b^ of fee under- 
taking.**' 

”What israd b 
- domg b tranfr- 
fbnmiig landr 
Ibr-peace trade- Add HirottSir TicnwinM Aban 
off into a ’land- 
fbr^nariEetT - 

v ri ierdy its 'withdrawal fiom ocogiied Arab varii 
bod is made contingBrit cin - its inclusion in a “Soi 

sqguKid economic gnnqiing,” said Fau^ fiie ] 
Mansour, a prominent ecmKmrist The aoger to sc 
nd disqipanrimeiit voiced by file leftist Tar 
BMwinw Patty, file Nsssoist Parly and the b- of a 
uDXiut^rieiited. Labour Party were expected for j 
riuce fiidr ptetfisms stroing opposi- foim 

tion to DOoxiBlisation wife brad. tenti 

*Tb5s conference b nofeing Iwt ah Amer- said, 
lean bazaar to 8^ Isiadi pTMlucta on Ehyp- cam] 
tiiai.lacd,” Add Wmini«inj deputy head offbe Arah 
Labour Fatty, toM Al-Ahrm W&^. ’’Catro codf 
riiould niot be file place fixr sigoing contracts ' conq 
and . strik^ dehb vrife file IsracBs... we Ri 
Should not fee laneb delegation a year, 
chance to promote itself in a eonforeDce woul 
m Cairo.” Hugcetn added cent 

**WInt the Americans are symg to pro- cent 
mote;b fiid fitoogh braeLhas a msm askei 
. five minion pec^Oi it still can play a piv- arimi 
otal role in the r^ion,** said Abod-Aal JO- tone 
Baqomy, editor in-diief of the leftist itive 
; nevwpaper. intentimial^ ignore cent 
' fiie.'&ct wifiiout Israel 'fiiere u still a po^ whili 
..tentiai madeet of 300 million people. ter. 

-*Tsnel has no pragnmme to attract foreign Ev 
or Aiab investocB, and it b not li^y fiiat it ning 
: would inWate su^ g pcogiamme becaiue it nmni 


is : — by its very nature — a closed country 
that cannot eai^y o^ hs borders to re- 
giooai cooperation. What Israel wants is lim- 
ited T^onm cooperation that would serve its 
direct interests. It wants funds, but it does 
not want Arab investor^” he added. 

Ibrahim El-Dessoucp Abaza, see x etary- 
General of fee Wafll Parly, lamented the fiiict 
that the Arabs and the braelb are gafiiamg 
to strike economic deab vriiile the march to- 
wards peace is floundering. 

“It IS very iayort a nt to move fcuwaid 
vrife the economic process and business in- 
itiatives,’' he said. “But it is equally im- 
portant to move ahead vrife fee foheimg 
pe^ process. There is so po^ in pm- 
ticipating in a conference fiiat discusses ec- 
onomic cooperation vriiile fee Israelb are 
beating fee drums of war... The bnsiness- 
men vvho make deab vrife Israeli conipairies 
are the government's men. The m^onty of 
businessinen and ttirinj^Aliata gtfll harbour 
maiqr reservations about cooperating vrife 
IsraeL” 

Acconiing to the rqiorts of E»pt*s Gener- 
al Federation of Trade Unions (GFTUX busi- 
ness between the two countries has been 
moving at a snail's paM becaure Egyptians 
have not reacted positively to Israeli prod- 
ucts. *Many tradm fear uupur t in g braeti 


a result of the latest braeU atrocities in the 
ocoqried territories. 

feet feat we are aftending the con- 
ference does not mean that Egyptian busi- 
nessmen vrill agree to each and evet^ pro- 
ject proposed at file meeting,” said one 
businessman. Tn feet, we will stand against 
any project — iue^ective of how profitp 
able it b — fiiat could conflict vrife our 


natioTUil interests.** 

On file other side of fiie coin, some busi- 
nessmen think MENA m vrill offer Egyp- 
tians a chance to meet their Arab and Eu- 
ropean counteiparb. Thb confereo ce b not 
omy about the Istadb and Arabs. There 
are many Anb and Buctgiean delegates com- 
ing” said Ihab EI-Sitafe*i, an Egyptian busi- 

Tiwtgman 


goods since fiiqy 
know that the 
goods vriQ rat on 
the sbelvee befim 
tfa^ find a buyei;” 
said a membtf at 
the federatioo. 

For the past two 
years, fiiere have 
been articles in the 
FawriMusear press, mai nly in 
Of^HNiiliOQ pliers, 

wainiiig of an m- 
vad<m of Egyptian markets bn^ goods. 
“Some importers would resort to off 

file Israeli labeb on the products to be abb 
to sell them,” said one trader. 

“Sane believed the govenunenfs slogans 
of a new Middle East and decided to look 
for job opportunities in Israel, but feey soon 
fou^ out that they were r egard ed as po- 
tential Is raeli a gents," the CTTU meofeer 
said. The GFTU is boycotting MENA m, in 
compUance wife a resohitioD adopi^ by 
Arab, trade not to partiefoate in ariy 

conferences mth die ‘Ttedsts*’ before a 
conqneibensive peace a greer n eD t b reached. 

bi a poll condneted ty the fFed^ last 
year, Egyptians were ^ked vriiefeef feey 
would buy Israeli goods. Seventy-one per 
cent of the responses were “no" and 26 per 
cent were “yes”; only feree per cent of fiiw 
ftflkad had so opmion oo fiie suMeet. When 
arfinwi wbefiteT 1^ siqipoted bradi &o- 
todes b(^ built in Egypt if fh^ had a pos- 
itive e£^ on file Egyptian ecoioaqr, 73 per 
cent said “ncT; only 20 per cent amro ve d, 
while five per cent had no views cn the ma^ 
ter. 

Even among businessmen wbo are plan- 
ning to attend^ file c omfeiq i ce , ^ anti- 
namalisaiian semnnents are "*""*"8 hidt as 
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Iraq, Iran stymied 
by mutual distrust 

Could the two ‘rogue’ states of the Gulf become friends? Rasha Saad investigates 


The asDocEDcemect by Robert FeUetreeo, assistant 
US secretaty of state for Near Eastern Affiifs, eaify 
last wec^ that WashhffiRin would like to hold talks 
wiA Iran on bitatral^ffibieDCes has left ma:^ ob- 
server wondeimg wbetfaer Ab maxks die be^nmog 
of a new Ainerica&polK^ towards Iran. 

Ilie iianian response to PeUetiean’s proposal, 
however, diqwUed any doubts r^ardmg the pos- 
of a rappiochei nent between die two co^ 
tries. laA Wednesdtty, die Iranian state televiatte 
quoted Ayatollah All Khamenei, Iran's spintual 
leader, as saying that die picqiosal *is an old tactic to 
intaeaii i» pressure" on Inin Kh am enei added; *TTie 
fight against America is a rdi^oiis di^ and our eter- 
nal slogan.'* 

A fi^ days after Khamenei's statements. The AF 
iqKtoBd di^ a crowd of about 10,000 Iranian men, 
wofocD cibUdzes marebed to die B imier US Em- 
bassy in downtown Tdnan, buini^ American Sags 
and dundng: “Death to America.** The march 
the 16di aonivezsary of die seizure of the 
American fimbassy 00 Novandwr 3, 1980. On that 
Hate ladica] ■tiiAmta etnrm^ ttie etnbassy and took 
its staff hostage for 444 days. "This was the nest of 
spies where the Americans hatched then plots 
agawiitf our aadoi^" JParIzaznent Speaker AJi Aldiar 
Nateq-Nouti told the rally outside die former em- 
baray on Sunday. 

Bat propaganda ftjr local consut^on aside, does 
the Americaa ex p ression of dissadsfacdon with the 
deadlock b et w e en Tduan and Washingtoa really 
iqneseixc a dqiaiture fimn die previously held Amer- 
ican tovgb-iine stance vis-ft-vis Iran? Analysts do not 
see move as cqg q rietely oontradiedag America's 
proclahned policy of dual contanmieiil of Iran and 
Iraq. Wh& encouraging difierences between the t^ 
coinitdes serves diis policy, “the US will find it dif- 
ficult to contain the two countries at the same dme. 
Eventually it will increase its pressure on one and 
crease it on die other in aider to prevent any tacdcal 


alhanoe between the two,” Mansour Aliwazi, an Iia- 
man aalys^ taidAI^Ahrm Wedify. 

Vbs the mam hsue is how to play t»e leghnc 
ygpina ftie other. This immediately 1)^ the ques- 
tion of the likelihood of the two witTm<>al TMjmes 
bmyingsoixie of di^ differences andjointegtorces 
in chanting tee common eoemy which brands 
diem both as “ragne** states. 

Last mondi, a special Iraqi oivay met Piesideat 
Rafiamani ai^ delivered a n Kiwy fiom Saddam 
Husre^ Bote sides tfiacassed vital issues sodi as tee 
prisooccs of the first OulfWar (1980-19^ ex- 

change, Iranians vishmg Mateic leli^ous rites in 
Iraq and the re turn gf the Iraqi planes that sought 
safe^ in Tdnan during the 1991 second Gulf War. 
The POW issue has bem always a teo^ one fix die 
two countries, triggering countless dilutes. White 
Iran allies teat there are dwusands of Tcmsti 
FOWs in Iraq, iiucoaqitetety denies these daims. 

The litarp initiative ooincided with lia^ accuse* 
tioDS of itewim siqipoit of One of die Kinterii 
tions on Iraq's sori, die Patriotic Union of Kurdirian 
^UK), against its rival the IQinfistan Democntie 
Party (KDP). In late July, Iran joined tee fiay in 
nonhem Iraq. Some 2,000 RevolntkifBi^ Guards a^ 
the iMse of Iranan Kurdish tn iiTTnwtg hostile 
to the clerics of Tehran, 50 miles inside Iraq. The 
KDP has ?<-OTMed Iran’s Revotutionaiy Guards of us- 
ing this incursion to rinpart tee PUK in ha dr^ to 
recaptere die territory of Iiaqi Kurdistan it lest to tee 
KDP in Septeniber. Moreover, Iraq bas otgeeted to 
tee UN the Iranian action represents a violation 
of the cease-fire agreement and cf Iraqi temtotial in- 
tegtity. 

The recent atte mp t at r^^nroehenient took place 
immediately after die Iranian president told a Ger- 

jayn^p^^md tiu^sddam's legoae is a tereat to 
the Middle East B<Kh sides have a tie nip ted to im- 
prove their bilateral relations severs] times during 


the last four years without great 
success. 

Fahmi fibweidi, aa Egyptian pt^ 

Ihical analyst with special interest 
in Irsniao a&irs, believes that Iraq 
and Iran use each other as bar- 
gaining chqM tO teerr jjar 

tional in te re sts. He altio believes 
teat iqqjnxhemeot between tee 
two oountiies is diSeuh ^en 
teeir history of eight yean of 
bkiody war. nThe ia^novemeot of 
tee relatioosbip between the two 
countries is om restricted to the 
presence of a poriiive on bote 

rides; it estenm to p>nrrmpasB the 
hifluifncft of other partly If Ir^ 
ftslt test mmr oved rriaticos with 
Iran would hanqier tee hfting of 
tee sanctions, it wonld not improve 
relate" Umdi added. , Iranian wome 
AhwaasaiddiatlamaD-Iiaqire- omtrathic in I 
are a oosqiueated mat 
has witnessed many ebbs and flows 

tee ewH of die first Gulf War (1980-1988). He 
itmi- even teou^ bmb sides now have a 
cranmon mlSRSt in inifi mii TTig the US policy of dual 
containment diey have long-standiiig riifferences 
vrideh wreak havoc e^ with the best of mtenti^. 

larir of confidoM b et w ec D the two countries is 
tee Twajnr obstacle. CtO, country accuses tee other of 
hostile moves conliailietiDg earlier fiiendly state- 
ments and of only to protect its own national 
intereriB. Iraq elaiias teat nheserer Iran feels tee 
iertlarinn and feces poUtiCSl and 
economic pressures, it bbt« at coop e ration with Iraq. 
Iran, on & other band, accuses Iraq of using re- 
lations with Iran “co aritieve political gates firan tee 
West" 

More mqKVtaotiy, the ideological tefferences be- 



Iranxan womes carrying pietnres of the late Ayatollah Khomeini, left, and ftesidnit B a ftan i ani , ng|it, while dem- 
nHS**^«t"g "» ftvMt of rite former US Embassy in Tehran earlier last veA (ohotoAP) 


tween tee two countries and the existence of Iraqi op- 
poriTton finctt in Iran and vice-veisa make any r^ 
proriiement far firm rimple. According to Ahwari, 
Iran hosts a wmwher of fiaqi opposition groups, is- 
chiding the Shi'he Higher Coimcfl of Islanuc Ev- 
olution, w^e providing support for some Iraqi 
I f mdich ft rg^niMtrinwM gieb as Ih^ PUK. 

On the other hand, Iraq provides mili^ bases for 
the Iranian Mujahedeen Khalq opposition group, as 
wall as siqipoiT for a group called Aiabistan Liboa- 
tion Front Ahwazi said Arabistan is the name some 
people g^vB to the region lying in the south-west of 
Iran, wfaicb encompasses more than fbur mTli on Ar- 
abs and about 90 per cent of Iranian oil It is tee re- 
gion die Iranians Khozisian. 

Con^licai^ dispuies between die two countries 


notwidistandiog, diqy share certain - common 
grounds. They both e p pos e the US presence and pol- 
icy in die Gulf remoii; bote are atramabeadswite' 
d^reri of die Guff countries; and bote are onioeeid 
to die current Middle East peace process. To tes Ah- 
wazi f iHd***’ “Iraq and Iran want to contain Tnddrii 
involvement in tite Gulf in general, and in noriheas 
Iraq in partacolar. They are bote tqipo se d to an zn- 
dependent Kurdish state and they bote see an' ad- - 
vantage in coordmating dieir positions inside the 
OPEC orgmisarioD.** 

Howeidi believes that Iraq, Iran and Saudi Aiataa 
are tee three lions of tee Guff If they could affect a 
loconciliation, ft would ebanp tee balaiice of power 
in tee area and would diamaticaliy reflect oin US pol- 
icy m the (julf region. 


Question of consensus 
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Algeria's main political parties have finally expressed strong reservations 
about President Zeroual’s suggested constitutional reforms on the grounds 
that they would lead to their being banned. Amira Howeidy reports 


Thousands of flags and decorations adorned the 
streets of the Aj^rian republic last week to com- 
memorate tee revolutiofl’s 42nd aiuivmaaiy. Not 
only does the antuversary coincide with an in- 
tensifying wave of violence, but also wite major 
constitutional reEms orcberirated by Pnssklest 
r.iimihM» ZaouaL 

The controversial amendDMans, variously de- 
scribed as *iadicar and psyit^ the way ibr “a 
new coflsteutiqn,” have tevided Algoian public 
i^nmon. Reactions varied according to the diverse 
stands of the major political parties in response to 
the propo^ r e fo rms. The text of the new 
draft coostitutioii, vriddi will be subject to a public 
referendum on Novmnber 28, was ptiblisbed last 
week in tiie Algerian press together wite a pre^ 
idential 'esqilanatoiy memo. Acoordm^ to tins 
memo, the aim of the amendments is “guar- 
anteeing the light to establish political pmea.'*' 
But Ai^le 42 stqmla^ teat “it is prohEted to 
establish political parties based on t^gioua, low 
guistic, etiimc or professjonal fiKtors." The new 
crastitution also prahilnts the mqiloftatian of Al- 
geria's Arab, Iriamic or Ai n aa^i an (Berber) iden- 


tity in partisan propagan^ 

The aoendmeitis are viewed as a de tectobao on 
Islamist parties and will also fbioe appiojJiuatriy 
18 cunendy le^ parties to change th^ fisunding 
pdnctpks wititm one year in order not to tun foul 
of tile new constftiition. The parties afiected in- 
chide the strong Front ibr Sooalist Forces (FFS) 
and tile Rally for Culture and Democracy CRCD) in 
aHHiriftn to tfac banned Iriamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), as well as JQ-Nabda, WamM and Ei-TsjMd 
wfaUte also are Isla^cally raiented. • 

Last Monday, ^ Berber FFS issued a statement 
deoounciiig Zooual's maistenee on nttrodudog 
constitutiona] a rtme mjtrlaad by toe 

inteorificatian of various acts of violence." The 
amendments, said tiie ftra r a i i MW, only “teo- 

tntrtrdw p imHi»r thc nmhreTlii of demOCtaCy" 
md the party urges “all eir raeiw to di are g ai d their 
fear and give & massive no vote in the re fe ren dum ." 
BCD’s Said Saadi took a more radical stance. “AO 
tee nationaUst H^irmartir movemeiitB 

rmnhwt tee govonmeiifs plot as ft enhanoes tiie la- 
lamist-conservEtivc coalitem" he told Al-Ahram 
Wedfy. To Saadi, tiie recognition of tiie Algerian 
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identity as an Islamic Identity “will pave the way 
for the eetaMtahmew of an Islamic stale.** 

Bote El-Nahda and Hamas have yet to issue an of- 
ficial jnefening to mflintghi the discreet 

rilenoe they adopt^ sinee Zeroual proposed tiie 
amendments. However, EJ-Nahda’s secretary- gen- 
eral AbdaUah fl«>haiia>i told the fVeeJdy that his par- 
ty hm “strong reservations about the amendments 
t^ch we view as a radical setiiack from the multi- 
democratie systsa estabhsbed by the *89 eosstits- 
ticn." Articles 120, 123 and 124 of the new con- 
stitution tiueafen tee democratic principle of the 
sqwraaon of powers since they give the presideat 
Che ri ght to issue tows and app o u ir an gnt i n s Untma 
Pnimcn akmg^de tiai cziAing NatioDal rnutw-il 
(parliament), said <\aba11ah. 

Although Zeroual bas not achieved either toa- 
tinnftl lecQDcOiatiaa* or 'polftiGBl stability' as prom- 
ise in bis Decembo' *95 eLectoral ftampaign, his 
plana do HOC secm teieatBDed by real opposition. He 
IS by the National Liberation Front which 

was tee first to issue a statement “fiiHy suppoiting" 
tee amcDdments and nrgmg its foDowes to go for a 
“yes” vote in the ref oax t um . To many this was not 
soprisnig. The party’s 
I newly elected diair- 
tram, BoQ Allam Ben 
Haaimouda, riieady 
had asDOQoced his par- 
ty's withdrawal from the 
OppCXitlOn wnnp arvt 
tee 'Rome Gnxqi' 
PbQwE which was led by Ins 


jm 



predecessor Abdel-Hannd Mehri 

The FLN and five opposition parties met in Jan- 
uary last year in Rome and isnied The National 
Charter’ calling for a lenim to the constinitioii. the 
non-interference of the army in polhica] affeirs and 
tee afarogatioo of tee decision to ban the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). In addiiioii, h demanded the 
release of all imprisoned FIS meanbers and the rec- 
ognition of tiie Algerian identity as Arab, Islacdc 
and Amazq^an. The charter was severely attacked 
by the gov ernm ent and gradnally its signatmies, 
namely representatives of tee FLN, FIS, FFS, ROD, 
tee Movement fi>r Democracy in Alg^ (MDA) 
and Nahda parties, became embroiled in internal 
conflicts. Afier boycotting some of the national di- 
alogue talks, the BCD's lender Said Saadi decided to 
contest tee preridenoal elections white tiie le- 
mm'mng Rome conference parties tefiained fiorn 
participating. The group bas not met sinee then. 

Backed by tee army's hard-tinets and the new pro- 
go vemmenl leadeiship of Algeria's powerful FLN, 
Zeroual hopes to hold the refamdum and win. The 
lefenmdum will be followed by paiiiamentHiy elec- 
tions in the first half of *97 in a md to put an end to 
the fivo-year-old anned conflict triggered by thc 
cancellaticQ of the second ronnd of the *91 parlia- 
meotaiy elections whi^ the Is lami c Salvation Front 
was poised to win. Between 60,000 and 70,000 peo- 
ple are estimated to have died since then. 

Observers, however, do not count heavily on the 
success of Zerooal's leferendum. Not only do the 
azneDdments to the constitution encourage tee return 
to tee pre-*89 one-party system, but di^ also open 


tee way to further legal and constitutioDal viola- 
tions. new constitution stentiates the esiaW^ 
Tngf|t of an appointed Umma Council, alfwiprirfe the 
existing National Popular Council Q4PC), and ft 
gives the elected prudent the audmrity to issue 
laws and d^ees without tee q^Dval of tee 
parliament. 

According to fbnner house meaker Abdel-Ariz 
Bdkhadem, Article 1^ of file constitiitiori stip- 
ulates that any tevtoion of fiieconstitntioii has tone 
approved by tee ele(^ national coubefl, 'Hvfaicb we 
do nothave since the 1991 crisis.” 

After the Algerian army intervened in the *91 
electioBis, emergency law was enforced and a transi- 
tiooal national council was appointed te uy oiyfly 
by tee anny generals. In *94, tto-Defense Mimster 
Zeroual was mpointed president of the eountiy after 
he condudeu a set of unofficU talks wite tee 
banned FIS. Another series .of bHateraLand mu^ 
lateral ’natiteial' dialogue* ''fiOcs' fi>lkm^ wifimiit 
malring further pK ^t e s s as fii^ gradually exebded 
the FIS whfle keeling the major political parties in- 
volved. 

The situation in Algeria now, Bdkhadem, is 
not veiy di^teat from the ritxiation before last De- 
cember's presidential elections. The FIS is tote^ 
excluded. The FFS and MDA are dissatisfied with 
Zeroual's military rule. The Islamic-orioiled Nahda 
and Hamas repfcsatf only mDd opposition and file 
FLN supports Zeroual while die RCD olgecting 
just to gain more political ground." Ihider siidi cir- 
cnmstances, be s^ “real solutions are not even 
oonsidered** 


New settlements 


Israeli Infrastructure Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon plans to 
Iniild two Jewish cities in 
fire West Bank that would 
bring 100,000 more settlers 
to the disputed land, as his 
spokesman declared im Mon- 
day. 

The [ffoject, which bas not 
been approved by Prime 
Minuter Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu, would e:q»nd ex- 
isting settleuients asd even- 
tually merge them. 

I Palestinian legislator Haidar 


Abdel-Sbafi was quoted by 
tee Associated Press 
sczibuig tee move as a call 
to war and warned teat tee 
Palestinians will not stand by 
as laael settled their lands 
Jb anoteer develcmment, 
Jewish settlers tore down a 
steel platform and stairs be- 
fore Israeli soldiers could 
fmirii building a room to be 
used for Israeli-PLO co- 
ordinalioD um't after Israel 
pulls out of Hebron. Wit- 
nesses said on Monday some 


Misr Travel 

I 

A decade of success 
siace 1934 

Misr Travel was es- 
tabltshed in 1934 and has 
grown to be the largest tour 
operator not only in Egypt 
but in all of the Middle 
East. Mohamad Samir Halawa, 

As a state-owned corn- president of Misr Travel 
pany, Mtsr Travel is affilf- 

ated with the Egyptian government and Is governed by a 
board of directors. 


•The largest travel company in the Middle East 

• *nie leading travel company in Egypt 

• The Dkeliest travel company to be called on to Insure a 
memorable Egyptian holiday 

- TTts company recognised as the most experienced In travel 
services in EotX 

• The well-known innovatdr in destination management shoe 
1934 and now Egypt's largest and foremost tour company 


• Hotel and room arrangemerfis and all kinds of programmes 
for individuals, group tours, business persons, conferences, 
meeings, IncMitive groups, etc. 

- 24-hour meet and assist services at Egypt's international 
and domestic airports, rail arxi marina terminals. 

- All transportation services — ground, air, rail, and Nile 
cruises 

• (Guided tours in all m^ languages 

• SpeciaJIsed and tailored programmes for any need 
•Arrtval and d^arture as^stance 


50 Jewish settlers were pro- 
testing at tee building of the 
room on Al-Shubada (mar- 
tyrs) road linking two Jew- 
ish enclaves in Hebron's old 
city. They cursed passing 
Arabs and read from holy 
writings. 

Witnesses said Israeli sol- 
diers and policemen did not 
try to stop the settlers. The 
loaeli army said it was 
checking the report 

A PLO security official in 
tee Herron area. Brigadier- 


General Abdel-Fattah Al- 
Jeidi, said the room would 
serve as a brandi of tee joint 
Israeli-PLO District Co- 
ordination Office (DCO) in 
the heart of Hdnon after Is- 
raeli troops evacuate about 
80 percent of tee city. "TLe 
buildi^ of this D(5o branch 
is in line with the 1995 
ron deal. It will only operate 
after an accord on mech- 
anisms of tm pigm anting th^ 
deal is reacbiK]," he told 
Reuters. 
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All Ghoneim, general manager and mem- 
ber of the board of Al-Ahram and head of 
AMAC Centre, speaking with Mr Shaum- 
berg, managing director of the German Ex- 
hibition Organisation: Mr Schneider, ex- 
^five manager of the United Association 
for Data Processing and Office Supplies 
and Mona El-Mahdi, representative of Han- 
over Exhibitions, during their visit to Al- 
Ahram on 28 October 1996. The purpose of 
the delegation's visit was to attend a confer- 
ence organised by the German-Arab Cham- 
ber of Commerce which discussed prepara- 
tions for the computer exhibition organised 
by Al-Ahram Establishment to be held at the 
Cairo Sheraton, as well as the CEBIT 1997 
computer exhibition to be held in Hanover 
Germany from 1 3-1 9 March 1 997. 
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FidiUBd ia Abo tij AlrAJBDBAH cslAbM 


issue 


By Gamal AbdeJ-Naisser 




Neif YttiikCfly, in eaxfyOeteb^'^flnnBieakOBttlhatwas 
to witBcas te ndBtaty i^eiadoai ta SIimL 
la October, the Sc aa ’ il i Ceandl debated toe aaesto of 
toeSinCeBal,eoiMiii£«b7ado^ ” 

toward! a p cac e ftd letdeiBeBt df toe ■■J yy toe barifof: 


aemyajjQyd and caii!toiBPiBaBd.Whileliieae were aot 
tMBegotiailfaMcalMjtoliytoeSean^CoioidOl.toeywere 
WKliQDt a doubt toe Und of eqfloratMy contacte that by 
aecoHily precede any a^offatioM. .. 

' Yorfc 

on mtain ptrinta^ Md wWi ft^ paitMyy ea-e g i iip J agai’ mee*' 
^* b* iOM for fivther toacastott of the iifiica, toe toheaBd 
place of toe aeit meeftg to be a irai toe d byAfr ■ ' . 
Hammard^Ud..- 

A fe w da^ later, the DNieciataitygeaeraticait toe . 
^TPtfaaginunnDeKfaprolecti^loeatibnaiiddatefiNrtoe : 
np rnniiii[ mrrtliifc 

The loaton wai Gene^ 

The date was Monday, 29 October. 

Upwi leceMnghfa m^^, .theEg;ff!d8P yv i M i^^ ~ 

lauaeffiatdy notified' toe Kcnteiyrgeaeral ttatitwiMild . 
tetend toe propond inedteft whoim toe Bridrii and Hrendh 
Snvawmcate italled. Then new! came froni LindOB and L,. 
Faria indicatiBg that tim matter ta v nl ve dBattre than playfaig 
for time. It aooh btoame eridenttoat London and Faria wne' 
^^ptfaig to &daxcnaes to evade toe adiedided ihde. The 
ftitisfa and Aench gavenmenfi eriden^y aebednled a' ' 

djfferartmpfflng for j^Oehtott. It waa to convene In the 
Snaf Deacrt — not to and to^ tod not intend tio 

meet wito Egypt; but with brad. • 

The aim waa not to fblve toe proUem of toe Snee CanaL 
B a t he r , toe new tripiittlfi mrfnng aliiinl to anaiUbUe Egypt 
— totaBy.. 

This b tte frnto itoiito toe pailiei.to toe' 
cm^piracy dumbt deiiy~. llwiMiBewiHi aoCabont a'canaf 
that croaaes Egypt It wai abdnt Egypt —idto aD that it 
i cpitaeuii today, with all tote it setoi and stenda for... 

Beyond Snec,. 

The bsae b about a coantiy striving fte iteh^pendence. 

The iaane b abont a comtoy atrivingi^ power. 

The baim b about a Gonnfiy brealh^g toe aiina boycott 

The iime b abont a conntty aqdri^ to freedom tor ili^ 
andotoon. 

The bane is abmt a coontiy wanton^ to n»ame ite 
econmny. 

The bane b aboat Aiab nattonaBani, tel idedogy vriddi ^ 
cBgidftd OUT entovreghm. 

^^^pcrndboeanuldnotld thbha^ppQi.- 


(Extmetfivm aa article by GanudAbt^-Nasserjatblidied A 
Aldia^’9.v>edifymagaziaeon5Decdnberl956}.. 



■ 'll.’.''.'..' ■ 





* -- 







"•r. 







Naaser, thronged enn^ chantii^ *we wiD ^it% after givi^ a speeto at Al-Azhar Mosqne on 2 November ’56 


A moment of revelation 


*”Ihe tinfli about Soa vos ilwqn avuUble bat tor 
wmxjf yean it was igoned, faidiKD, o h fi w cded. It'b 
gcdifyiag, pednpe, tod now, -40 ycBES lalei; fids inilli 
b vigoronaly xe-eteedhu hte l£ : F oasiMy iie moat 
agmfieant of tfab *xedbcoveEy of Sitez* 

lite in tebat we ini^ tem.toc le h tonitdi o tt of toe 
^ypton people.' ■ . 

Tor xoaiQr yean now ^ ip tbus have beat told 
toat toeir leceat bbtoiy b one coDtomoua deftat 

h um il w rinn, «tfini«l atmp ^ 

IE exeiciso in ni jb «4MTVn£w^ ofm^Mdh 
dbt dominatiao naftiDg bat mddess ' frdfy. Bat 
eveiyfliipg diat u being said aboot Snes todi^, toe . 
testimomes end doeaxneate ftd se bring ntea^ 
telk a veiy (Sffirem stpiy — a of hnmantii- ' 

unph. We have, been hi ftnr mqoir cepfi a p t atjons 
wito Isnd, m *48, ntoen we eme detoteed; in *56, 
when we were toe victns; in *E7, detoatet^ and final- 
ly in *73, nhen^ani we leaSsed a rictcay. 

*%very war has ^xnl^ a prim that goes to toe do- . 
tor. hi *56 toe prise was noftmg less toan toe Soez 
CanaL And vtooe tod yon find toat prize ooce fle 
dost ofbatfie Md srified? SoiEtoy m %ypton haods. : 

**lhe tndi was toere. The eoBnaion between Brit- 
ain, Feinoe and biad b wriD koowxL Todqi; how^ 
ever, 40 yean tats, toe Sbwm Pxatocto docmaeniOQ 
toeccnqnaoy b at .last leoriva^ wabtoread atten- 
tion. The En^ito copy-df toe docniniat IJoyed, act- 
nig igxn Eden's *****f*^ 'wito hb own 

hamfa. The Ficodi d eslio yed toeirbapy.' On^'lhB 
iae& present a copy toe j»rio^ amoi% toe 


Loaded with meaning, Suez is 
being reappropriated by the 
Egyptian peopie, 40 years after 
they nationalised the Canal and 
fought to defend it. Mohamed 
Hassanein Heikal talks to 
Hdsny Guindy of Suez in *96 
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die oniwemte named after tom. 

**11h revemioiH and toe tesdownite ril ponit to toe 
tnito of Soe^ vrinriihasat fastberiiTaidbiireL And 
toat tnito «ri b toe.^yprian peogde one tiape 
yoa were dn vkans. z«^ toe.jpolitic^ tthonph' of 
Sob was youn, and no, tob pctotatel victaiy waanot 
accon^nued by a inHi t a y defeat.'nm bst pttoi^ an 


vrib made toe viday, h was toe Egyptian people, 
wito Nassri at-toeir bmd.1 am d^ly gntifiite toat 
after 40 yean ^ ttoto about Soez b at liA onei^ng 
zestoriz^ te ote peopb Ibrir jeal hfidtage; Ifarir 

to tognity amH rights mmiy have 

soa^todeay. 

"Moreovor, it las now becona sibcndaittly char 
ftiriSnezwasatiniiiii^pbiitthiwoddhbtoiy. Loric. 
tor mstmee, at file Soviri nhhnatam. It zDty be, and I 
Biiess — toe issoe has not been settied — toat 

da Soviet nMiwrt nm was not as decisive as was 
lfaoa^ 8 ttoetiiDB.Bnttoev 8 !ueofai 7 poEticalac- 
tkp hes in the efieets it has at toe tiin& So. even if tia 
Sovieb were UofiSi^ tia, biarib took them se- 
riouriy and so did the and the Americazis etc. 

So in historical texxDS Sn» and not the CAan bob- 
rile criris, was toe first ^otelcoDfitsdatini in vriridi 
the toreat of isnig nnolBar weapons was nsed. hi tob 


the iHo p eo sh y of some Cyprian writ e m toand l esriy . 
K«r tiH h iwrvMm «Tirir wnnaB^ s defeats. SodhwrilBn 
flfifitiinie m i iw M Bt that SoB was a political victory 
and a militaiy detori Irian in toot thm -was no sn(to 
detoaL And tob Era^bn peiqiie now know. 
They know tost toexealnneri w» not mSbai, but 
along tia know tori .tia order to 

iritoarew from Shai, leaiv^ sb' battaBbas 
(sane 5,000 ma) to' p rov id e com ibr toe wito^ 
dnwal, was a tactiod manoeuvie. These sbe het- 

lalkns were ordered to hrid tii» positiaris Kidnast 

toe laadi advance tor 48 hoan so as to eririOe die 
rest of da anay to make an -pidafy widttoawal,! 
vriiichdaytod. ' ^ ’■ ■ 

b no-tnasdon of a ndEtaiy defeaL Ooda . 
eontnxy, tin ** ^ defence were.bolsteicd Sx a batfle 
that had yet to be^o. AiiyanecaB make a paranoo^ ' 
os drop. Bat vriat neid? As revealed ^ Lous 
Mountbrilea toe atHarf forces would have htel to oc- 
ogiy da whole of ^ypt to wrest a miBtaiy viciDiy, 
vrinch was hapoaribie. • ■ 

dmr were i^^^ted 
.wiHfemty b no teas rieat. That da ]bride wfid nri 

bemu icnesoB a smaqtofiH tito 
triumph frinch (<s namy years h » been demed to 
aim Aral dioae ^tibo- dapr triu» J l4 i wid i the - 
mori enagy dote m toe Mbf tori th^ are tekiiQ ■ 


ance; vririlei da Cidan mbsOe ciisb can be described ' 
as its ton dress iriaaisaL 


.e^actelly.Btitm and Rarice^ were faced to adopt a 
' raw Ibga. Fost-Sne, toe deriming iiqxrialbt 
.were ftreed http toe xeribatioo dtt tiiw power was 

limilHrf anH | ftiwgw wwi ttwy 


coold do very Ihfle. Id Britain, ccofideiae in da Con- 
servative Party was gradually eroded while in France, 
the Fourth Republic fell, and de Gaulle came to pow- 
B. A '^iQle new oonfiguration of global finces was 
ban. 

*Tn dib cemtexL three very hmortant ramifications 
of Suez tooidd be ixiteA Themst was its efiect on 
Thhd Wodd Hbeiatioo rruivemeats; da oon- 
cem$ its Arab nmjaml consequences, vrii3e da tfahd 
b cotmp i rteri to toe way h hehad to diarpriicaliy re- 
orient da conduct of toe Cola War, and in particular 
Airarican strata towards tbe Soviet Udioc. 

“In a smgle blow, Suez — da trhmqdi of tia Egyp- 
tian people in Sub — freed toe Third Wodd of what 
we may call the Mossadegh syndrome. Nfossad^ 
had Western hegemony over ban and was 

A»featftrf ttiui hb iu»rf the Thhd 

Worid’s sense of hadequac^ in conimg to gi^ with 
Western domhatioiL I renuntoer Ca^ trifang rra 
oncri' ‘*niae we were in da mountahis d raw mi iig of 
TevotutiOL And all of a y»wiAw^ we saw you na- 
tiooalisiog tfae Sub we saw you figtiSng and 
whnmte^ We could only toQ omstto^ ‘if the Egyp- 
tians lave been able to free iq} to toe igaeifa, toe 
Americans, toe British and da Renito and win, how 
can we not defeat Batista. *** 


‘'The profound manner hr wbieb Sub affected the 
Tldid World b almost beyond muigmm^ and it 
maifwi me angry when I hear sorra Egyptians de- 
scribing it as a def^ for hi doing so tfa^ damage 
not only dib moment of oa hbtoiy but a ntoole range 
of meanings and values. There are intangibles in toe 
strqggie8 0 fpeoplesandnBtioos,rniangiblebntnaiie- 
thriesseqa^ of great achieveDBnts. Human ben^ 
have im^mation and qitnt, they possess vision, at- 
trihiiiHa cspriile of transfotmmg dreams into rerii^. 
Be as pragmatic and practical as you want, but you 
ignore such hrtai^Ies at your periL 
Swfwnti da e^prence of Sub — with tfae d^ 
stmetion of da cm Tqi Lfoe in Syria — also coi- 
tanad toe im part ai rt lesson that Az^ unity was nri 
oily a praeqidrite for devekpoKat but a key foctor 
in safeguarding riatianal seemi^, givh^ hrqatus to 
the mesger briween Syria and Egypt da foUowrng 
year. And toe very feet toat tfae Suez war was a peo- 
ple’s war, a stn^e in vriiicih Arab pe^es par- 
tirfpatffd en masse, b^gied mai^ qoesti^ con- 
cerning social justice. Befim Suez, Egyptians qxfee 
of ^yptiazuriz^ foeign mteresls, alia- Staz the term 
imtiniiaWBatinn entered the vocabulary. Issues of so- 
cial justice catra hneasin^y to Awmnate the polh- 
ieal Iraida of states in da re^on. Aiabb was 


to abolish riavery a few numbs after Suez. A new eia 
was dawning, an era in which toe deprived b^an to 
question dair sodal positions. 

*Tat ns now panto da third, less direct but ra less 
dramatic, ramificatiai of Sub on the wodd otto. Ei- 
senhower’s post-SuB attempt to re-establish Western 
dominance in toe region was defeated by toe very re- 
verberatioiis of Suez. With Kame^y, whose adwsere 
bad closely snidied da lessens of Sue^ a new a- 
ienlation in toe confiontation wito toe Soviet Union 
bqgm to take shape, reinforeed by da Cntao nifanig 
crisis. 

Thg whiitMrtiiiw rfiiT Tiig SngT Tn1t¥ vtiiftgH a tmaU 

raw dement — da use ofda threat of matenrcaar 
murtatioa — hdo da global power game. The Amer- 
icans b^an spBldng of 'for^ da Soito Umcn to 
change its poorities’. The mhmtwg of meetings of the 
N^nal Seonr^ Council duhq toe Kennedy ad- 
minbtration are constantly punctuated with da phrase 
‘forchig da Soviet Union to change hs prkrides.’ 

“Unffl drat tim^ the Soviet Union had been trying 
to balance its rmlrtaiy {HOgtamna its 
and social developing inproviDp the standard of 
living and services availdile to us people in ac- 
eodmae vritfa its vision of a communist society. But 
firm da nwmem liUnD^ took office, and even dur- 
ing hb dectoial he issued warnings about 

die suppos^ nuclear gq> exbdng between da US 
and the Sovals. Tla idea was to moe the Soviet Un- 
ion to change its priorities, to force it into a futile 
arms race, a^ make wnming tfab race its top priority. 

“Thb diaregy, adopted and pursued by aO^ Amer- 
ican arfmimgiT««iftng smce Kcotoly, icaclad its peak 
wito Reagan’s Star Wars progranma, with the result 
toat tfae Soviet Union expended massive resources 
anri enagy on da race to da detrimeiit of al- 
most everything rise. 

“Generally there are two types of mtemational cri- 
ses. One tfari stops short of war, like the Berlin Wall 
disb, and another, like Vatnam, that b settled by 
war. Suez, however, was unique in that it was a mo- 
ment of revelation, one whuto obli^d all iuter- 
natiaral and regional actors to rethink and to reassess 
dab positions and the means by atoirit tb^ riioiild 
continue wito the global power game. 
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The moral 

of Suez 

British planes were bombing Egypt, but in Londons Trafalgar Square, a 100,000 
people gathered to condemn the war. Among them was Tony Benn. a prominent 
figure in the British labour movement. This week, he spoke to Hani Shukrallah 
of his recollections of the Suez War, and of its moral lessons, still relevant today 


On the anti-war movement in Britain 

was an astoniafaiDg period. I do not recall any other period in whidi 

there was sudi public anger in Britain at wiiat was so obviously an act 

of t^iesaon. The collusioa with Israel was known about at tbe time. 
We could not prove it, though of course, it has now beat proved. We 
just knew that dns was wlret hqipaiedL 

remember leeriving a letter from an RAF pilot stadoned in Cy- 
prus me what he should do, since he beSeved that this was an 
aggressive war, and tint if called to be feh be diould re- 
fuse. 1 wrote hack 'Well, I am not gOQg to teU you triiat to d(^ 

but I e^ree with your view’. 

‘The Labour Party was totally 0 {^x)sed to die Suez War — unlike its 
poff fr imri fjinmg flje Faltrlafwfa and the Gulf W8I8, wfacn the LabOUT op- 
positioo su pport ed die govep u nent. Gafekell, ^ Labour Fatty lea&r 
at die ImH made a bad ^icech after the nationalisation of tiie Suez 

f^Bwat [b his pit»tidied diaties, Benn describes it as ‘nauseatingf^ but 
vriien the war started, be canre out veiy poweriuOy against it It was a 
breach ofihe United Nations Charter; it was a breach of the trqmtite 
a g wwme w t, Jt W8S a breach of everytiihig. He made a series of exixeni^ 


iT KMif i ng a iieiy digf nigirished Rgy ptian h.w 3 fer m a train betwe en Cairo 
and Alexandria and bow he lefieeted a bwi^ anger at the way Biit- 


“Xhe people who came onto tbe streets to protest were fiom tbe trade 
itfrinn movement, the pe ac e movement and me labour movemeirL 
Tn Bri ^«»"j there to ahv^ been a strong hdemationalist' move- 
ment, a peace movement, a trade »tninn movement and a socialfet 
movement which is very poweiiuL It is stiD diero. Even at tbe time of 
tbe Gulf War, when both parties [Conservative and Labour] sqyorted 
the attantf qq Iraq, we had hundreds of of people on tbe 

street It was ttie same Aging die Falkhmds War. 

T was the treasurer of an oigpnisatian called the Moventent fig Co 
Innigi Freedom, ^riiidi was a vcjy powerful anti-inqterialist movement 
in Britain. And some veo' di^t^^nsibed Labour leadeas were iztvolvBd 
in it We could ahwys mount powerful campaigns 
**But of course in 1956 die difference was diat not only could we do 
that, and s^ can, but ^ the Labour opposition was against the war. 

"‘So you bad an absobitt conflict betwM the two mam political par- 
ties. Normally, the o pp o si tion to materialism has been to the 

groiq) of people uAra I mentioned, but did not eqoy modi siggKgt in 
pBriigfTMnL But on tto occasion, h was amsmng 1 went to so many 
mp j wtrny, and sure, some people shouted at us rad called us tiaiters, 
butmany others were very si^portive. 

“And I think it was a suipnse to Eden that despite his coflqiarisoiis 
betwra Nasser and Hitler — vrindt were ridiculous — he could not 
convince British peofde, even though Britidi sdidieis were in- 
volved and when troops are involved dure is a lot of syntpadiy for 
your own soktios. But even so, pecqtle knew udiat dns was about The 
war was brought to an end partly because of die Americans, but partly 
because h qilh dte Ctoorvative Party. It was not just tbe Ldmur Pa^ 
wfaiefa oppOTcd the war. I remember goi]% to see the Conservative 
ministiia- of defence and asking lum to resign in protest at the war. It 
was radier an unusual thmg to'do. Here I was, only 35 or so, and I 
went to a cabinet minister and said, “will you resign?* and he said: 
Thank you vety much for omning. Everything you say is on xny 
nnnd.’ 

There was enormous opporition in Britain to the war. And that is 
inqxutant fiom the point of view of Angfo-Egyptian relations. Egyp- 
tiaDsshouldttdfeeldiatitwasBritamagainstEgypt,bittitwasaDint- 
pexialist government against the ^yptian national movemenL” 


End of empire 

Tt was a remadcable battle, and of course h destroyed Eden and de- 
stroyed the last dream of British imperialism. Eden was personally in a 
state of nervous collapse. But there is no p(^ in just blaming Eden, 
Basically, Suez was die to dnow of British impc^alism. 

Tbe &BZ War came at the time of the Riestan invaskm of Hun- 
gary. And vriieieasdMBritidigoveimnem was deooQocing die Soviet 
Unioi 4 tt was itseif engaged m an act of ^^ressirm agrinst 
The broadcasts of die Shc^ Al-Adm staticn in Cyprus, wi^ had 
been taken over by the [Britirii] govorrmont, were very revealing. In 

the pf C o»rifn nn*, Riten waw ctoiimng tfiat flia ntttrruitiim wag rti- 

reeled at both Israel and E^ypt, to end the fii^bding and allow Britain 
and Ranee to re-occ^ the Suez Canal. The broadcast from Cyprus, 
howevet; never mentiaiied Zsnid, because dtey knew' that die reri rea- 
son behind the ■**«<*tf was the nationalisatkxi of dte Snez So 

Eden, in London, was saymg it bad nodnng to do widi tbe oa- 
tionalisatioQ, wfafle the floww imiaiit ndk) station was arfHnw sei ng ex- 
tremely hostile messages to the Egyptian people, string that the att^ 
was punishment for AlKlel-Nasser’snatioDatotioa of die Ganai. 

“So, the lies and nntmthB came out very, very quiddy at the time. 
And of course, in the end Eden had to resign a^ the whole thing 


Tn dte post-war period, tny feifaer, who was a cabinet member and a 
strong simortar of the ^yinan cause, was sent to ^ypt fer nearly a 
year in W5-6, and his aim was to wididtaw fiom the Tel Al-Kdiir 
base. The-obstacles put in bis w^ then were, first, thttRusaa was a 
t hrea t and the base was needed fas the global strategic interest of Brit- 
ain, and secondly, that Sudan had to be p ro tected- Is fect^ diese were 
fiaalty jii g f p i wlaate fhr Britain tn hang on to the Tel Al-KalnrbaseL 

The Suez Canal, wfaidi was a m^^yprisi waterway, was [also] 
used as an and [US Secie&By of State John Foster] Dulles 

wiTTie over and set up the Canal Users Association, and [Robert] Men- 
aes, the Australian prhiie was in. The whole dnng was a 

fraud firxn b^mning to end. 

“But tt had one good effect; tt proved to Britain diat the d^ of emr 

phe were over, ^id of course, tt gave Piesideiit Nassa lu proper 
place as the leader of tbe Arab natumalist movement which I have al- 
ways supported.” 

Whither solidarity? 

Tn die post World War H period, tbe anti^dtonial move* 

mams in dte Ihiid Worid, wUcta won tbe freedom of India, Paldstan 
and all tbe territories occiqited by Brita^ had hs countenait in a very 
strong movement io Primin itself and 1956 was its cul- 

mination, if you like. 

Then, with the Thatcher period, you got a swing back to tbe right, 
im pertalism is cmoing back, and wfth the Soviet Union gone and the 
Cold War over, the British authorities, and, paitieolarty, toe A me ri can 
auflKntties — because Brttain doesn’t really count — have got to find 
a new enemy. And ^ new enemy is Islam, although during die Cold 
War die Antericans iiinded tgkimim movements to fi^ttiie emn- 

mimieis 

This to created, undoitotedly, a very, very teactionaiy element in 
political life. Look at<Clinton and Cuba, Clinto and Libj^ tbe use of 
sanctions against Irac^ vriiidi have killed half a million Ira^ children. 
North Korea and so on. 

“And I have to ««tmitj in ^ h on e s ty, d»at the anti-nxqierialist move- 
ment has been quieter ^ the pro-inmerialist movement 8trooger.But 
dim is not to say that toere are not mfllions of petqile in Britain, and in 
America too, who are still instinctively gainst the so-called new 
world order, which simply has mihstiHTted American inqKrialism for 

Rr? ti«'h imp m ialMm 


The moral of Suez 

The Gulf War had an dement of the Crusades about it, utoeie yvu, 
rfmatMinl y, am fighting ag^irwi lalam — Ttidfawt I of En gland againfit 
the Kurdish Muslim lea^. And there is no doubt what- 
ever tto ntoen you remove socialism and intemationalism fiom the in- 
ternational agen^ then what comes back is nationalism, xem^diobia, 

anti UnuianvwtniiKm 

“But don't ftwtik ftmt fimAwnMifaKOTi is ItmifaH tO There STB 

Jewish fundamentalists, believe in the &eato^ laael; there are 
Chriaian finKlamentalMis; and the woiA fundamentalists of an are tbe 
mcHtetarist fundamentalists, who bdieve that toe wesship of monq' 
should dedde everythiiig, iqilace any God. 

T think tins is a pro£ct ^ the abandoDment of the peicqilioD of a 
wo^ in ^licfa we aU have a emnmon interest: a worid ntokto wotkmg 
petmie have an interest in, commoo people have an interest in, peace 
m the interest of wodriiig dass 


T had served in Egypt myself during World War n, and Iremember 


back to tliear locali^, their idigian, their hatred of women, tiieir hatred 
of trade unions, titeir hatred of socialists. To be honest, tt to a sort of 
Fascist dement in it, because mass unemployoteait biouiAt Hitler to 
power in Ganmi^, and mass inKarqdoyment in America and Bittaio 
creates the sc^iegoat philosophy which leads people to say Islam is 
the enerny. Now carorniniKm is grae, so Iriam is the eoen^. 

“Neveitoeless, this view is fer fiom being the only one. Siqipt^ for 
the Palestinian cause in Britain, for exampl^ is amaring. There is tre- 
mendous s upp ort fijr the Palestinians here, whimiig fi you might ftnwk 
that because Palesifeians are Arabs and hAslim, tbe pabbe would be 
hostile to them. Not at ai 

“And 1 tirnik one of tbe ^eat of the mass metoa is that it 

very tardy projects the suppwii n g dawents m countries that are sup- 
posed to be enemies. In Americattim is a maivdous left wing; a mar- 
velloos peace movement, a ti^ uninn movemBDt — but you never 
hear about that in Britain. And we oaly hear about tbe Tgigmie fimda- 
menfa lists in Egypt We don’t hear about the odier side the 

metoa goes for the snqile populist vrindi igi hatred of 

other countries instead of hati^ of systems, and frxrees peoples against 
eadiotiier.'’ 
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*I do not recaD any other period in which there was so 
mnch anger in Britain at what was so obviously an act of 
aggression,* reminisced Tony Benn this week, in an 
interview wtth the Weekfy. Above, Benn addresses 
anti-war protesters at Trafalgar Square, who were also 
addressed by Abdel-Azim Anis (sftting, 5tfa firom left), 
whose recoUectioiis of the day appear below 


To 


Trafalgar 
from Egypt 

Abdel Azim Anis, mathematician 
and political activist, was the only 
Egyi^an to address the crowds at 
Tra^lgar Square during the fateful days of 
Suez. These are his recollections 


Why was 1 in England on tbe eve of toe Suez War? The sto^..^-^ 
gins four years pri<tt- In 26 July. 1956, toe date oftfaendjondjatkai '• j 
of the Suez Cato In September 1952, 1 obtained :'j 

tistics from tin Inipeiiri OoOege mixmdon, alter wlwto I wais'^ ' - ' ~ . 
poh^ lecturer m the Dqiaitmto of Jftire Mathematics at 'too 
culty ofScienoe, Cairo Universi^. Two months before my refah'i ' ■ .-f-."; - 
home, tbe July Revolution UkA: place in Egypt Eg^ianstiidM^'-^-'-. -i i 
in En^and met at vriiat was until then the E^ptian Royal Cbbihi.' ' 

Park- LancL We discussed toe Free.Offioeis’ movement and - 

dared aims, announced in the first communiqite of toe :: 

tionaiy Command Council Q^CC), and unammously i^reedio/~'.''^ V '] 
give our siqipon to tbe revolution. - 

Our endoraemeot of the levoIutHm stemmed from three baaCT vV-: -•! 
reasons: first, the e^qHilsion of King Farouk from Egypt; seccmdly,. , ' ■’{ 

the propagation of ti^ Tanri Reform Lnw, and tfahdly, toe promise': ] 
to restore a parliamadaiy democratic system and to lei nst to toc'-L ^ 
constitution. In ray ctqiacity as secretary of toe Itoooal Com: [. ' ^ I 
mittee of Egyptian Students in Loodon. Isematel^imntoCi^ 1 . j;. ..i 
expressing our support, vririrto was announced toe Egypto V 
Broadcasting Stati^ ■ . : .i..,..'., : 

Two yeais later, events took a diffoent turn. The seeds OfdoabC , ' | 

had bcOT growing, along with a sense of dissatisfaction. Not oifb' ' 
was there no sign of a pediameDtaiy system, but siqiptesrioiL of 
opinion had esodated to new heights. Sweepfog arrest campa^' . i 

were taldng place. Two woikeR were executo alter a sutniDHty ; I 
and unfeirmUitaiy trial in Kafr El-Dawwar. The criaswbidi broke' . 

out in Maidi 1954 between Mohanoed Naguib and Khalil Mo-. 
hieddm on tbe one hand, and Nasser and bis group on tfaeotoe^ : . J 
hrou^tto toe surfece toe rift betwi^ tixtse who wanted the res^'' - 
toiation of pgriianig nt a iy ^ and the hoUiag of public eiectiaas [ . - • ] ' 

and tiiose opposed to sucto measures. Therefitre, it was only natunl: . 
that univeisi^ staff members should sign a. pronto toe 
calling for the return of the anny to its banadEs; the resttntioB. of,- .j'l' 
the representative system of gove rn ment and ffae nti na tate m efit of • 
the constitution. 

Nasser emerged victorious fimnAe March Tosa ftririg, and M o;. *;i 

banted Naguib was removed from office, whil i|» KTiatad 
was sent into ex3e in Switzeriand. The r^jme to piteish.J 
those univeisity tectmers who h^ sotted tiie petition and, od'29~-. " ■ 
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Diaries 
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Tuesday 30 October 1956 
I heard on toe eariy bulletin this ntonmig of the 
Israeli attadr on Egypt The weekend news had 
been grave fiom tbe Middle East but I don’t 
tfamk anybody exeqK those in the know had ex- 
pected h to eiqtlode so rapidly and so seriously. 
I went to toe House of Coinmoiis after hmd 
and heard tbe Prime Minister’s st at e m e nt an- 
nouncing dte ultimatum to and the de- 
cision to dcanaod ti» right to occiqiy die Suez 
CanaL 

...GattskeU made a brflliant comeback fol- 
lowing the Prime Minister’s statement The 
lead be gave os will certainly set tbe tone of the 
Party’s attitude to tiiis whole crisis. The House 
was in conqilete uproar. 

...But the mpoiding agression by Britam 
has touched a 'very de^ chord in the hearts of 
every member of the Labour Party bar one or 
two. 


Wednesday 31 October 1956 

1 rang the Movement for fV»lo«iial Fr ee d om and 

asted them to book Ttafelger Sqt^ fitr a rally 
on Sunday afternoon. This they ^ at once ^ 
the meeting was handed over to toe Labour Par- 
ty the same day_. 

Tbe dtaracter and volume of the public 
protest now developing is most mteresting. It 
has rallied round nubnned people of every po- 
litical allegiance. The Matchester Guaman 
provides tte mtellectual leadeislm in the ooun- 
tty and the Cfauiches, leading figures in sci- 
ence, univentties and among p rofe ssi onal peo- 
ple are coming out solidly on this. 


Thursday 1 November 1956 

Hiis momiDg’s news of toe bombings added 
ydditinnal tragedy to the situatioiL The news 
enntained an ttem that Egypt was con- 


tenqilating wtthdrswa] from the UN because of toe 
feiiure of the UN to be^ her. 1 decided to ih^ tbe 
Egyptian Embassy at once to urge them not to do 
this. 1 to the ambassador’s private secretary 
and expjained tiiat toe veto cast yesterday by Brit- 
ain and Fiance was not the end of (he matter. To- 
day toe General Assonbly meets and its decision is 
a forgone conclurion. I asked toe secretary to aric 
the ambassador to send an urgent message to Cairo 
to get this decision reversed. I also added these 
woids: ‘Please convey this me«Mge to the Am- 
bassador and add to them an expressiem on behalf 
of die vast mqoii^ of the British pecqile of tiie 
feeling that he must know we all have.” ... At any 
rate, very late tonight the Egyptian Govecmient an- 
nounced that tiie rqions of its intended withdrawal 
from tiie UN were ^utte withotA frMDdation... 

Shortly after getting ba^ into the House some- 
one whispered that 1 would be called next. I had no 
qi ee cb p rep ar ed and 1 scribbled four on to 

apiece of piqier. 1 qioke fbr over 20 mhnites and tt 
certainly was, fiom my point of view, the best 
speech I have ever made: « 

“... It is because ay li^ bon. and bon. Friends 
and I feel that to put troops in any illegal war of ag- 
gression is a crime against tix^ troops that we 
have moved our motion of censure in the House to- 
nigfat These are bitter words. I make no apology 
for them. 

“... I siy sincerely that no counny has committed 
as many crimes against Egypt as this countiy hint; 
and I say quite smcerely — > and 1 Ixqie tiim my 
words go out to Caiio, because unless some q[ us 
say is in our hearts, we shall have no 
in Egypt in die future — that 1 am ashamed 
wtthin three months of evacuating Egypt, following 
seventy or ei^ years occiqiation, British troops 
should be going in again, provolred into it by toe 
feet that E^mt was herself toe subject of an at- 
tack." 

Friday 2 November 1956 

This moQung Ouy Whit from toe Manchester 


Guardian rang to say that be hoped 1 
would the meeting in Cam- 

bridge Univeisity tonight tbe Idek- 
ing-off point for tiw national cam- 
paign. 1 promised tii^ I would 
nrinic of a slogan and a symbol that 
would unite us alL 


Monday 


Oan'l worry - 1 wHI liglu to rtia l«il Frooehnn 
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5 November 1956 ^ y 

Tliiiildiig of poative ways we might 
help, 1 got on to the Cross this || 
morning to see whether blood st^ ' ' 
plies could be sent to the Midme __ 

East from BriteiiL 1 qiofce to Lady ' 

Limerick of the British Red Cross. ' 

Tbe anangements qqiarently are .1 

very sinqile... * 

Tod^ 1 was sitting in tbe Snxrich^ 

Room when Gemge Wigg came in 
breathing heavily and sat down beade me. T've 
done a bloot^ siUy thiiig,’ he said. Tve walloped a 
Tory. A few mimiw* ago in the Membcre* Qoak- 
room.’ It turned out to be Leslie Thmnas, tbe Mem- 
ber fbr Cantexbuiy, wh^ father Jinany Thomas 
was a Labour Cabinet NGnister befbre tiie war. *He 
said “Gattskell’s a bio^ traitor.” I said I’d rather 
be led by a bloody traitor dw" a f— ing murderer. 
He asked me to come outside and as we left tbe 
cloakroom, he swiped me. So 1 gave him one in the 
belly and two or toree more aodhe went down like 
a felled ox’... 


Tuesday 6 November 1956 

Spoke at Uidvenity CoUct Loodoo Labour Club on 
tbe atuation. 200 very scrim shidenfi — not by any 
means aH Labour — who sat in pofect silence and 
adted the most p enetra ti ng questuais. Lost control of 
ffi wtipniy durh^my ^leedi — as last ni^A 1 tiiink 
It’s the tension and strain tiiat does tt. 







To the House of Commons at 7pm where the 
Lobby was foil of excited chattering members, talk- 
ing about cease-fire. I do not believe it — it is too 
incredible. Two other members confinn it it must 
be true. It is true. Feel like jumping in the air and 
cheering. Am engaged in a mild ewer when 
Bessie Biaddock. ‘Bessie 1 want to kiss you,* I w M. 
'Bessie, with a huge smile, replied, ‘Not now, dear- 
ie, with all these people about' 

Home at 8. H^ipy and vciy exhausted. But 
couldn’t go to bed ^ 2 for trying to think out what 
all this means and what the less^ arc. Will try to 
set down some first reactions tomorrow. 


Thursday 15 November 1956 

Eden’s personality underwent a complete rhangn 
towards tbe begiiiiiing of the Suez crisis. [William] 
Clark dates this at about the time toat he collapsed 
with a fever when he visited Lady in ho^tal. 
He is, said Claric, and 1 quote, 'a eriminal lunatic*. 




Solidarfty eoi^' 
sdous, Egyp- 
tiaiis des^ned 
and printed 
tensofthon- 
sands of these, 
anddmflar, 
postcards, to 
mail to friends- 
in Europe. The 
message on ftie 
back of Che 
postcards read: 
“Egypt guar- 
antees the fr^ee- 
dom of naviga- 
tion in the Sos 
CanaL” 


Knowing what a middle-of-the-road, modersti 
wisby-wphy man Qark is, I was very surprised 
bear such strong lai^uage used. However he had' 
more ro say in coufiroiation. Evidently toe Govem- 
meut were not themselves kept infonned by Edeo 
and vanous people were taken off the secret list fbr 
documents ^ tbe plan progressed, riarif hfriiMif 

did not warn ) the day 
after he had explained to toe PM what the UkeW 
pubbe iwuon would be to the use of force 

tbou^t that only an inner group of 

Massingham said tn Sunday's Obsehf 

^ ® bomb^ the chaise 

^ collusion between Britain, rSu 
^ 7 “,^cks quietly on. If it goe^one^ 
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Sepiciitol954,AeRCCissp^tidBcieesBddD&4Z&c^ . 
njcmbos m Egypdaa uoivQtatKS, bdosigaig to a wide qieo- 
trum of trcndB aidmcn'einaa& flKKeacied werepr 

Tawfik El-Shawi, DrAbdet'M]bDbii£l-Shfn^asvi^D^ 
An;id,DrFawaMaii8an;J>MbbmiiedA5rois;OrAbdd- 

R.17W] Hageu^ MrT^IiTniwi^PI- AlBin«w rfiTgi «rfr „. 

1 was in txndoi»fM»sh6 smnittniribett'Ae^ixasiaO'tf 
RCC was issued, 

pTnatifal «fllraifatiftng 'jrt'« ritiw* wfa^raw ynl^ 
avaikdile. I te^ttat<^4)fjDsrpio&88ont61diiied^be 
hadbeena3kedtt>Teccam]Madsamcl>o(fytDlectQrejiiin^>- 
cmalicalsiatistksatawIliqipittLcwdopandfli^iflweteiar 
tetgstoi,l»: wouldiecMonnRindiiyiiMpellflBiiikgdrlnm 
his offer, aixi ^bdoed ABtfiSdnbC'matftol^^ 

Cairo Univeri^. 

Wboi we dodced m AlexanddacD 27 -Sqifeniber. I bad n> . 
kkaifaml bad been sacked oidydsee days befere-Evidoii^, . 
after the new^ I cabled nty ]Bio&s9Qi;'«iplffiaii^ niy 
new siniatfgn md addtg^Jam Id jtcoaaBBod jan hr the job 1 
bad jud uraed dowiL ^ npobhneob BiBiibiD td» sow 
tone, 1 decidedtoaBcqkaniinfo&mftKia^^ 
ftv Staftstics m Ibe ttadi a fiwMncdrih COOK 

namwifailwSary Tiva<intein T.rfMirwin CTitwdyrf p i iyjm lajTm. . 

oehvd 3 letter fiism die CSieJsea epD^ 

□do^ is Loodoo, tdBng me ftac I badbeea mpontted Semor. 
Leduig,andl!MtlwastDSiaa w cBfcCQlM!B<^19S5.' : 

My wife and five-ye»K)ld dSDf^ jnned me in Londoa 
shordy ate^We m a smaD .feomted fld in Cl^feam 

acquired ^^^le i^rboo: dauE^der west "to a maiby 

:$chool, iny wife reamed strefies in bicdogy'tf dre Imperial 
i niiqg i. . ^ 1 wnksd on my fa Uiu e s a a d ieae a^ IhJfae . 
sunnier of 1 956 we araoeed to a hoGday mfiie C2^ 

ttd Isl^ Guernsey, and h was in a amaD botri feeie feat 
we the Iasi two weds of Jifty* 

f was on an island with my fea^yy^tbciiTfeserannoiiBced 
the aatkmalisation (tffte Soa I lividly remeBriierfeat . 

day, as we went out for a walk in the afleuiocMi, came back 
aid reared for a while, feen went downStans tt die xestauEBDt 


Scenes 

alter oationalisatioa, wheb it. was clw.riiat : 
the Western Big Three were aHbostile to Nassera^ - 
that bis Russian fiimds .were likely to be j^reocciqned 

elsewhere, Israel requested a tng increase m Renm . 
arms shipments. On 7 Am^ist at a meeting in the 
graceful old Defence Vfiniriiy in Rne St Donuntqne,' 

not fer firm the iDvalicI^ tlre Fiendi gave the Is^^ 

their ap|»x>val for massive deliveries... ThePtendimezi 
present at the meeriiig incltided Bouiges-MaiaKns3r; . - 
General Pan! Ely, the Fren^ Chief of Sla£^ Admiral , 
Pierre Barjot who was to beconoe _ . ^ ■ 

Comniander-is-Chief of die French mvarion ibrces; . 
and Abel Thomas, Bouigefr>Mmnc^’s chief aide and 
an ardent Shimon Fet^ Director Gener^ of 

the Defence Ministry, represented Israd«. 

"Boiitges-Maunouxy Petes bow long rt wonid 

Israel’s forces to reach ^ Suez Canal in an 

QfKmtion across tbe-Sinai Pe r ri ns n l a. Peres rqdied: 
About one week. Oie of fee In^zanldiig offices feen 
Peres if Israel would be willing to attack.Elgypt^ 
in concert with Ftance. Peres mstantly answered .Yes. 
(KeHiuitLave,rStuzs The Twice War”, 

McGnn¥-am,fie»¥ode.i969) 

TechnicaUy and juxHfically. fee imtionnHsafian [of fee 
Suez Canal] wras hrmeecable: One of fee British 

officials 1 qwlre fe m Loodm on the ni^ of ^ 

natinnaiigarim said there mwht be nothing to * • 

riposte *cacept twid^ our tmnnl^*~. ‘W® 1 ^. 

to be beast^ to Nasser,* one official told . 

haven't figured out a scosibiew^ to do iL The Bntistt 

ooerfed. •• 

“On 28JulyBrTtamblodced8nEg)q)timaeriB^ 

This was a uni!ateral variation fee Ai^h^Efiyp™® 
currency agreement ccxtclu^ in 19 ^- ‘if *® ^ 
ORfin^ action crfsovermgnQT,’ an ^ 

defcnmvely, imcoriscioisly echoing ^Bfpt s defence ot 

BttiotmUsation.*' . - 

<KeiwmLove,Sugi: Tie 
^pGm-imNewTa*.19m 


for dmier. Ac hufem coHesgDe s|ipnndied me and 
iirimpasd: “Where have you bedi ^ diis time, have 
you not hoard tiie neiire about Egypt? Nasser na- 
tumalised tiai Suez-Csoid.*’ At fii^ 1 th nnghr he was 
joldoig; bm iriim ire aasoied me be was not we went to 
he ar fee evenhg news oai tire TV. AH tiusemtire bo- 
nd 4oiii)se were dooibfeaiidBd.'Th^ all Btemed to be ' 
tuning tore for sime expbnatkiB^ or ibr ow i^nmon 
asto ndretwefeov^ht wo^hmreanezL 
bfy wife and 1 ^>C8tt ni^ discosoi^ tire matter 

fiom every coDcewable ang^ addi^ (wisdves if WB 
were on fee Ixmk <^war, how that would afiect our 
life m Britain, and OUT acadooic woric, 'vdiidi we had 


T3re next I tang tire secietwy of tire Movemmt 

fer Ookand Freedom, a sbeie^ beaded by 
Famer Brodmr^ <bto Losd Kodcwiy). I arioed the 
secielaiy aboet ha eiqiecialicre zegar&ig 
. meofs reaction fe tire new developtieata. 1 had 
m active meafea of tire Movem^ and on hearing 
hty yoib^ tire eacdtebired: “Where are yeUTWefaave 
heea lool^ fer-yoa evay^rireie to jiactieqrete in tire 
meetipgs we piaa to organise on tire Suez Canal issoe 
andtin^.of wari^It^her I wbnld.be tai in Zm- 
dgn oo 31 My, and yroidd be at tire fetposal of tire 
'hfewnieBt 85 m.l-ApgDSL - 

.nm^^^^^^^hedto be f^^move.^fa^^^feed 
to save tire coD^ (wdndi had so goKiously pfiind 

wn^- o ppgr 'aie ghrfFmBfnlw r^^ my winlMmMBgfnmt in rfia 

imcormng <ai£ X wrote a later of resignation ad- 
messed to the dean (if the Q)I1^ and posi^ it firm 
.tire 3aiid:'MKB we rriti in Ixmdd^ 

iBe yimfa iwi» fl p m j gga ff th g - TTift gnee ' 

Ndm was takmg charge of tie proUem, he woidd 
nndy find a solimoa to tire colas between Egypt arid 

T lii hii n -T 'hgH thft rriiw A idfin, hOWevet, tilBt 

war wordd afanoti cerianly break out 1 reasom 
udndi ednobcaalBd'my belief Isnd had been en- 


gt^ed m military ririrmishes in Gaza in some tune. 
E^pthadanDOiiocediteaiinspuiciiBsesfioaCzedi- 
oskivalda, and it secured intural that a war would oc- 
cur befere Egypt had time to roaster the new weqioos. 
Egypt*5k)ng-standingsirepcstftirtireA!geriaDievola- 
tioQ was reason enov^ i^ Fiance to sedc to settie its 
■accountewithNas^. ' •■■!... . . 

Ai^ust and Sqitenfeer were bu^ monlhs as I trav- 
elled wideb'’ to sttend ureamgs hdd by local trade un- 
ions or cr^nreed by branches of tire Lriioiir Party in 
coordiriatioo wife tte Movenrent At tiiBse meetings I 
talked atiom tire Instoty of tire Cbnal eiqilaiiung how it 
was dug by Egyptian peasants CQDSo^pted into feioed 
labour, tens of feensa^ of ndioin bad (fied diaing the 
wade, and bow France and ftitam bad adzed fee 
shares in fee Canal My statements were generally 
wdlieceivedbytirepift^altiiDc^faostileandcon' 
tenqituous reactiem were ^ rq^pareoL Anx^ 
dti^ i visitod ManifeestBi; Iiveipo(»l, Erfedwig^ 
<3aKow, amlaimng tire porition of &ypt md the 
dmreeraofwar. 

T& meetings went on until October, fdren tire qreo- 
tre of war b^gan to loom targer. A mqor demaostza- 
tioD was oagstdsed in Ikafelgar Square; inviting tire 
Britidi people to voice tireir oppoation to tire war ova 
SiKZ. Midfeudre matdred down tire streets firm Hyde 
Park Canrer to TrafeJgar Square. On fee first rows 
were tire man leaders of the rally, as weD the musi- 
ftiame playing tireir brass TTx» pramhrent 

Labour MFs and tire leaders oftireMovementfiirCo- 
tomalFreedcsn stood unda the statue ofNdsoo to de- 
liver tbdr spee ch es as the crowds advanced steadily 

for nty tum^^rak, wdule a Bri^'^iead 

my Hangiifpmn hk glMwiIrfBrg aft fliwt diff g gnM 
Mfthflrftrt^wrarfri rHt a in g tfig cmwiflg^ wainniteH tfiwi at 

rilodt 1 00,000. Among tire npeaken were a nmriba of 
mciudiiig Feona Btttokw^, Topy Belaud 
otireis. Urey all attacked Mr Eden’s poKdes wife cou- 


Pocument 


Two mnr tire Trafeiga Square demonstration, 
two inddents took place wdneh are still vivid in my 
incmcxy- The first was the appearance in the Daily Ted- 
egrtgjk of an item cbimfng i was an official fiom tire 
Egyptian tnibanatian Department, sent by Nassa to 
- adrfa^ tire rally. Evidently, tins was cmly meant to tar- 
the sponsors of fee rally. The newspaper had 
mixed iqi tire nanre of MafamoiKl Anis, one of Dr Ab- 
dd-Qada Hatem's maristpnts in fee Tnfhmwtinm De- 
partment, wife my own name. The new^iqrer publicly 
recognised tins error later. 

The second iwifaipvtahi^ incident is the call 1 {O' 
ceivedfiomtireniilii^attachdinthe^yp^EiD- 
bastyinI^doDthedtybefbretiredenianstration,ask- 
ii^ nre to viat bm m hre offiire for an inqioctaDt inatta. 
When I were to see biro eaity oo tire dity of the march, 
ItfjflffnnIly adcgHmft fnTipftatn fWmp mticipnttrig tnfhe 

Tnfe^ar Square lalfy. T^ embasty beheved that I 
might adze the oppotaioity to criticise Nassa's re> 

giiTii; I (Bcplained tO Iwm that, aS 80 j^yptiao, I WaS 

duty boo^ to paitiqpate in ^ rally, and tiet I woidd 
not have anybo^fessoade me fiom doing so. 

When war Imke out 00 29 Octoba, I booked a plane 
to Khaitoam with my fimily, ance ffi^rts to 
were stopped. We lernaiired tiim uiitil flights to Cairo 
were teamed in late Novaaba. 

Since tny re&m to Gabo at tire end of 1 9S6, 1 visited 
fim times. Qo three of these occaaona, I re- 
cehnMagenerrmmvilatiootost^asaviatiDgptt)* 
fessor lor ooe yea at a Britirii univeraty to ccHiduct re- 
send ftmded by tire British Sdence Research 
rmififtil Inm w»d*ii»H gratefij] to those Rritkh friends 
who offixed me such opportonities. On each of nty 
fiwr visits, howeva, I bm to wait Ibr loi^ periods to 
obtain an entry visa. I understood fiom fee Britirii 
Consulate that tire reason 1 had to wait so long evay 
time was that tity eotiy to Eii^arid had to be cleared Ity 
tire Foreign 0£^ in London. 


“6 Egyp^ Pecple, your 
InoadcastiDg stanim was destn^^ 
Frdmi-Qow on you will listen to fee 
. voice of Allied Annies rnmrnflnd 
this very fierami^. 

^ Cyprians, tins is the first 
blow vris^.has befeUen you. Why 
has this befelleti yon? First, becauw 
. Abdd-Nasser wentnmd and seized 
the Suez Canal whidi is of vital 
hiqioctance to fee world.'* 

(Unussdl — Tbe Vcriceoffhe . 
Affied Annies CommaDd in 
Arabic To fee.Near East Nov 2 
1956 145 GMT-^ Sborce: Tory 
Beiin’r fearies) 

' “Now. listen cajefiilly to ns. You 
have luddm m small villages. Do 
you know, what feto means? It 
means that we.are oUi^d to bomb 
you wherever yon ara. Imagine 
your villages bm^ bombed. . 
Jnueine yow wives, ehildieni 
tnofeecs, ftfirers, and graod&feers 
escaptog fimri fhm houses and- 
lea^ them property behind We 
will md arid.bcfeib yon vfeereva 
you hide.:.. You have conmutted a 
sin, 'feat is, you.placed confidence 
in AbddrN^serandbdievedbis 
hes. 

“Now yem axe beadim the truth. 
This to fee Sipxeme AS^ 
CMxmimd a dd re ss ing Egyptian 
solfegrs, sailoxSy.md pilots.** 
{Lhsiaml — j- V(dce of Britain in 
Ar^ie to the Near East Nov 4 
1956.0525 GMT — Source: Toay 
Bonn’s dbuies) - - 


Collusion 

Below is the text of the The Protocol Of Sevres”, signed on 24 . 
October 1956 by representatives of Britain, France and Israel 


The results . M' tbe conversatians whidi took 
place at Shvres from 22-24 October 1956 be- 
tween the r^reseatafives of toe Govemmaits of 
riw -Dahed Kh^dom, die State of Israd and of 
France are the foDovring: 

1- The lisraeE fbrees lamcih In the evenii^ of 29 
October 1956 a large scale attack on the Egyp- 
tiaB forces with the aim of reaching tbe CazM 
zone the fdlowing day. 

2- On bdi^ prised of these evaits, (he Britisfa 
and French Govenunents during tire day of 30 
Oetifeer 1956 respeedvdy and rimiiHineonsly 
make two. appeals to tbe Egyptian Goveniment 
and die Isradi Govanment on fee foUonlng 
lines: 

A. To fee Egyptian Government 

(a) halt all acts of war. 

(b) withdraw all its troops ten mHes from fee 


OD the r^nai by the Ari^o-Frendi forces to 
guarantee freedom of passage tbrougb fee Canal 
by vessels of all natkiBS untfl a final setdement. 
B. To fee Israeli Goventmeat 

(a) halt an a cts of war. 

(b) withdraw all its troops tea miles to fee east 
oftheCanaL 

In fee Isradi Govenunmt wfll be no- 

tified that tbe Ifrencb and British Goverament 
have demanded of fee Egyptian Government to 
accept temporary occupation of key positions 
along the Canal by Ang|o-Freneb fbrees. 

It b screed that if one eS the Goveniincols re- 


fused, or did not give its consent, within twelve 
hours the Anglo-French forces would intervene 
wife the means necessary to ensure that their de- 
mands are accepted. 

C Tbe r^resentatives of fee three Govern- 
ments agree that fee Isradi Government will not 
be reqidred to med tire conditions in fee appeal 
addrosed to it, in (he evesit that fee Eg^itian 
Government does not accept those in the appeal 
addressed to K for their part 

3- la the event that the Egyptian Government 
should feO to agree within fee sttpuiated time to 
fee eonditioBs of fee appeal addressed to h, the 
Anglo-Froich forces will launch ralBtary opera- 
tions against fee Egyptian forces in fee eariy 
hoars of the raomii^ of 31 October. 

4- The Israeli Goverament wfll send forces to oc- 
cupy fee western shore of the Gulf of Akaba and 
fee gronp of jdaniia nrane and Sanafir to en- 
sure freedom of nav^ation in the Gnif of Akaba. 

5- Israel nadertakes not to attack Jordan dnring 
the period of operations gainst E^ypt 

But in the event that during the same period 
Jordan shoaM attack brad, the British Govern- 
mmt undertakes not to come to fee aid of Jor- 


6- The arnmgements of (be present protoed 
must Femain strictly secret 

7- They will enter into force after the agreement 
of fee three Governments. 

(ggned) 

Bavid Ben-Gnrion PatriekDean 
Christian Plneau 


Eden’s 

r 

propaganda 

war 

The British media was not 
as free as it would like to 
believe at the time of Suez, 
writes Roger Hardy 


It has often been siqiposed tiiat, in his 
hanriiwig of the medi^ Antiwity Eden was 
an aristocratic amateur. It been argued 
that, during tire Suez cxisia, this was a fotal 
flaw, smee it meant be failed to win over a 
sceptical press and so, in tire end, lost tire 
battle for pubHc opimon. 

Forty years on, neither of tirese claims 
stands iqi to scrutiny. Aristocratic. Eden 
ceriainly was, otiH his of <tw»itwg 

with the mefea were disdne^ 
old-fosfaioned — his prefoned method was 
to use tbe old-boy netwodc. But bis 
handling of tbe media, particularly during 
the Suez criris, was more successful than 
has generally been acknowledged. Many 
edlloib and journalists supported his stand 
against Egypt, ritirer of thm own accord — 
out of a sense of patriotic duty or imperial 
pti^, or fiom hostility to Nasser and Arab 
natianalism — or as a direct result of 
pressure or manipulation by tiie Eden 
goveniment. 

When 1 made a BBC radio progremme 
recently to mark the fortieth annrvenary of 
the Suez crisis, I was able to interview 
some of the journalists who had worked in 
irieet Street or for die BBC at the time. I 
also interviewed a young British historian, 
Tony Shaw, who eariia this year publifeed 
die ftillest account of tbe subject which has 
yet qipeared — and one which challenges a 
numba of earlier assumptions. 

Entitled, Eden, Sues <zm the Mass Media, 
Shaw's book is based not just on close 
mooitormg of what the press and tbe BBC 
were prodocing at tbe time, but also on a 
mass of documentoion indudiDg British 
^venment pqiera released unda tire 
diiity-yea r^. His book, weD received by 
revieweis, makes uncomfiotable reading for 
anyone who thinks a fire press has a crucial 
role to play in a fire society. 

Some newspapers (fid, of course, stand up 
to Eden. The Guardian — The Manchester 
Guardian as it was then — opposed tbe use 
of force fimn the start, and the Observer 
virtually fiom the start Theywerea 
constant thorn in Eden's side. So was the 
Economist, ^<ih also took a comdstentiy 
anti-governmeiit line and, KIce than, 
received an extremely hoOile posfe^ as a 
result 

The Tones, in contrast, loctic a to«^ 
anti-Nasser line, someflin^ Eden did much 
to encourage. He singled out the newqjaper 
for his personal attention, holding a num^ 
of meetings during the (uisis with the editor, 
William HUey. the foreign editor, 
Iveiach Mcti^onald. Astonishing. Eden 
told McDonald about colhisian — he was 
the only journalist to be given such 
preferentiaJ treatmenr — witiiin days of the 
secret meeting in Sftvtes, on the omskats of 
Paris, at vdcch Britain, France and Israel 
agreed on their plan to attack Egypt 

McDonald in turn told Haley. 'Die two 
men were personalty horrified (particulaly 
at the idea of deceiving Britain's ally, die 
United States) and jKofessknially 
coamromised They had iireide knowledge 
but, because they h^ obtained it 
confidentiaUy, could not use it The Tunes 
did not rally whole-heartedly to Eden’s 
side, as the prime minister had clealy 
hop^ but remained, in the judgment of 
historian Tony Sbaw, sitting nervously on 
the fence. 

If the Toner was on the fence, the BBC 
was on tire rack. Eden expected h to rally 
to the govenunent's side as it had during 
tte sc(i^ world wa. He wanted it — in 
hs broadcasts in English but also, crudaDy, 
in Arabic — to coonter Nassa's Voice <f 
the Arabs. Senior BBC officnals saw tfamgs 
difierently. Tbty believed that, at a time 
when Biitife opinioo was so shaiply 
divided, the BBC had a doty to r^ect both 
government and opposition views. 

In two impor t a nt respeat^ tbe BBC (fid 
stand iqi to Eden. Wb^ in eariy 
November, fbe prime minister broadcast a 
defence of his actions on radio and 
televisioii, tire BBC insisted it must ^ve 
Labour leada Hugh GaitskeD the ri^ of 
^ly. Dereite ioteiise government pressure, 
it stuck to ttiis line, and GahakeU's 
wither^ critique of tbe whole Suez 
operation was broadcast — at the very 
moment vdien British troops were on their 
way to. Egypt. 

Secondly, die BBC insisted on 
teoadcasting on its various langnage sendees 
— mchidmg Arabic — hs regular summaries 
oftheBritife press. Eden was furious that 
tbe views of the Guardian and other pmeis 
which opposed his Suez poliQr sbonld be 
broadcast to tire wreld in this way. 

But tire BBC's noosd during the Suez 
eiias is On fbe basis of a thorough 

review of hs output, domestically and 
overseas, Tony Shaw believes ti^ its 
eommeiitaries took a pro-goveniment Mug — 
even if hs news broadcasts were, on tbe 
wbol^ inmattiaL In addhioa, he highli^its 
tbe role of a senior BBC man, Hugh 
CarietoD-Greeoe, who sat on a Forei^ 

Office committee whose role — as revealed 
by recently released piqien — was to 
produce propaganda with the e^ilknt aim of 
overt hr ow i ng Nasser. Cazteton-GrBene, 
brother of die novelist Graham Greene, went 
on to become directer-general of tbe BBC. 

The BBC’s dilemma sometimes produced 
comic results. Its producers were bound by an 
arcane restriction known as tire Fourteen-Day 
Rule, under vriiudi an issue could not be 
discussed on tile air if h was due to be ddiated 
mparUamcreinthecaoimgfixliii^it This 
even affected tbe n^mln radio pand 
pmffanssDBAi^'Quadons. Wheii,meariy 
November, (me of tire tried to 

cazeumvent the Fourteen-Day by 
refening to ^ypt as Rurinmia the 
programme was taken oiff the 
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4 Suez - 

Recollections of horror and heroism, as Dina Ez*at speaks to the man wrtio led the guerrilla war against the invadors, and to s ome of the people who waged jt^ .. 


In July 1956 vflasa Gamal Abdel-Nasser decided to n- 
tionali^ the Suez ranal^ he knew tiiat the West would 
most likely laun^ a retaliat^ mUitaiy offmsive f^ainst 
Egypt 

As time passed and war seemed inevitably die oountiy 
b^an to {vqnre its^ **We saw the gathering clouds of 
war. We anti^aied it was gomg to h^>en when tiie Suez 
finiMii was nammalised," leoilled Kamaleddin Hussein, a 
leading Free OfBeer and a key figure in die earty yeai^f 
Nasser’s g oven u neoL "We bad to be ready. Eveiyane bad 
to be pre^Bcd.” - u i 

HuMein played a key role in the pieparatioos. To help 
the levolutrouaiy govennoent evict the British finces fitun 
E g^ itian tenitoiy in the canal zone, he celled up and en- 
larged the popular asny he bad established in 1952. 

The concept behind mobilising a populsr army, ex- 
plained Hussein, was to fi^t a battle on two fronts. A 
country with a strong nvU-equqrped anny may be con- 
fident that it would crush a coun^ with a weaker mmy. 

But the invader may diink twice if it must battle with an 
entire nation of warriors. "Guarilla waifine has historicai- 
ly been proven to be a decisive etement in any war,'* be 
added. 

In ling with diis *h»nif»ng- the revolutionary government 
provided milhaiy training tor volunteers ai^ high school 
srudents. "We excluded iu>body, women were also mobil- 
ised. We b^eved that society could not be strong if wom- 
en did not know how to cacy mnia and defend tiremselves 
when needed,” Hussem said "We were not expecting 
women to be a part of the army, but we wanted tiiem to be 
acquainted with firearms just in case.” 

The role of the People’s Liberation Army durit^ tiie ^ 
war was to provide ban iq> for the regular troops of tiie 
Egyptian anned forces and laundi commando attads 
ngainst the iovadiDg ibices. Hussem said, “There is no doubt that 
they were instrmnental in getting the British to agree to the evac- 
uation.” 

On 26 July 1956 while Nasser was stumung the world by na- 
fa'ftnaliging the Suez Hussem was opening tnimog camps 
across the oountiy. ‘Tram the moment 1 tmew about the na- 
tionalisation decirion, 1 knew we had to get (he popular army in 
good shiqie. Nasser me to be the chief of that army which 


‘We 

will 

fight! 





The parties to the tripartite aggression made many miscalculations. Their 
greatest blunder, however, was to believe that the Egyptian people would 
surrender in terror. Tens of thousands carried arms and a guerrilla war was 
launched against the invading forces. Kamaleddin Hussein, the then-chief of 
the civilian-based People’s Liberation Army, recalls the heady days of Suez 


He was very concerned, but when he saw the camp 

and sensed lito spirh of the people who wens wlld^ 

fidtt tin the last bullet be felt much bettet Hussem 
Sd. Everyone was dimting. “We wifl We wH 

The People's Ubetation Army was dmaea mto 

units, of whidh was headed Ity SB officer finn tim 

anned forces, Hussdn esplained. “It was an of 
civilians, but we bad to have office for tR^mgjiDd 
command. Bat it was not v^ stzict hecad^ kiiew 
that this army was not used to die toogti disopline ef 
an anned ftrees,” he said 

la &ct, life went on as normal for most of the vol- 
unteers. **You woidd see a civil servaid eyeing firm 
w o rk to his training c amp with a gun on lus dmalder, 
a running fiom sdiool to fetoh his gan for 

tramm& or a vegetable meitiiant attn^ widiJiis gun 
on his stool,’' Hussem xecaUed ‘Teopk befieved ifatt 
tbe forces of aggressami would have to. go pyex Ae 
bodies of each and evety one of them to cbn^lete'lte 
occupation.” 

During that time, a millJm gim and subniiadiine 
gim. were distributed to help civfiians take luailfis 
into their own ****»^» Smnming over one tenth. of 
ihwtfi (around 150,000 pieces) were effect^ how^ 
ever, and most of diese went to .the coastal city of Feet 
Said where ferocious fighting took place starting 3 No- 
vember 1S>56. 

"The large number of civilians that vo hin tee r ed for 
recruitment and dto ipixit with wdricb they tooght dm 
battle against die aggressors is evideoc^ tfatf the peo- 
ole, at large, s up ported toe natiooaHaarion of toe Snez 
Fbelieved they had a bottle to fight*** Hissem 


was to work in coordniatioa wito toe anned farces," be said 
"We had mmiDg camps to all govemorates. In every public 
square we had a shooting rsnge for ttaiahig. In Alexandria, aJoog 
the men and women were leemmg how to fire arms,” 

Husseins^ 

Nasser fully si^qiotted a strong popular front As historians tell 
it, he wanted the petite and toe anny to be one solid firmt in toe 
fece of aggressioiL "I made a point of arranging trips for Nasser 


to toe different camps . It really meant a lot to toe people wlm 
were putting their lives on toe line to see Nasser inspecting their 
aad KTVmg to them It W&S a big morale bocA for every- 
one," be recalled 

And just as Nasser boosted toe morale of toe People's Libera- 
tion Amy, toe performance, confidence and altitude of toe army 
lifted the spiiit of Nasser and his soiior anny officials. "As the 
war drew near, Nasser went to to inspect a camp there. 


Guns and songs 


(n Suez, the songs of war tuned up the unit of a nation, 
recalls freedom fighter and lyricist Mohamed Ghazali 


"Now is tbe time, my p^te. 

Let our guns do the talking; 

Into the heart of Sinai let our fitting go. 

And for tii^ year, let the prayers of war be our call.” 

These words, and many more verses were penned by 
Mohamed Ghazali, better knows as Captaia Ghazali 
as the clouds of war gathered over Suez in 1956. Orig- 
inally a onpe^er, Gb^i» foug^ with toe guerrilla fac- 
tions against the British occtqjatioo forces imtil thdr 
departure in June 1956. 

Now in his earty 70s, the soi^writer and freedom 
fighter bag ma^ sad memories about the efiects of 
foreign occiqmtion. 

"I am a political activist 1 particqtated in every war 


The network 

A clandestine network of 
fishermen and civilians provided 
secret service workers with the 
cover they needed in Port Satd, 
remembers intelligence officer, 
Samir Ghanem 


For Samir Ghane^ iotelligenK officer, 
tbe task of collecting infbimanon about the 
tripartite forces and launching attacks 
a g^mat toe invados'’ bases and anma 
supplies would bsve been ettremely 
difficult had it not been for toe local 
fishemten of Port Said 

"1 stin remember ytooR Mousta^toe 
firtiennea vrtio took me and assistant 
on his boat, gave me one of his outfits to 
conceal my identity and a basket fiill of 
to hide my walkie-talkie,” rementoered 
Gfaaiem. *lt was a big risk, but he tod it 
out of love frir his country”. 

Some men fiom toe ra^ of the British 
and French forces also cooperated whh toe 
resistaoce, according to Glunem. "We had 
Egyptian, Greek and Italian agents who 
coDected infbimatimi for us ^boot toe 
armament plans oftiie British 
French frwee^ but we had to dqrend on 
go-betweens to get us this information 
because h woiild not have been wise to 
expose tile members of the team." he said 

And it was not only the fishermen who 
s u pported the intell^eiice team in Port 
Sa^ "The residents, too, were 
stgiportive;" Ghanem recalled Civilians 
pzenided hiding places, fbod and care for 
Ghanem and ms men. 

When toe British finally left, intslligenM 
agents, fisbermeii all fiiose involt^ in 

the pt^Milar resistance blew up the famous 
statue of French diplomat De Lesseps 
using eipiosives. 

De Lessen had come to be regarded os a 
symbol oftbreign dominion of the Suez 
Canal. It was be wbo got tite concession to 
build the catnl in the 1850s. Until Gamel 
Abdel-Nasser oatimndised the waterway in 
July 19S6,ithadbeenrunbyaPaiis-bMed 
Anglo-French company which held most 
of toe shares. 


from 1948 to 1973. But my paitidpation was never 
confined to simply up the struggle. Patriotic 

songs had a big role to play dirag war time,” he said 
Ghazali wrote lyrics, which were sung to the music 
of toe semsemfyv (a crude homemade guitar), by all toe 
guerrilla forces a^ local dtizens of Suez. He likened 
tbe impact of tiiese songs to the force of bombs and 

gitiK, 

These songs, he said, "^kept people's morale up. They 
were about how important it was for us to stand strong 
in the Sue of aggnasden. oar ri^ to defend our coun- 
try. They encouraged people to fight and told them it 
was bettm to die i^eneato a dty completely bombed 
out tty toe enemy than live under occupation.” 

The 1956 war was especially tough, Ghazali re- 


called: "The real fighting hqtpened in Port Said In 
Suez there were no paratroopers or serious bombing, 
but we knew that Sinai was ocetpied and we feared 
that toe Israelis mi^t cross toe canal and occupy 
Suez.” 

So, during that time, according to Ghazali, one of the 
major tasks of toe guerrillas in Suez was to make sure 
that no frogmen sneaked ashore. "It was not an easy 
task. It meant that we had to stay awake all nighL 
Some of ns had to keep jusping in tbe water and 
seareb for any tieraassers," be said 
And all along, lu songs were sung by the guerrillas. 
"We sang them to cheer onnelves ip a^ to drown our 
worries, fears and exhaustion,” Gha^ recalled 
Meanwhfle, the state had opened its training camps 


for men and women volunteers. According to Gfaa- 
»ali, who is as a hero in all of Suez, "It 

was an e.Tceptional time, even before the war start- 
ed Traditionally, Suez was a consexvative city. 
Women did not work outside the home. But some- 
how, that particular war made things different and 
women seated to come out Side by side wito men 
they took part in toe guenilla training, smgmg pa- 
triotic songs and also cooking and disttibuting 
meals.” 

(Stazali described the guemllas as tbe Eg)ptiaD 
army's strategic line of defence: "And when the 
war ended and toe aggressors went back after their 
defeat we all sang togetoer, to toe strains of sem- 
saneya, songs for Eg^” 


Forty years after Suez, Homein, now an eldeity man, qteaks 
wito tte passion of yootfa, "Hus b^e was a rfiallCTge to our nar 
tiona] win. This is ^y we woil” 

It was this sense of defiance, Hussem insists, that led Nasserto 
say that be would tsOkt commit suicide thm suireoder when 
some members of the Revohitian Cornmand Council suggested 
toai he should give himgrff ip to toe Btitidi Embassy "to save- 
Egypt from toe diffffffff of a war wito France, Britain and Isiad”. 


Brutality 

unforgotten 

Four decades on, three 
vtromen of Port Said recall 
the devastation of their city ' ‘ 

"We saw hoirais” is die unanimous 
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A hero of Suez 
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OtoBm 0clO ieit Ua S 3 «s in Ike ba^ to 
deTead Us BnBw?rfread MiiL ^foaft^pxlce.to 
pay,* he c u a timia to.iiarisl^-rarty yeufMer;*' ■ 
Ghaali (ttp.laftX«aBpoeed wnpribr tie: 
guerrilla war,'and biMDSBex,aim^gtod anns 
aBdammaakluB tothefreedwj&tote^lriPakt 
Said. MadBob and Hantya 
tove Brt f o rgpttan'firelioiTbrs ofSerngin a city 
bratalbad by Invadii^'lbrcas 


Forty years ago, Mohamed Mahran Othman fearlessly withstood the brutality of Imperi- 
afism. From the Port Said Military Museum, where he works as a curator, he tel/s his story 


"The Britirti took awsty nty eyes wfaOe 1 was defooding oty 
country ^ing tbe isi% war. Thty told me, ‘We are going 
to take away your tyes so toat you would be an example for 

"Bid when Gamal ^S^-Nasser came Do 

visttmeattoefaoqpitalliBtoldme: ‘They were wrong. When 
tb^ took, away your eyes they made you a tymbol of tte 


*7 was not alone in d eft n diu g my ooun&y. There was an 
entire army of civilian gueniDas bm we were an willing to 
die for our countiy. I was gteady honoured to head one of 
toese foctk»s. Our missioa was to defiaid toe Poet Said air- 
poto toe nortoem-westem road of toe city, and El-GamO 
wUdi foiked Port Said to Danuetta. 

"So we moved to EI-Gamil [10 kflomeoes west of Port 
SakQ airi staited ttajning on the gioiaid of vrtiat of was ex- 
pected to be toe batrie scene. Tiamisg until 29 

October 1956, w^ isiad attacked Sam. *nKD came toe 
Britisb-Fiendi ultimatum ediidi gave Israel the right to oc- 
opy most r^Stoai a^ demasded dat Egypt give ip toe 
Suez Canal area. 

‘Sue when Egypt Rfuaxl, Britirii and Fxendi foices to- 
locktofify bombed Peat Sakl sever^ dami^ing the city. 

"On 5 November 1 was on toe firmt in El-Gamil wito my 
group. We saw toe pat atix xyas of tbe aggressor lancfing 
mere. We attacked and killed several of them. Tta toe se- 
rious figfatii^ started between dto For Sski gueiT^ 
toeaggitosarfarces. 

"Deqrite tbe enormous courage shown by the guer- 
rillas in the battle, tbe aggressors managed to move 


very close to toe aoport. 

*1 was hiding in a tieodi wito anotoer guenilla. \rtiose 
DantowasZakaKyaAfatnedltoUbimtoiDtoQsfytibdioot- 
ing because deato ws drawing near. Zakarya derided 10 run 
to his death. He left toe traicfa and gn gagerf jn foce4(^tooe 
figjttiag with toe aggressors. Zakarya was lolled. 1 tfarew 
h^ grenades on toe aggressors and ritoher in an- 
otber treodi from where I kept shooting. But they sur- 
rounded toe trench and a bulte paaed my bead. 1 lost cow- 
srioosness. 

“Wbm I regained consciousness I found that They had ac- 
tually ocopied the area. I could not fiice ft. 1 wished I had 
died befese seems toat mnmeiiL 

*T was suEtoimdBd by abom 20 British soldiers. They woe 
sttmg diinkix^ and naking fun of Die. 1 ask^ them to stop 
and give me a drink of water. But to^ refased They told 
‘Nasser tod not bong any water for you.’ 1 relied, 
‘Nasscrdoesnmhavetobcrnginewaterbeiausetoeio is wa- 
ter to drink everywhere in my country.* But tbey stQl re- 
fused. 

“Then toey started swearn^ at me and at my countiy. I 
ariced them to stop but tbty di£'t 

“1 was taken to toe Port Said anport vtoere 1 was inter- 
rogatedlty&ititoaoklieis.’ntoyadcedmefodetailedin- 
fonnatioD about toe gueirillas' cells and activities. B« 1 re- 
fused to axBwer aity of tiieir questioos. TIk British 
iin«st%3tor toreacened toat i did not oiswer toeir ques- 
tions! wouldbe severe^ pumrimd. 

"The investigator told me 1 would pay the price. He said 
that (HiB of toe British soltom 1 wounded in battle was blind- 


od ad tbtt they ivere going to pidl Old oty eyes so toot sri- 
dier could see. 

‘Tbeo they flew me so Cyprus where I was taken to tbe 
Royal Batata HosphaL 

"The British doctor who was supposed to operate on me, 
trid ore t^ he was willing to remove only one of my tyes if 
1 \ratild cooperate by giving recorded aoswera to questioos. 

‘^ut when be put toe tape records before me, I said, T am 
praying far God to oui leader in Egypt to keep cm fight- 

ing' Tbe doctor let me oo the fix-* and I was taken lo (be op- 

dating rtxsiL 

"That was tire last dty I ew saw Bityibix^ 

"After tile operation they flew me back to Egypt where I 
was tilrea to an Egyptian bopitai aad surrounded with 
much care and 1 ovtt 

"J never r^retted what 1 did llity torir oway my 
eyes bat failed to shake my patriottstn. 

"I was always wiilisg to sacrifice anything for my 
countiy. ,, 

"I was bom in tbe Arab District, in Port Said, on 6 Scp> 
mmber 1938, At tii^ time the British were ocopying our 
couittry. As a child I witnessed tite widosd bdarioiff of the 
R ritiA finiriia s towords Egyptians. It was realty painful to 
seewhattbesesoldieis cBd to us. 

"As a gtiuVnr in Al-Asfoud Private SdiOPl, I joined 
guorriOas wbo were woddog agahst the ocoitynig British 
fofc^ It was (he yesr J^l, year before tbe July Jlev- 

ohitioa We would li^ cotton 1^ soaked in petrol and 

throw thtt CD Britoh can^ 

"After attack, tbe British sokhcra would comb tbe 


city in scarrii of tfaepGspetratoia. 

"At tbe time of July Revolution, 1 was atnvwr 14. 
yeai»old and completety preoccupied with the interests 
of my country. 1 was very happy when the news of toe 
revolution brrire. 

'Hbe British foices completed withdrawal fiom Egypt 
in June 1956. We ail celebrated independence when 
Nasrercame to Port Said and replaced the British 

which had desecrated our soil and air ^ 74 years 

wito the Egyptian frag. We were ebeering and rhawrmQ 
*God is great!’ 

"After tbe trqraitite aggression ended, Nasser paid me 
another visit to thank me for what 1 did ^ my country . 
"And while 1 was in the hoqMtal 1 met my wife, who 

was a young woman from Port Said. She to give 

me one of her eyes to brip me see again. Wc were 

blessed wito two daugbicis; one is a doctor and the Other 

is SI interior derigner. 

"About a year after the war ended, I heard that the Brit- 

tsb soldier who got my coitiea committed suicide bis 

cause bis wife left him after she dtscoveied toe tiudi. 

"The only news (bat I wish 10 hear is God's re- 
venge on tiie bnttal doctor who took awty oty tycs. Bui, 

if I don't, it is all ri^t because 1 saaific^ nty eyes fm 
my countiy. And that was such a cheap price to pay for 
freedom." 

Supplement edited by 

Hani Shukrallah 


Al^ three Port Said women in 
tfaeg late 60s, iqwp mention of tire. 
tripartite aggression and tire 
occupation of ifaeir coastal city by 
the British and Ftencb troops in 
1956. 

At that time, the toree were 
^fibutoands 

all of a sudden everythh^ turned 
into a rn g htini M B, " nud Madflia. “If 
I lived for a million years, 1 wSl 
iievcT fbr;^ toe hoixDis (tf toat 
tme. I wffi never fix^ toe British 
soldiers who stonued into our 
■.■bouseatiii^BDdairestedevesy,j- 

mim in Hw. fimril y jnnhMHng thft 

young boys." ^ . 

an unmig talrahiR ktOlCOf 

sadness in her eyes, fi'fadxha 
rememberod the "faauiaUty of toe 
British soldieis” otoo did not allow 
her hatoand to pat on a warm 
sweater and tbreed her young son 
to wate up and go wito them. ’ 
was such a shock for my young 
boy to open his eyes and see men 
wito their guns pointed at faun and 
bis fether," she said. 

Sbe added, ‘They told ns it 
would only take a ^ bouts, but 
dtys passed before tbe young boys 
came back: bonre to toea families 
with word that tile mm woe to be 
kept in the custody of flie British." 

Men and boys were rounded up 
in an stta^ to stem die popular 
armed resistance and acts of 
sabotage agamst tbe invasion 
fbroes. The prisooera would be 
herded 200 to a room and denied 
fbod for days. Pen Saidis recall. *1. 
clearly renieinber my fansband 
telling me that tile British soldieis 
would sit arid eat their canned fruhs 
and when they finwdiarf tfaty would 
throw toe enqity eans at our men," 
Madihasaid. 

Accratiing to bodi Aliys and 
Madiha, ana the British aoidyra - 
left, tbe French soldiers came for 
anothe r roond. And by toe time the 
searches ended the bouses were in 
complete chaos. "It did not look 
like the nice house I used to live m ! 
at all,” said Madiha. 

But tiiat was the least of anyone's 
worries because the city was being 
bomba r ded. El-Raswa Bridge, 
wfakb linked tbe city to die 
highways, was bombed and Rwi i i e 
districts were completely 
desttoyed. 

"It was real destruction all over," 
said Haniya. "1 remember at the 
time 1 was eight months 3 nepiant 
and food was short, so tbe young 
boys in the family used to go down - 
the streets hunting for ehirif*py ihat 
escaped their ben houses," riie 
added. 

And the streets were dotted with - 
tile botoes of Egyptian men 
were gunned down by British and 
French soldieis. "On every street, 
tiim were so many bodies. The 
Britito and French soldiecs foi bw tR 
families fiom removing tbe bodies 
of tiieir kiOed lansmea," said 
Aliya. "But I remember there was a 
big guy, called Mobamed JBl-Nfaim, 

who used to sneak at ni^ and gtt 

tree branches to cover the b odies 
He was such a hero, but tbe British 
killed him,” she added. 

FtoaUy, the population Imd 
to evacuate: “Tbe govemment got 
busre and large tnmks for people to 
load their stnflf aad leave toe^. It 

was all so pamfiil. Evesybocty, pv” 
and women, were in tears. We left 
and we did not know whea os if we 
would come bade,” said MwWia 
And when tbey came ba^ the 
aty looked completely difierenL 
Hamya recalled, "It was tire city we 
lived and grew up in. Ahhoi^ 

much of iu beauty was destroyed, 
n didn’t really matter because wc 
knew tint the British and French 
»v«B gone forever.” 






the GEHM^ Chamber of Commerce held a bualne» lunch 
?mn ^ *^-***y Sheraton. Attendees disciMsecf the 
POfstomgr of Mta^ng an Egypttan-Geiman businesmn'e' 
the lunc^ were Nawal Tatawf.-min^r 
« econcm^ Mueeein Kamel, minister of education as weK as 
cabinet ntinister. Graduates of the Ger> 
SrtKXJi m Cairo wffi form ttie association, almed'at boost- 
^QEgyptoivGerijw ties. Economto conferences and worfc- 
snope will be held to expand bu^nessmen’s knowledge of - 
management •. 
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Microsoft 

tr aining 

programmes 


Preparations underway 
for the economic conference 


AK Co recenbyld^ed the latest ti^hg centre far 

Microeoft programmes siich as WlTKtoire '95, Wndows 1^^ 
Microsoft Office. State-oMhe-art technology can be found in the 
centre. Every trainee has hs cwm terminal to train on. drainers 
areauthorlsed by Mtcrosoft Co. The trtoning schedule is very • 
flexible with training hours given In morning affo at nfaht, every 
day except F/fctay. . “ / 


National Investme^ 

I Nslionai D«iielopiiieiit I 
BondsinUS$ 

. Guai^eed Investment 
Easy tenn financing lor your projects 

Can be sold at any time, |b H!m 
and exchanged in US$ 

^rthel^hSt y^ 

Subscribe now f 
. in the Centura! Bank 
and other banks 

Buym of Oei laee 

wQI recewe ^ ipteipest 


The three-ctey economic conference which 
is scheduled to begin on 12 November wOl 
witness the participation of about 80 couiv 
tries that are expected to participate on the 
miriisterial level. 

- Ambassador Raouf Saad, assistant for- 
minister for economic cooperatkm, 
stated that the 'ministry -h^ gocre through 
with an the required procedures related to 
the conference. The conference wUi be an 
occ^ion for each partMpant to explain its 
it can be the il^ opportun?^ for 
Etofot to further stabffise Its economy during 
ils time of ecommic transformation. 

The Fbrelgn Ministry has bem co- 
ordfoating with all parties concerned in or^ 
der to not have to tece sudden obstacles. 


Saad also noted that the conference wffl in- 
clude expanded sessions and worksfX)ps 
which will present an cwerview of the confer- 
ence tofrics. . 

The opening session which bears the 
name ‘Pmcs and Economic Devek^Nnenf 
is among the five sessions that wiH cSscuss 
means of improving eoonomies, regional 
banking system as w^l as privatisation, 
small and mecfium-scale proje^. On ttte 
Adelines of the conference are cflrect meet- 
ings arriong bu^esemen and repre- 
sentatives of Egypflw and European com- 
panies. This will open the gate for canying 
out transactions and wiH e]q>and the volume 
of knowledge for participants and busfoess- 
msn on each other, Saad stated. 


NBE and universal banking 


Ji^hanced'^Busiae^ 
^£ica^m Center 
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Tl^ NATIONAL Bank of ^ypt (NBE), Egypt’s 
premier tinandd insttiution 'for 98 years, has 
been a ^ performer in inspiifting economic ds: 
velopmenL 

NBE ranks top of Egyptem banks by figures, as 
the total baianee sheet at tee end of 1996 ao- 
counted for LE54.2 bfflon. Deposits scored a 
grewte rate ofil8 per cent tiius amounting to 
LE39.3 bifion, while loans and* investments 
raacteed LE29 billion. • • 

Id line.wite the emeigenca of trade groupings 
around the world, NBE has moved dedsively 
towards the transition to universal bankir^ with 
a view to ke^iihg abroad tea-rapid chang- 
es taking place at tee domestic and inter- 
national levels. NK has been exerting ma|or 
efforts to spur on the prwatteation process and 
tee money market wt^ corrtteue to look more 
prcMTusteg. 

In facL NBE spearheads the Egyptian banking 
: system in privEdidng jcfot and affiBaled banks. 

I The bank recently soM its share of equity par- 
tid^tation in GIB, an unprecedented attempt to ' 
privatise a bartic 

inured by a diaflenging qilrit and an un- 
yidding destre to tx>ost the Egyptian capkal mar- 
ket, has l^ed 50 per cent of Hs stake in CIB 

(antountirig.to 20 percent of CIS’s tdal shares) 
m tiie LbndQtY sicx^K.BKhaige in the form of 
GDRs valued at $120 m'rilkm. It is sufiident to 
say that the London Stock Exchange was cho- 
sen thartics to tis longslanding I n terrMtio na i stat- 
us and for being the mdn prrxnoter of GDRs. 
Such an unprecedented- stiide has had podtive 
repercussions as it reflects the soundness and 
repute of Egyptian fin^xad institu^ 

The bank has also co<xdInated with other 
banks to offer a stake of the Sue^Cement Co, 
valued ait $90 to $110 mUion, in tee form of 
GDRs and is to tire process of. offering anoth^ 
quota of Us sldce to the CIB in tee London Stock 
Exchanga 

Moraover. NBE is ptadng err^hasis on ex- 
tondng norHrac^onal bartidi^ services to Egypt 
viaaftifiatedcornpaniescovertog the Adds of cot- 
ton, tourism, red estate development, capital 


venture brokerage, leasing and insurarxte ser- 
vices, to addition to financing corrsumer pro- 
grammes. 

In line the bank's strategic objectives, 
NBE has given special momentajm to finandng 
tofrastnicture projects, mainly power stations, 
teiecommunicEdo^ water stations arxf roads. 
Sucte projects are capdte of aHurtng in- 
vestments and preparing a suHabla cSmate for 
the private sector. It is woite noting teat NBE 
partteipates in 150 projects amounting to LEI 76 
bfflion, In addtion to managing syndicated loans 
and estabflshing domestic as we& as jotot mu- 
tual funds. 

As ter as the intemational marketing arena is 
concerned, NBE adopts a comprehensive ex- 
port orieitied progremme through fostering the 
e^tooit of raw materiais and intermecSate goods 
on bdialf of exporters, in addition to extending 
tedVties to buysis of Egyptian exports, dxnil- 
derifig credit risks, covering the risks of ex- 
change rates and Interest fluctuation and inquiry 
about fordgn Importers, the baitic also extends 
Anandal mtermecfiary services, dtecounting and 
finandng sNpment and tranqxirtafion. It cHd 
well to ptopotot that N% finances about 30 per 
cent of Eg^s forei^ trade 
NBE has also maintained its presence in the 
inteinatkxrai arena through the National Bank of 
Egypt international Ud, London, the repre- 
sentative office in Johanne^urg, beddes its ex-' 
tensive netwcMk of 1300 correspondenls worid- 
wide. 

Such concerted efforts has placed NBE at the 
forefront of tire Egyptian banking system and 
qualrffed it to rard( ha 246 among the best 1000 
banks worldwide according to TTie Banter’s re- 
port for July 1995 - 

National Bank of Egypt Tower 
1 187 Comictie Ei-NB, Cairo 
P.o:Box 11611 Cairo 
TeL 5749101 
Intern^ 

hopy/www.nalbari^^ 

8-md — nbeOkfeagov.eg 


$500mn au thor is ed 


$ lOOmo iseiied and 

pakf-m capftai 


Faml Islamic Bank of Egypt 
■.■S.A.E., 
Adiiiouncement. 

Faisal Bank’s head office 

in Asriut goveniorx^ vdll be located 
at the new quaiier of the bank 
in Youssri.Ra^eb street 

Tel: 336006-337261 
343312-343313 
. Fax: 333739 


ConKnxcHor 
' Eng. .. 
EawziZawbaa 



BepdQfiee and Cedro hnsuft.’ 1 113 Cmmch m NU St., Cairo 
-Td;5753l(W5753I65/5750947/777148 
fiwHicfces.- . ■ . 
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MISR TRAVEL 

YOUR GUIDE IN EGYPT 

Since 1934 

MISR TRAVEL fhe suitabte name for EgypL 
Once you remember our name, you wont have to 
worry ar^ longer about your trip to. Egypt. 

• We provide aH your travelling needs for 
business or leisure... 

conferences... 
romance and relaxing 

• Nile crusies (floating hotels) 

• Packages to explore Upper Egypt 

• Floating restaurants (Onyx, Topaz, Opal & 
Turquoise) 

• Professional multiirngual guides 

• Comfortable accomodations 

• Complete travel reservatkxis 

• 450 plush touring vehicles 

• Groups or individuals 

• Si^tsewig in Cairo 

• DMng trips at Magavrish 

• A resort on tl;ie Red Sea. 

• Furnished flats in Cairo and Alexandria 

... need we say more? 


HEADOFRCE 

1 Talaat Harb P.O. Box 1000 Cairo, Egypt 
tei; 3930010/0077 
Talex: 20771 or 22777 UN 
Fax; 3924440 


> NewYbrk-1 212 2478142 Rome -39 B 4680522 
’ tendon -44171 2 55 1089 Frankiurt-4860aB1507 
*^PaiiB-3S-1-4S88738 Slockhokn-4668653297 

TokyD-81 332392242 Sydney -61 22679351 
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Corolla delivers quality 

TOYOTA Gorolfe has won fans in 130 countries for some good 
reasons. Stytfng CcxnforL Perfonuance. And flawless quality. 

Corolla has everything you want in a fine sedan. Corofla qual- 
ity Includes an extra ma^n of safety and control from the pre- 
cise steering and advanced brake system. A body of hJgh- 
tensile steel, computer analyzed and reinforced for added safe- 
ty. It even has side beams in every door. 

Choose a *96 Toyota Corolla and youH step up to a whole 
new level of automotive excellence. 



Banque du Caire 


welcomes 
delegates to tee 
,^onoimc:i9Dnfcj^)gfe;C 

f -• . • 

.■SV^ i -Z^L. 







ratiM 


an qitedu Caire^s rangg { 

Bi^g and selling fpreign cimeric^, 


- Visa and Mastercard disbursement 

- Providing financial consultations 


(Banque du Caire.., O^our^CiaSCe ConsuCtant 








GSE 




Within the framework of national projects, 
ImportEint issues to President 

Mohamed Hosni Mubarak 

for the sake of the Egyptian environment and the welfare 
of the Egyptian people, 

HYMA/GSE Lining Technoio^ Co. 

was formed between two of ttte latest companies in this field, 

HYMA Plastic — HYMA Foam of Egypt 

and 

GSE Lining Technoiogy inc of USA 

The company produces lining and insulation sheets made 
of high-density pofyethylene HOPE according to American 
st^dard specifications at its factory in Abu Rawash, Giza, with 
100 per cent Egyptian labour. 

The thidcness of fhe sheets ranges from 400 microns to 5mm. 

Such products are in great dem^d by deveioping 
countries seeldng fo protect foe environment, and can be used to 
line and protect canals, artificial lakes, oxidation ponds for sewage > 
treatment plants, tunnels, water ducts, surface ^d ground tanks 
and foundations in order to combat foe dangerous effects of 
underground water, rains and floods. 

The company can supply and quantity of the product and 
can supervise its installation at any site. 

For more information, contact Dr« Mohamed Ayoub, 
the general manager, at the following address: 

j HYMA/GSE Lining Technology Co. 

<: 21 Hadaeq El ObouT , Salah Salem St., 

» Nasr City , Cairo , Egypt . 

r- Tel. : 401 39 49 - Fax : 402 86 84 
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The buck stops here 

are hi£]i that die up -oomn^ Cairo eoaHam coa&nace 
win yield taj^fiile results in temis of expanding regional ec- 
onomfc cooperation. fiom around & wodd wiU, 

during die tiueo^y conference, meet, discoss various business 
propMals and se^to make new in4(^ mto regioiBl madaets 
that to date have not been utlised to ofiacity. 

Among the delegations attoMtiwg is diat of Israel, wfaidi, like 
its other resiooal and intematiftitM cocn tei p a rts, is intent on 
putting its best foot for war d. In li^ of reoent political tenaons 
and the stalled peace process, this be no easy task The 
Hebron teHcs are deadlociked — dns time craceiniog die 
i^ht of hoc ptnsiat The bonJeis stiU remain dosed to many 
Fakstinians in die Oecqned TenHories. In sbort tenqwrs are 
nnnnng high and fuses, qnte ahoil i 

In cases uke dns, poti^ and econmnica aie rardy drvoiced ! 
fimn one anther. Since dection last May, Isiaeli Pdac 
Minister Binyamm Netmyabu has iqieatedly asserted diat se- 
cority must come befbie peace. UpfoitiniatBly, leafity of the 

sitnation is diat pea^ must precede security, in order to ensure 
iL And only can foU-dedged economic ooopCTdion be 
punned. A handshdK between buanessmen, or die signing of a 
lucrative contract is no vdieie near enough to n^te the feefing 
of betrayal and fiostration resuhiiig fiom months of Isiaeli po- 
titical istiansigenoe and nay-sayn^ 

In the eyes of Egypt and the rest of die Arab world, dns con- 
ference is merely an opportunity to fiinfaer develop busmess 
contacts and es&lish new p rojects, and should not be viewed 
by Israd as a levex^ing tool fbr the attempted establishment of 
a legio^ economic hegemmiy. 

If Israel is as eager as h would have the world believe, that it 
would be a partner hi the gioanDg regional economy, then h 
must first be wilUng to «n« up — by folfillhm its previous 
egreemoits, moving unconditiottally ahead with die peaw pro- 
cess, and not attempting m rqilace the land-for-peace pdncqile 
for one that espouses marioets-for-peace. No contract drawn up 
dming this or any other economic conference will be able to 
w^ the slate clean of all the blood over foe years. 
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Diversity and growth 


raim^s MENA ffl oonfeienee. foie to opea on 12 m.u me 

Noveaiba^ follows simflar events in Ots a hlanca |q|f^|||||| NdflG 
airi Amman. Yrf it has been iHCceded by a debate 

of nn preoedemedmtensiQr.mmudisonrtatope eXaiDinOS 801116 Of 
point thew were dorfrtswhdher it would be con- ..... ..i 

^ re sari least inttflsufo time as the DrOjeCtS that Will 

goveenment made dear its seriousness m nn^e- , , . 

ffiartiBg a^smmmts IsrstS had aheadv made with PfOpOSeO 3t 

Doubts 'wGxe raised over foe potential beo- MENA III and finds 

c&s sudi an event could possibly hold for Egypt ... . . ^ 

andtfaeiestoftiie Anbwt^-somei^wfddiare tltSt tn6y drS tSIiOrSC! 

uackretandaUe ^ves the prevalence of foe febe x x i, c ret* 
fm pmsrinn that laarf in Ifae fecal poim of teeioml tO l3K6 

confidently into the 




Aid>paitiqs. 

Doubts were raised over the potential ben- 

efits sudi an event could possibly hold for Egypt 
andtherestofthe Aiab worid,^ome of which are 


<wi>tfwmR flficyffBtionanditsmamaaar. 

But foe feet is thre brad, however it peioeives 
HseIC is one paftidpeDt aomqg many, B is 
iM differ^ than foe ofog partidpante — Jeudan. 
Falestiae, Bgyp^ Morocco and Timgia — and 
shonld treared as such. The legioa oou^i^ 
many parties perfei^ cqjaUe of baetadiag 
amnng tfaeoaawos, indqwndent of Israeli par^ 
tigpuriflo. 

It is importan t, foen, that ground rules be set fix 
sudi c o o p e rati on r^nfleas of whetiier Igsad is 
involved or not, a pome the ^yptian fixdgn nm- 
ister iMded^ at foe Amman cot tfi sreooe . 

*lf Israel nnwnp ia (o excecd its role,*' he stated, 
**tiiat woidd be a mbtake in Arab teoiis and foe 
qwDse should be to raise tile level of cooidinatioa 
between the active Arab partners, it is tbe de- 
patiure fiom fins coordm a tion that is most dia- 
fnrtwng ” 

Egypt has wofoed hard to sthnubtfe inter-Afab 
eoQDomie cooperatioD, and wSI c an t hm e (d do so. 
In^ed MQiA IE is likely to mhartre foig pre^ 
cess, tiiougb one must alw^ bear in mmd thri it 
has never purported to be more foan 30 econonue 
confereoce, attended by ofiScbl and oon-ofiSdal 
paiticipaots, the hiwififffis community, the putdic 
and private sectors and n u roerooa mtemational 
companies fiom witinn the T^on and abroad. 

As such foe con fe rence preaents Egypt with a 


next century 



tcchoolosies. md tten&re taw 
offbeneBts in tenns 

fiastnicture projects fonn a s®“OTd^is ot m^ 
esL In fids area Egypt has proposed 14 couh 
Q mniagmns aod tran^oftatioo pngecB wafo m 
estimated $2.9 bflliofi, focusing 
veknnire road and tianmoxfation laua wife omer 

Nam Afiicm countries W also invoh^ 


unique /ypn wimt ty m (hsw tbe of foe iiF- 

coannmity to the r eena i kahle 
p rogress already achieved in economic lefbcn, 
pn^ass tim hre p repared tbe ground for future 
growth. 

The Egypt will gihmit m foe conier- 

ence sheas foe feet that ervhmng r^iona! coop- 
etatioa iriH be possible ou^ once comict is eaid- 
ed, and in order to realise sufo eoopecatioa Egypt 
is puraurag a caz^sefaraisive strawy, one etemeot 
of wind! is tbe {wmant of potitieal striiQity; re- 
<pTfitig a comprehenSTve frwwmla mehidmg foe 
creatioa of an md^Teodeot Faiesdnian «*»>«». com- 
plete Inaeli withdrawal fiom occtq>ied Ldianese 
mti Sytim lands snii the conchisoti of agra^ 
menis that 9^ guarantee security to aH Egypt 
a i hi ni tfrirf a doClODBDt tO foe Amman COOfeTBOCe 
fost several lant piiucipics m this 

regar d, not least that h a bmeed co iu p i eb e n ai ve de- 
velo pm e n i and ecoocoric parity were vital to tbe 
regkre. 

Takmg the Amman dnenmaii as a 
Egypt ha* riready partic^iated in fosnulating a 


number of new mechanisms to uganise foe pro- 
cess of economic coopemioa in foe region. These 
include new r^jooal institutiais such as foe Mid- 
dle Bank, the Oiganisation of Tourism and 
foeOiganisaitioQOfBusmeremea It has also iba- 
tesed numerous jmnt picgects in the commetcial 
and financial spbines. 

The Egyptian g oven na ent submitted 85 project s 
worth m estimated $23 bfllios to the AnzEQBD con- 
ference. At foe Cairo conference fewer proposals 
will be sufanitted — 52 projects vrarfo $16 biSioiL 
This leductirai constitutes an attenqrt to give more 
space fisr the private sector to p A fiKwaid projecte 
funhering the devdopment of die Egyptian econ- 
omy. Pretimhiaiy repoite suggest that the strategy 
has been sucoeasfij] with the private sector sub- 
mitting 62 tnfojstrial projects with a total in- 
vestment of S9.8 bniion, 18 pioj^ for tourist de- 
velopment with B total investmeiit of over $8 
bflli^ ea^ savice sector projects, four ag- 
riculiuial. Biergy and houstog projects and tfaiw 
tnarme prqeos. 

The t^ority of these projects involve advanced 


gradms of domestic tiaii^iortaw® neiwwai^ 
Fjimw pfqjeets include establishag m decty 
fty link between Egypt and Jonta^ wifo snnito 
projects consadatd fif Norm ^ca, tte 

McifiteiiBnean baon and tite couBhies « “riOuf 
CboperationCounciL ft has also been decided to 
itajahiiA t. giant dflftJlOO kilowatt power aatiflp at 
AI-Nubatiya. . , . . , 

Proposed agricultural projects anxi both st lOr 
creasing die productivity of land abtady tia te 
cultivation fehi^ag new lands under 

piniig h, and include the estabBshment of a Caro 
i petititfe of gsnetie engineering. - The m^ae- 


pientatimi of tile ptoposcd agricultural proj^ 
should see Egypt make tremmdous leaps m foe 
field of biotechnology, a key “ 
devriepnent; produce diveiaficatkni and |Xd- 
ductivity are to be faupruved. 


MENA III and peace 

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses the rationale of the economic conference, 
to be held in Cairo next week at a time the peace process is completely stalled 


Now fore BiU Clinton has been re- 
elected to a second — and last — 
tenn in office, h is to be hoped foat 
his Mideast policy 

will Dot continue to be shap^ by 
foe need to win foe Jewish vote, 
and tiire a more balanced qipioaeh 
could create more fevouiabfe coo- 
ditions for overoaming tiie severe 
crisis in which foe peace process 
has been plunged since Netanyahu 
came to power. For it is hard to see 
bow peace can be achieved in the 
oantext of the isiaelf piioK ntin- 
ister’s insistence on r^hemg foe 
Tand-fiir-peace' fbnmila con- 
secrated ^ UN Resolution 242 by 
what he calls a *pe ace -fbr-peaoe* 
ttadeoffi fore is, mat does not en- 
tail the lestotation of oociqiied 
Arab tdritoiies. 

In thia preposterous of- 

fer, Netanyahu is hemlriiig oo tin 
idea foat security concerns are high 
on foe list not of Israel's pri- 
orities, but also of those of all tie 
other states in tie n^iioo, »nd that 
Israel is in a poshian to extend 
mmy Arab regimes witii services 

font owi hi»lp aHay «inwrTB^ 

whether by prowcfiiig them wifo 
fnli^Hgefio*. aippmt tilTOI^I the 
Mbssad to counter tie “tacraiist” 
threat ttey see as emanating fiom 
inside tb& own aodedes or «c- 
onceme sigiport through mediating 

Virith Htreinatfinruil inehiffi'Tijg 

even Arab — financial circles. He 
hopes that in coosidentKiD for 
tfa^ sendees, tiie Axab re^ma 
could be induct into aocqiting his 
veiaoD of peace as c apicsac d in 
the slogan *seeurity-fbr-security', 
or ^peace-fonpeace’, instead of 
*peace-fbr-laDd'. 

In OTlication of die *peaoe-fi3r- 
peace' toanula, Netanyahu is caU- 
mg fer tiie mvigofatioD of foe mul- 


tilateral track ufoik obsmeting tbe 
bilateral vriikb deal mifa foe res- 
titution of oeraipied Arab ter- 
iitoiies. Hence his sitoporl fiarnext 
wedc's Cairo eoaoamie co nf ere nc e 
even as s^tematically und^ 
mftifig the ingiiementation of. tiie 
agreement previoualy signed by 
tiie state of Israel with the Pri- 
estinian Autiiority oa to- 
deployment in This raises 

foe questioo of what, if myfoing, 
the Arabs can do os the eve of tte 
conference to ensure ft does 
not end iqi serving Netanyahu's 
desigiis. 

Netanyahu proceeds fitnn the as- 
sun^on that foe Arab i^ftoes ere 
also interested in the eonvoattioo 
of tike con fa eace, wfoich is m line 
with tiidr current policies of en- 
oouragtog’ inivalisation, irnirting 
the role of tin state awt enhancuig 
the role of the market However, 
ufoat he to take hiro account is 
that ttiBse crimes cannot allow 
tiieit adherence to the pfailosoplty 
of a market economy to be used as 
justification to sepente the hi- 
latoal fiom tbe mohilateiBl track, 
and to build the nraznalisatioa of 
market lelatioBS tinoogbont the 
Middle East in oondmons where 
Isiaers government openly de- 
clares that it will not restore Arab 
land 

Oas way of avoftlmg tins would 
be fbr tiie Arab parties to use tbe 
ecunoKUc coufereuce as a ^xing- 
boavd fix the pzoiztotion of a pen- 
Anb, rather tiim a Mifolle Rastem, 
market, in wluch tbe economic fac- 
tor cauU be used as a rn^ans of 
putting pressure on Israel to aban- 
don its *peace-fiirpeace' fonnula 
in £svour of the *iand for peace' 
principle. Under a Labour govetn- 
ment, Israel was sucoesaful in cU- 


viding Arab ranks by dealing wifo 
each Arab patty sqiaiaiely. Now 
thwt Netanyahu managed to an- 
tagonise all tbe Arabs wifooin ex- 
ception, can this encourage them 
to rebnitd fodr unity and ^darity 
as an essential condition for thie 
peace process to move forward? 

The ecoDomic conf ere nce could 
be a test of tiieir reaefiness in this 
respect. So fer, however, there are 
no iadrcatkms of a common Arab 
stand evm on foe very prindple of 
bolding such a confemice: some 
Arab countries, like Syria and Leb- 
anon, have decided to boycott tte 
conference, others have rehiciantly 
agreed to take part, while even 
those which had gone fiur towards 
building bridges with Israel's pre- 
vious Labour govemmeot believe 
they most distance ' themselves 
fiom a confer e nce bringiiig them 
togetbo with Netenyabu. How 
tfam can a pan-Axab market be 
both? 

It has been argued that Arab 
states were successful in convening 
an Arab summit to Ne- 

tanyahu's accession to power. But 
a summit difieis fiom an economic 
conference in that in the former, 
decisicins eman are fiom heads of 
state, while in the la&er. no one in- 
dividual is in control and decisions 
are to a great extent the result of 
the int^Iay of msiket forces. 

Preaid^ Mubarak has voiced 
the fear that the post-conference 
situation coold ^ipear to many of 
the p a r tic ip an ts as worae than tbe 
pre-coaference sHoation. in foe 
sense that isstewl of promoting 
healthy economic relations at the 
regtonal level, it could actually de- 
lay foeir establishmenL The whole 
isme of proceedmg wifo the con- 
ference at a time Netanyahu is pur- 


suing a policy of obstructionism 
and brtnkmanshto is foe subject of 
a heated ddiale, wifo tliore op- 
posed to tbe conference arguing 
that its convocation in the name of 
snmulatipg econ o mic activities 
could put the lestoiation of Oc- 
ciqried Territories even further oat 
of reach, and its advocates arguing 
tiiar postotating ft in tiie name of 
putting pressure on Israel to restore 
Arab IsM could inqi^ efforts for 
an economic takeoff 

Another argument in fevour of 
holding foe con fer ence on schedule 
ft that h can serve as a safety net 
against the danger of war breaking 
out, even by miaaln* Piesident 
Mubarak has warned that h is not 
in Israel’s interest to use the threat 
of war, while presidents Arafet and 
Assad have spoken of the possibD- 
ity of Israel resorting to war. An- 
cotding to the US administratiaii, 
however, there are no signs of im- 
mrnen r hostilities between the two 
most likdy candidates of a militaiy 
clash, Israel and Syria. 

Rresadent Mubai^ defended the 
cause of peace by declinmg to u>l» 
part to last month's Washington 
summit between CHnton, Ne- 
tanyahu, Arafet and King Hussein, 
who has since admitted that the 
summit achfeved no results what- 
soever and that the Egyptian pres- 
ident was wise not to attend. Per- 
il^ foe time has come fbr a 
snmlar stand on tite econonue con- 
ference. Netanyahu has one week 
in wfaicb to prowe that tbe bOattral 
track is stin alive, and that be ft 
prepared if not to take new steps 
towards solviftg tbe outstandzDg is- 
sues, at least, to implemeot tbe 
agreeaneDts already reached, like 
m one on Israeli redqiloym^ in 
Hdin^ But even foat ft unlikely. 


to fttt F-gy ptinn pbmeis are aware of the 

coaifAex devulopnieiit processes needed to take 
Egypt conSd^y into tiie next century. They 
have /bcosed on those sectors foat wifi generate 
economic growth over the ccimitig phase aid 
wfaicb at the same tme offiar fertile groond fefra> 
vate investmeitt, allowing tiie private sector to 

shoulder its burden of devdcfunent oosft. 

In short, MENA HI ofiera %ypt a uniqiie op- 
portunity winch we can zD-aflbnl not to eigrtoit to 
the full And if the future of Israd in tiie i^;iaQ is 
e onting Mt upon geo^ political ^reeznenls a- 
aiitiwg in the ingHementabon of legUnal ecoDOm- 
ic prqj^ the Ar^ befixe all odi^ must sttive 
to put into place the fiamewods that win guar- 
ante the oputnum reflons Ar their people. 

Wahbi’s sanctuary 

By Naguib Mahfouz 

Ybussef Wahbi stood up 
fca the dignity of the 
tiieatie at a time when 
p^lic disctyiine and dig- 
oity were noticeably ab- 
sent wbere the aits were 
concerned. Youssef 
Wahbi sngle-handedly 
transfoimed tiie theatre 
into a sanctuary for cul- 
tnre and the arts by virtue 
of his total c n mmilm ent for etSD^le, if 
the curtain was to be raised at nine 
o'dodc, it w% oat of the question for any- 
one, DO matter how important, to be ^ 
low^ into the audUtodnm to titite hft seat 
until the intervaL Conqnre that to the way 
, the public stroll into t heat res today, 50 
years later, at any time during a pei- 
foonancc. 

1 lemember once Airing a perfbunance 
by Youssef Wahbi when a group of young 
people began nibbliDg melon seeds. Yoush 
sef Wahbi stopped foe play and told tiie 
yoodis that anybody wmitiiig to monefa 
mekm seeds or cstror driiA anytiimg; fbr 
that matter, should do so at the bof^ not 
in (he playhouse. The theatre was like a 
school: eating driniciT^ in tbe class- 
rooms were finbiddeax The public q>- 
pl«t nl»vt him warmly, hwagiw tnlltiiig lo 
the public in the same teems today-. Ihear 
that jn some ifaeaires jpeo^ eat sand- 
wiches and drink finit jmoe during the per- 
fbimanoe. 

Another tiling Youssef Wahbi insisted 
on was never changing a word of foe text 
We would go to peCfomiances of the same 
play and never once ifid an actor change a 
rhyme or wittieftm. Tbe only tipm 
wfaich (fid inqxovise was that ttf Ali B- 
Kasaar, becanse he jmducod comedies that 
did not depend on Uteraiy texts, and even 
then these was only the addition of a word 
here or there. 'Diis never fa^ened in 
Youssef Wabbi’s productions, even in his 
comedies. Ramses Theatre was an ahar to 
artistic dignity, fiom what was played to 
tiie audience's behaviour. 

Based OR or mterview hy Mohamed Sal- 
. mawy.' 


74cPre^74£*7aee^ Buildiug Fogues 


Al-Ahnun: **Peop1e die wodd over build houses fer 
otiien to live in, but in our coun^ many bmld bouses fin 
otiiera to foe hL These criminate ignoieoonstioction codes 
in order to make Elicit profit. Doaeos of modem bcdldia^ 
have eoOqised siiice tite aiid-197(ls, kflling liuiidieds tnA 
mjuring thoasands. At first we tiiou^ we were igi against 
isoidam accidents but it soon bec a me dear tiiat we were 
up agmust a general phenomeiion — one wiriefa will oon- 
tinue unless there te adeddve stand against tbe croolred 
oonsdences of many of today’s buDders in Egypt* 
(EtBtorial SOOehier) 

AHfifaffds**I 1 ieco 04 ]seofdie ‘cardboard* hoildingsft 
a coDapse of die baric values and laws vfokh govern rair 
society. It is a ^arfeg syngjtom of foe chaos and de- 
generacy tiiat abound tod^. The pfllara of ^yptian so- 
ciety ere being eaten awey hr foe same way as fome of foe 
Heliopolis bidding and others which have feUen tike au- 
tumn leaves. The ^y wtty out ft a decirive confixmtatioa 
wifo tiie dicles of emtuptioo. Otiierwise tiie piUais of so- 
ciety will come crashtog down on our heads." 

(Gmal Badavfi, 3J Ocuibet) 

Rose EI-YsMISSSh **Do we really need more tews 
to avoid disaster lesultiiig fiom corruptitm or negfigence? 
And are tews by themselves sufficient? The truth is, no. 
We have enough tews to administer tiie globe, let alone 
one country. The problem is not laws or bow stiff tiie p^ 
aides are. The problem is that we fece a soriety which 
drinks that laws are only for tire weaL Nottung 'can be 
achieved without dealing wifo this prablenL" 

(Mahmoud Ei-Tidiami, 4Navember) 

AI*Anabis**Bveiy student of tew knows tint die worst 
taws and die ones most difficult to enferee are tiiose tiiat 
come as an angiy reaction to some event. Laws should 
never be a hasty reaction to disaster. Thoro vfoo have al- 
lowed buSding viotetiops to go on fer years wifooui doing 
aityfliing about tiim could Irave waited a week or two for 
tiie new tew to take its natura] coarse, mtii the help of ex- 


when tiie new legislation ft to tiie g o ven nu eat*s Uking." 
(Talaat Romieh, / f/avemierj 

AKAfiaG: "Once again vmces have been raised cafinig 
fbr stifier penalties against building vwlstions. Then to- 
mosrow or tbe ^ ^er we will forget about the vfoole 
tiring and tiie violations amtinoe. Tbe govennsent's df- 
fints to bring order have becom e mere ink on paper and 
tizis curioia state of affiuis contmues. The state has lost 
hs prestige and the ability to enforce the taw on everyone 
— the powerful aod the weak, the rich and the poor. Tbe 


( 4AhvartberJ 


Al-Shaab: "lift leri criimnal behind the coO^ of foe 
buSdnig <m tiie heads of its mociceDt tenants is tiie ad- 
uuuisliative madrineiy in Egypt If wt are serious about 
IXKerviiQ the lives (» people and tiieir imeiests, foe state 
riiould euoice tiie laooval of buOding >001811005 hum e di - 
atoly. And ifnew legislation ftaeeded,titegDvepai^ 
issue foem in mtmitrw Precedents abound, ahfaou^ only 


(Lt/0 Waked, iQOaober) 

A I ^ Ak Wian "Evoy tone a buildiag coftapses, claim- 
ing tens of victims, we react angrily and ask hundreds of 
questions without getting any clear and decisive answers. 
Then we quickly cahn down and forget everything umil 
the catastrophe lecursl After the collapse of tbe Hc- 
iiopotis buildiiig people once again asl^ who ft re- 
roonsfote? The owner of the builoffig? The consulting en- 
gme^ The engi n eer in charge? Tbe corruption of 
municipal couacils? Or ft it all of them? t think tbe ro- 
spoosibiltty fin* ail tbe catastrophes that have happened 
and tiiose likely to happen rests with the tattered laws that 
allow for fiaud and violatioas and which have tinown (be 
door wide open fer bribisy and corruptioo." 

^aidSoitbol, 30 October) 

AMSondNBia: ‘Until wbco are we to remain speo- 
tatois every time a catastrophe bappenSi, waiting for the en- 
feroemat of obsolete laws wbkfo cmDot detCT and prevent 
foecxsaiB? There is no atamBtive but 10 jntroduoe speedy 
and radical chai^ to ‘local admmistratkm* whose em- 
ployees have riiown themselves to bave no consdences 
and wbo have sold ibeir souls for tiie die^iest of prices." 
(SamirRagab, 29 October) 

M-AimuiKTt ft high tone that we confiom fiaud, 
gteed, negligence and bribsy tvitii harsh penalties as 
etch is a aune which can clam lives. The word ‘rec- 
ooeiltatioo' (wifo foe sufoorides) should bave had 00 
pl^ in our vocabulary. What ft die rneani^ of a bond- 
ing owner, driven by greed, comratting viotetioiK and 
retiring milltoDs ofjxxnids only to pw a fine of a few 
foousand pounds? Toe ‘reconciliation me* has made vi- 
otetioDS the rule rafoer than tire exceptioiL" 

(Tfosrerr £I-Mist 0 iawi, 4 November) 

Compied by Mala Saqr 



Prom the time he was governor of the New Valiev the 

Eg ypti an Prime Minister Kama! EI-GanzeurL 1 — 
by strenuous attempts to MdncTthrhSwSjSifc!^^ 

MiibftPri economic performance. Such was hta me!SS? 5** 
was appoliited prime minister. And 

potion of the prime minister Si 2 

tbnbm, ooncentrated here In his smUe. as ^ 

ems that 

gramme and the many difficult dociaiong it has iirv5^ rotom pro- 
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As 

the Nile 



If you were able to ap- 
pra^ the pasr El-lw 
area to a hot wim- 

mer*8 aighti and tried to 
CTOteumbte the view,.' the 
niBSB of humanity oow^- 
mg both banks of the riv- 
er near the Qasr E1>N0 
B ^g e might cause you to 
tfiink yon were witnessing 
the of Re au r ec dro. 
The soriace of the river 
hecomes invisible aod the 
landmarks of the bridges 
and the Comicbe dis- 
H» pear u nto die people 
swamung into the y*T Cff ts 
for relief firot the beat 
like bees aroi^ a boo- 
Qreomb. 

In this case, the hon- 
p 3 ^coDib is a small open- 
ing on die Conuche, no 
more than a few 
metres wide, heWnd a 1- 
Andahis Gaidais. A year 
^gp, the hGnistiy of Pob- 
lic WmJcs and Water Re- 
sources wrested this bit of 
land fimn fangs of the 
iifMiillwitri se d arirf im_ 
planned acdvides tdiich 
were bnildnig con c rete 
hwiMtngc m the river un- 
der vin^ names and in 
cpatravendon of every 
r^oladon. 

What with clubs for of- 
ficen,' poGce, engmeecs, 
bnsmessmen, lawyes and 
journal^ — among odi- 
ers — nbrto «<«»**«>? the 
tri^tclnbs and theatres, 
holds (floating or noOt 
restaurants and calnuets 
that have all been finnly 
anchm^ by or in the 
Nile, tddng over the river 
h»nifg 8nd the pavements 
of adjoiaing streets, die 
river has been effectively 
idaced under lode and 
key. There ' is an im- 
pene^le barrier between 
the river and the miUions 
of people -wbo work to the 
pomt of exhanstion every 
day, yet do not own dia- 
tets and villas to die 
noithcm Coast; nw, - for 
that matter, are they mem- 
bers of th^ InxDrious 
chibs. Their only pleas- 
ure during the summer is 
to eigoy the cool evening 
breera for a few dioit 
hours. 

-Tha- femire of-^ -iim ' 
anyudiere in Greater Cano 
have been taken ova or 
built 1 ^. udKlher by the 
new inflnent i d piess^ 
groups, boatmen and ilin- 
eiai it vendors of tea and 
cold diinlcs, or podi- 
ers and tbdr cheatde. 
Even that tiny strip by the 
AI-Anddiis Gardens 
utlndi the irginste: of ir- 
rigatiTO called the New 
Conndie has became a 
mooring site for Nile 
det^sd tmt. -widi . 
li£^ bulbs or not ' 

Nowhere in die world 
has a river been so de- 
prived of its banks; no- 
where have so marry en- 
croechmenis been made 
with such inmomty, all fiw 
die benefit m the wealthy . 
aiwi mflnential classes . 
without regard for die obt- 
er social sectors. . The. 
snug has colluded in this 
crime by neglec^ to 
protect the liver,-^ . ac- 
cording bmldnig liomces 
and remaining suent over 
violalians year afier year, 
until nne would thc 

very river to rise and re- 
volt against the mvaaro. 
An iqnismg. was poasiUe 
in die days before the 
flood was fettaed by 
diMwgj shnees and bar- 
rages. But the ^61c, har- 
nessed and boxed in, has 
grown old and stagnant. 
Only a miiaclc cm save it 



Banking on prosperity 

MEI^ in, by seeking to nriiiae aO the resources of the region 
widun the fianework of peace, aimn at boosting the peace pro 
cess on all tracks. Economic cooperatiro is, after all, a neo; 
essaiy dividend of peace. 

Thou^ Ae conc^t of a Middle East market has been around 
for some time it was not until die boycott of Israel h^ hero lift- 
ed — i.e. after the rigning of the self rule aconds — that any 
progre ss could be made towards that goal 
The Middle East market, certainly as outlined by former Israe- 
li Prime Minister Peres, is conceived to embrace all countries in 
the r^on, inchidiiig Iran, Turkey, Israel and Ethiqiia. It is an 
atteoqit to fashion an ecroomic bloc along the lines of NAFTA, 
the Entopean Common Market gimiiar Asian g w M ipm g* 

The fundansental principles of the proposed «wiiwwii<» group- 
ing will melude the free movement of capital, labour and of pei^ 
sons, fieedom of movement, of transit, a^ equal access to 
transportation and communication networks. 

The proposed Middle Eastern bloc cover 11 per cent of 
the total area of the world and eonfaMw 349 milKaw mbabitants, 
about S per cerrt of the world's population. In temw of xesources 
h would command 25 per cent of the world's production of oil 
and 62 percent of its reserves. 

The private sector is playing an inqioitBnt rote 
in fitumcing cooperation within the region and 
certainly di^g MENA m we can expect ]^yp- 
tian ba^ to assume a leading role. They will 
present any number of mdiisirial projects to po- 
tential investors and will be instrumental in gen- 
erating the necessary commercial actirity that 
will i^d to enhanced economic growth. 

Egyptian bwnl« are fiwiAmwn tal to the pro- 
motion of legioDsl development Bsnqiie Misr 
in particular, will propose numerous arid varied 
economic projects m every field of economic 
activity. 


This week’s SoajAox speaker is chairman ef 
the board of Misr Bank. EMUimadi 



Intellectuals and the crisis 


Commenting on the curront debate on the boycott of Israel, Edward Said, in this second of his two-part series, 
argues that intellectuals must act as voices of conscience and challenge, rather than as petitioners or supplicants 


Daring the caostemation caused in Arab and Pal- 
estinian xanks by Bn^amin Netanyafan’s actions over 
tbe past few vredcs, one hand a chorus of cries of re- 
gret ova tile lAofsr Par^s di sy peaiance fiom pow- 
er. In addition, as I mentioned m my last article, tiie 
chorus' has hero that we should rebnn to Odo, as if 
Oslo,' witii. dl 'the- amMgnities nnifinmuiable clans- 
es, was not in Set tiie pnfetem ejqplohed by Netanyahu 
to squeeze, tonnent and btiierwise fife rmserabte 
' fee Palestidians. 

Fv fimn behig sohitkms for or escapes from tbe inir 
3 MSS 6 , tiiese auen^ to turn: bisUMy U> some idyl- 
lic p^od when m things seemed rosy and invitingly 
pos^te strike me as da ngerous flhimnn^ We now 
know too roach abbot Shimon Peies’ actions since 
1992 to acccqjt tiie notirm tiiat as prime minista he 
wm a man-of peace in the real sense of tire word. 
Everyflung he dm vis-ik-vis the Palestinians, and Yas- 
ser Arafet'in particular, si^gestt flwt the c oiitioui t y be- 
tween tiie hisuirica} attitudes of Labour Zknusm to- 
wards - Patestinians,' their rights and permissible 
aqnratkms (Boi-GiniTO r eferred to the Ar^ as Red 
Indiansj, and Peres' policies was carefully maiotamedL 

True, Pass is a past master of hasbara — tte ait of 
disseotinaimg information for the gayim — and he is t 
skilfnl manipulator of teteviaon. so that he can always 
appear and visionaiy: neverthdess, most 

<u udia he (fid was to esetmet ccmcessiains firro the 
Fakstirnans, . aUovring them vay fitoe in'^retnni, ac- 
coidii^ to a rigoroiB ideolofpcad trograimne whereby 
they would always reman a s ub oimn ate people. 

Given tiiese realities, it would seem to me in- 
ap pro p date, to say tiie tea^ to consida thc istaedi La- 
bom-.Fai^ and ito leade^tip (evai membeis of MerOz) 
~to be die pdxpe lobty -for peace inside Israel Tliis, of 
eomsi^ bsfi been Arab ^ PLO poli^ since 1991, and 
even befere. In his recent si^diic (4l-Akram:W^fy, is- 
sue 29<9 analyriiig the dfsenssKm of wwr»witeati«n jn 
Egypt and dseudiere, Gamfl Mattar is absolutely ri^ to 
s^ that all timn^ the 1970s and 1980s Arab in- 
teHectnals were enjmned by tiior g ov eumi ents to eota 

disengatnng wMi and American fntftlWimals, fimrv 

ti ntwriea, and p p i Hk TVpg in tbe mi^mded hope *hat t hes e 
ineetings wotdd oonvinee Isi^ and hs st q i p orteis tiiat 
tiie Ai& were indeed ready fiir peace. An that hiqipeoed 
was Tawit positions har dened, more demands 
. wtie made TO.tbe 

I recall that duriz^ the inid-*80s 1 was peguadfid to 
meet a weU-known L^oor Party activist with a 
feanoosnamel “Give ns your aceqnance of Resolution 
242 and.die tiie tiit^ . we ran do anwin g tilings 
in retnm,*’ 1 was told. “But we need to be assured that 
you are serioosly mterested in peace:” in 1988' tiie 
PNC piodneed its recognition of 242, and notiuqg vay 
mscih h^ipaied to inyro ve the Ist^ po^on. It 
struck me, tiien as now, that Arab, and especially Pal- 
estnri^ poations were ahvays gin^ 1^ the lae- 
ngatives not of Palestinian dispossesrion hot of Israeli 
pnndKriogy, is if . having one the mostpowofiil ai^ 

hi tire wo^ a nuedear arseoi^ and the fell, nnr 
condhioni] badtiog of tbe US was msuffidait to allay 
linaeli anxieties. Thoe was. always anotiia hoidle ftir 
ns to jmxqv one oxne mseemity to address, stSl more 
feats to asnage — tiie list kqit getting longa. Some- 


how, h dSd not seem q yropriate to think about our to- 
seenrities, or our feats: theirs were alw^ the urgent, 
moe important mes, udiereas ours were just left tfam 
imsttoKted. 

This exttaoidmaiy self-forgetfulness on our pan was 
and remauis a legacy of the colonial era, when h was 
assumed that natives were to be addressed by tbe mas- 
ter, used, empitiyed and eiqiloited witii scant r^rd 
tiua concerns. There is mso the added complication 
tiiat oor inleriocutcns were Jews who were at toe same 
time survxvofs of the Nazi Holocaust, as well as col- 
onists iriio used toe strategies and tolicB of co- 
lonteUsts in other parts of Afiica and Asia. 

No one, to my I^wledge, has had to deal wito such 
a eon^Iication anyw here else in the world where white 
colonialists were wresting control of land and n- 
soorces fiom native peoples. In additioii, Zionism’s au- 
thentically , idealistic conqionent so fer as only Jews 
were coroemed — which argued tbe world ova tiiat 
Jews were conring to Palestine in oitter to be reborn as 
a nation after centories of unique ordeal ■— swayed 
public <qnni(Mi, as well as the policies of Westeru gov- 
amnents whose guilt at doing very fittie to assist Jews 
dmhig tiie Holocaust made them compensate (rd- 
atrvcly inexpensively) in the present for their ct^y 
tins in £he past 

As a residt Palestinian voices were sunply unheard, 
and in very little time Israel became central to tbe ide- 
ology of Europero and American liberalism. Tbe main 
benefidaiy of tius was, of course, the Labour Party, a 
fuQ member of the Socialist Intanational, and to all 
intents and puiposes a represeotative of progressive 
causes in tbe Middle East and elseutoere. Little atteu' 
tion was p^ to hs ag^essive wars, its disgracei^y 
racist policies towards its Arab peculation or, since 
-1967, Its tental colonial policies, mcluding massive 
settlements, collective punirinnaits, annexation, and at- 
tacks against hs neighbours. Labaar was supposed to 
be yes, but it was also believed to be metorical- 
ly ready to ire as forthcoming and as conciliatory as, 
hivos^, the Ar^ were not 

Outside tire Labour Patty, most Arab govenmients 
and their hrteUeetuals poceived only the idigious and 
politkrel extremists assodaied with the Ukai: Gush 
Emunim, Rabbi Kahane and the other ideological zeal- 
ots. Uiitfl about 1990 knowledge and analysis of Israel 
and the United States in the ;^ab world was boto sn- 
perficial and mconqitete: even tbe tiny number of sp^ 
institutes and individualB had very gmali audi- 
ences and, in the absence of free discusaon and 
ddiate, a general current was mamtamed in which Is- 
rael was an eoemy and its existence — despite Camp 
David — publicly decried, or ignored. 

So tbe various meetings, seminars and debates that 
took place as Gamil Mattar has described toem were in 
effect cloMted away fiom tire scrutiny of most people. 
Th^ did not seem to be coordhsated, nor in ^ end 
wm tiiey useful to toe Aral^ exc^ interestingly 
enougji, as a way of su rre ptiti ously gettii^ closer to 
the Israeli powa centre. What policy-malm had in 
mind was sot made clear and, in my own case as a 
memba of several discussion groups between laaelis, 
influen tial and (wc thoi^t at tiie time) well-meaning 
American Jews, awi a gnmll handful of Palestinian in- 


tellectuals, I never felt that what we were doing was 
understood or propaly assessed by toe PLO. 1 was 
partly wrong of course, since bdimd our backs a 
whole {TOgraimne of cooperation, based on Palestinian 
concessions, was being set up: this led directly to 
Oslo. 

Two n npof tant points need to be made about toe 
present dilamma One concerns the situation inside Is- 
rael, how it is read and interpreted. The otlrer con- 
cerns the role of toe Arab mtellecaial, with which 1 
would like to deal first There are two clea options 
here (actually they are not so clear in r^ life, but for 
tbe purposes of analysis tiiey can be construed as 
clear). One is to maintain a position of total in- 
depemtence and say that one is going to talk about 
and act in a situation that directly confiunts both Arab 
and Israeli political power, refesing to accept eitha 
one as defiirog one's rote. Yet Mofaamed Sid-Ahmed 
said in his article (M-Ahram Pfedkly^ issue 297) about 
toe debate ova the curreot crisis ^ politics for pol- 
iticians and tiietr associated inteltectu^ is pragmatic 
and tbe art of toe possible; in tiiat case, you act as an 
inteUetmial whose purpose is to advance various inter- 
ests, to influence and be involved in policy. 

1 myself tiiink that is a disastrous course: it has 
brought us to a situation where no values or princqiles 
are mamtamed. since being effective, influentiaL 
mainstream and acceptable are the main criteria for 
action, with the feitha cousequeoce that the in- 
teDectual is guided not by Us/ha sense of tbe truth of 
the situation, hut by considerations of ’’the posrible." 
Too often tins has meant internalising toe norms of 
powa, not those of genuine reflection and analj^s, 
which answa, in my (pinion, to more permanent, 
long-teim considerations not imnrediately tied to im- 
plementation or to advancing policies and interests in 
the realm of toe possible. 

in the Arab world we have bad too much of toe for- 
ma, fer too little of the latia. More’s toe pity, since 
being fer less powerful than ettirer Isxael or the US — 
not only militaiily, but also culturally and in- 
stitutimu^y — we inevitably end up playing ac- 
cording to their agendas, as the last few years so shab- 
bily attest. 

The independent intellectual, I think, would there- 
fore regard the impasse of toclay as an aspect of toe 
laiga problem, wfateb is that Israeli society has main- 
tained a rigmus denial of hs own past towards tbe 
Palestinians in particular, and toe Arabs generally. We 
have not made our voices heard inside Israeli soci^, 
that is, from a position that gets us attention as voices 
of conscience and challenge, rather than as petitioners 
or siqmlicants. Total refo^ of what is now called 
“nonnalisation" strikes me as unsubtie and inattentive 
to im p ort an t curreots within Israeli culture, currents 
that need to be ^ported, addressed, engaged. Why 
should critical voices like toose of Israel Shahak Ire 
ignored just because tb^ are not attached to powa or 
becoise we have a polvy of not talking to Israelis un- 
da any circumstaDces? 

1 do not think it is reasonable to expect Israelis to 
qiologise in advance of a discussion for what Israel 
has done to Arabs and Palestinians, ahbougb it is, I 
think, possible to choose one's interlocutors and atid- 


enee inside Israel on toe basis of principle latirer than 
pFOxiinity to powa. Hence people like Shahak or Stan- 
ley Cob^ or the Alternative Information Collective, 
as opposed to a Yossi Sarid or a Shimon Peres. 

The main intellectual task is to confront the Israeli 
conscience wito the serious human and political claims 
of the Palestinians: these require moi^ intellectual, 
cultural attention of the most profound kind, and can- 
not be easily deflected by the common tactic of putting 
Israeli insecurity on toe same plane. On tbe otha hand 
] do dunk it is a tnTWakft simply to rule out ^ whole 
history of anti-semitism (tbe Holocaust included) as ir- 
relevant 

As Palestinians and Arabs we have not even tried to 
study this enormous subject nor in any serious way 
have we fried to see how h inqimges on tbe Jewish, 
and indeed Western conscience as something all too 
real. Thus we need a discourse that is intellectually 
honest and complex enough to deal both with toe Pal- 
estinian and with toe Jewish experience, recognising 
where toe claims of one stop and where the otha be- 
gin. From that point on, we can then begin to discuss 
the mode of ftiture co-existence between thc two peo- 
ples, a co-existence that must rale out tbe possibility of 
any recurrence of toe two great historica] traumas that 
link us togetba. That seems to me a worthy goal, and 
a pre-condition for discussioD- 

Such conskterations would then dictate one's mter- 
pretation of Israeli society, whi(to is toe first issue I raised 
above. If you look at it from the point of view of the La- 
bour Party and its interests, which has been the tendency 
since Ma^^ toen inevitably you will subscribe to an ex- 
tremely limited ideological perfective. Granted that eve- 
ry Labour Party memba is not identical with every odrer 
one, and grant^ also that not every Labourite is liinited 
by party doctrine, nevertheless h would be a Tm’a»k« to 
acc^ tiie Labour Party as a reference point or as the 
main instnimait of change in Israel so fer as Patestinians 
are cracemed: the record is not an encouraging one, hs r^ 
laticaiahtp to powa is necesufily infiected wito mill tar- 
ism, colonialin attitudes, and a general heedlessness wito 
reg^ to tbe Palestinians as a people. 1 see no reason to 
reward or endow h wito miiaciuous capacities Sor «*h«nge 
that end iqi, as Peres did, by deceiving us. 

Israeli society is conqilicaied and frill of considerable 
fluidity, but to my view ft cannot be stodied to ad- 
vantage without attention to its potential for real ^ 
to cosmetic, accormnodanon with Palestinian 
national rights in all their historical and moral richness. 
Hoe toe constituency, made up for exampl^ of toe 
universities, independent artists and journalists, tiie 
Oriental Jewish comnnmfty, is a gnumely more pro- 
grerove agent of change than looking badewazds nos- 
talgically to Peres and his party. 

What 1 have been proposing here, therefore, is a ve^ 
different approach from iriiat is now available widiin 
Arab disci^ioDS of the crisis we are ol Genuine in- 
dqien<ience of (ipiiiion and wpre^h are required for il 
yet tiiese seem usprovided for inride the political es- 
tabUshments that ponda and are trying to croie to 
terms wito our present situation. In short the situation 
seemn lo be especially ripe for debate, open discussion, 
and g enuine process enacted by independent in- 
tellectuals. Are we iqi to tbe task? 


Putting the cart before the horse 

Holding a regional economic conference at this j'uncture is tantamount to rewarding Israel for stalling and reneging on agreements, argues Gouda Abdel-Khaleq 


. ftftnwiitoo m tft toe Eetmonne Coafiaenee fir toe Middle East 
Nortii Afiica (MENAX to be held fipm 12 to 14 Novdnba. 

already b^BL The conference OEganim were caiefiil to pick 

ariiy s kg»n- BuiUmg for tiie Fntine, Wbciha slogans can 
ly turn around tnaien -toe ewnt a success is doubt- 
boweva. It takes much rapte than slogarw to achi^ g eauy 
lone-lastins eeonoinic cooperation. m tins part of' the world. 
wrmgt is iMctains a jnst and c oa prd ie nsive aetOsmeat be- 
in toe Ax^andlsrad, based TO tiie land-fbr-iieace piincii^ 
a-aO, this wastiwguiiSngprmc^ to which all parties to the 
foci Isiad tticlnded, cotmimted fotmselvK m the M^rid eosk- 
DCe. 

n ns icaraatoer that tbe core of a iiiri Old ooxiqirriienstve set- 

leot is tiie *gwiKKAmeiit of a Poe^mro stale with East J^ 
lem as its cantaL Isiad shcnild also give 19 the And) Jan& ft 
gnes m toe d(^ and Soato LdiawnL-Io adtotini, the right of 

^Btestinans esmeUed fiona tiieir luds to retocn or receive BIT 
nensBtion diomd be recognised by Israel A settlement on any 
r toms can onfy lead to a Cartiughnan peaoe^ and history 

us that tiiese arrangemeots'arealwq^uiiriidile. . 

tael nazticiilariy unda tiie ’ostdiy. 'elected Uhid govermneail' 
us to lori^as fer a whatowill allow it both fokm 

nried Arab &sds and to engage ft) nonnal relations with TC 
M If OM is tofetested m for fitiare, a solid 

,^ri^ «h«iMlwmi)lacefii8L Id pMnteitns, the solid fbug- 

m te a polftieal senlem^ tim guarantees a jua and durable 


in toeregUxL Anytomg short of that is rin^ly a recipe for 


A canot-and-stick reproach nn^ be toe best way to mcourage 
the loaeli goveaunent to take otottgfa steps in tbe direction of just 
and'ifanbte peace. Israd has a big stake in noonalisnig idanons 
wito the AsTOS. This is fiopioitly lefdred to as the peace div- 
jdnd: open borders for trade and mvesniietit, infiastructnre pro- 
jects, cooperation in areas of enem and eovsTOmeiit, etc. 

' eanse Israd ts short to many viral resources and hra only a 
l im i tMt wMwifgt, its potential finm normalisation of re- 

lations wito the Arabs are fer greater thm any beaetos accnimg to 
us. That is the eanoL The stidc is to withhold any nonaalisarion of 
TdiaSoa until a just and ocaiqtrdiensive poHiical settlement is 
reached. 

Schemes ibr so-called r^onal cooperation could confrnra to 
file old 'fooe man’s meat is aiiotber's potsro.” Israel has 
.prroosedmcg'eera fa le^onal cooperation in transportation which 
whide rroways, laad routes and pipelines. A railw^ project in- 
vob^ eormectingtoe Isradi nulway network, which ends in tiie 
south at Mt Zin Phoqihate Terminal, to Eilat and Aqaba on tiie 
Red with posabili^ of extandmg the soutoiem base of the 
' network to mclode part of Saudi Azalna. This would establish a 
railway netwinfc between toe Medftenanean (Ashdod) and the 
Red Sre porls bdongn^ to a regional railw^ qrstem, and would 
siq^Kut Mtwta routes between Israel and the GiUf and East Asia. 
No mgntai gymnastics ate necessary to realise tiiat sochTirpl^ts 


rqaesent a (fireeft threat to the poritftm of the Suez Canal as an in- 
tanatiooal trade artery. Add to this the proposed oil-and-gas 
pipeline links from toe Gulf to tbe Medfterraneaii via Isrreli 
AD this wfl] take place at tiie direct expense of the Suez 
and the Snmed pqieline. 

These examples are evidoitiy q^x^tc illustrations of tbe adage 
mentioned above. Holding the Cairo economic conference m 
these drcumstances amounts to rewarding laael for stalli^ and 
ren^ng on the agreements wfaicb it has already signed. This can 
only encourage more Israeli intransigence, and does not save the 
cause of peace and stability m this part of the workL 

It should be remembered that the Arab economic boycott of Is- 
rael proved very effective in tbe past; H deprived the Israeli econ- 
omy fiom expanding to its full potential by denying it boto re- 
sources and markets. As a consequence, Isrrel was forced to Uve 
off external resources provided by 2fronist organisations and 
friendly govemmoits, nrainly the United States. Now the United 
States is fecang loog-tenn econoinic decline, and wifl definitely 
cut down ibreign aid To substitute ibr reducied aid Israel has to 
attract foreign investment. But tiiar requires stability raid normal 
eooaonnc relatkms in tiie Middle East The lifting ^tfac boycott 
wUl thus enable die Israeli economy to replace aid with fbieigD 
investment 

It is clear that Israel has strategic intezests in lifting tbe Arab 
boycott — a what remaiira of it. Tbe Arabs, on toe otoa hand 
ham stiate^ interests in maintainiiig «"d vigorously enforcing 


their boycott of Israel until a just and comprehensive settlement is 
reached Strategic Arab interests wiD be seriously tfarea te ned Ity 
toe convention in ^iro of the economic conference not- 
withstanding Israeb intzansigence. The argument that the confer- 
ence invoh^ economic issues that must be separated fiom pol- 
itics does not have a to stand on. For one, tbe two types of 
issues, that is the political and tbe economic, cannot be separated 
For anotba, tbe United States always Itnls the two, as dem- 
onstrated in its attitude towards Viebiatii, Iraq, Lil^ and 

Cuba, just 10 pick a sbon list 

Ifone rakes the slogan ofthe Cano ecoDomicconfoenoe (Build- 
ing for tiie Future) seriously, then a solid foundation sfarold be 
laid dowiL An important prerequisite for tiiat is "innmi trust, 
which is absolutely laclring. We mentioned Israel’s signing tac- 
tics. We may add that Israel has adamantly refused to sign tbe nu- 
clear non-proliferation tre^. Nor has it been fortiicoiiiing on the 
issue of Egyptian war captives who were murdered by the Israelis 
in cold blood 

Unda these circumstaDces, nonnalisation of econ omic rtoatioos 
between tbe Arabs and Israel through such meebamsms as re- 
gjooal ecoaofutc confecenoes, te tantamount to ^ving Israel con- 
trol ova Ar^ resources to endartga Arab mterests. If o^ in 
self-defence, tbe Arabs should make it i m p ossible for Israel to eat 
its cake and have H, too. 


The writer is a professor of economics at Cairo UniversityL 
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Nehad 

Selaiha 

watches a 
new dance 
theatre 
troupe try 
out their 
wings at 
Al-Hanager 



Out of the cocoon 


After three years as lead dancer with 
Walkl Aouoi's Cairo Opera Modem 
Daoce Tliealre Conq^y, Kaiim £1- 
Tonsi decided it was time to cut loose. 
Woddog with Aouni has been a val- 
uable asqjeijeiic^ he admits, contrib- 
uting a great deal to the developmeat of 
his teotmiflai eWHs as a daocef. But 
there comes a time wbea one needs to 
cut the umUlical cord, define one's 
own views and attitudes, and pursue 
one's own dnmms; or rtighimaresi. 

The idea of 19 Us own dance 
tiieatK GOD^iany had hauntinp El- 
Tona fir some time beftrespelMft out 
to Ai-Hana»'s director Hoda Wasfi. 
At die time be was still wt(h die Opera 
Modem Dance co nyay, releasing 
Aouni’s Last bttayiew in wtdcli Nancy 
Q-Topsi, his sister, was storring as the 
Egyptian pamfier, Tahia Halim, on whose 
life tte work is based. Inevitably tins 
created tensioDs and divided loyalties. 
^ not for long. Oaee Wasfi gave the 
new company the green li§^ and work 
on the ddait pnxhiction began, dungs 
seemed to squsm themsdves ttio^. By 
Ai^ust Nancy Ei-Tona was dhdding h^ 
time between asi Internew and her 
biodier*a Al~Radwa (C ton te o tmaat), and 
the ^production ptoniaed in SqMaiiber, 
dumg the jExperimental The^ Fes- 
tival; but sinoe it played on the Singe, 
and only for one nig^ at H pm, very 
few people got to wa^ h. Whether 
Aouin was there tiiat to odebiate 
the official ‘cmning out' of Ids priaw stu- 
dent as cboreograpber, I do not know; 
but last Saturday vmeai4^/Zadwa star ted 
a dxree ni^ run at Al-Hanageri, befise 
movQ^ to other sites, I found him hug- 
ging everyfaotfy after die p erftmnance. 
The Tamia fa^ not Asqpointed hwn, 
nor me, for all it is worth. 


Like Aouni, El-Tonm uses movement 
and dance as vehicles for self- 
exploration, and comes iq> with highly 
subjective unagirmtive constructions 
that have a Idzid of personal urgency 
and are imbued widi ^ unsettling anx- 
iety of a vaguely perceived and dimly 
understood meam. The movement pat- 
terns and sequences are wavering and 
eiqiloratoty rather than de^tive, and 
diou^ the conqrosition as a i^le 
opei^ draws on the vemacnlar Idneiic 
vocabulary of indigenous rituals (which 
e^lains the relative absence of stzmgbt 
iizM and Byaway movements and the 
abundance of circles, ripples, svriils 
and spitab), its attitu^ to diese rituals 
and pmeti^ remains teasicgly pre- 
varicating and ambivalenL 
The ambivalence is structured into 
the piece, or, rather, is ^ stmctural 
prin^le which organises the varied 
foDdainc material into a develr^ing pat- 
tern of paraU^andoaunieiponits, and 
informs it with dramatic tension and 
irony. U even tnfbans the de- 

sign (which in the case of the female 
dancers su^ests a modem woman's 
salopette and the traAtional costume of 
the harem's odalisques, and in the case 
of the dervish both a wizard and an an- 
gel) and also controls die simple design 
of the set — a huge minor pying us a 
back view of the stage, ^littiog the 
same, as rt were, into two smultaneous 
contnsting scenes. In die absence of a 
namtive line the sequences of tmwgea 
are itnirad dtfou^ a central a 

amtoal search for peace, harmony tmd 
radi, wwri the unity of botfy, mwxi <mA 
souL At the be^nmng we rfimly 
gitnyiie, in a kind of soft-focus blur, a 

miua of wtXthtng bitman bodBcs ituride 
what looks like a e^riiodrical gauze co- 


coon descending ftom the flies. The 
p e r formance space is lined widi candles 
of vaiying ri/es , sm^ ones at the front 
and bigger ones at the back while a 
strong smell of incense wafts fimn the 
stage hrto the Gradually, 

the fwiman flgures detach diemselvtt 
from die pMsa, one by one, break 
tfariKigh the cocoon and shmg) down on 
the stage floor, forming a swirling 
wave of bodies diat rio^ cre^ to- 
wards us. The li^hriDS Jaeps die bod- 
ies disturbingly Am odiile highlighting 
the outstretched arms and unploring 
hands. When five of die seven wncers 
have emerged, we can clearly see two 
figures — a female and a hooded male, 
dressed in the flowing robre of a der- 
vish, a pagan priest or a ^iritual healer, 
locked in mmtal combat. The muric 
(emphatic, arresting, and somehow cal- 
cnltftngly cacophonous) oicheatiales 
die mauntiiig tension, braging it to a 
fienaed climax of uttoearaUe ;ntdi at 
die moment the woman breada free 
from tbe chdehes of the dervish to join 
the others outside the oocooil 
T he dervirit however, ia at her heels, 
and in ^ scenes that fbUow he be- 
comes alfismately the fiaeus of a^rirs- 
tioa for dds grotqi of lost souls who are 
lookhig for a sariour, and a sleek, sly 
devil that leads than into frenzied, or- 
giastic ceremonies dutf fimke tfiem 
slaves to his wflL Frequendy, the five 
female dancers, led by Nancy El-Tonsi 
and Nancy Arfliam, vmdly recall dm 
old Grede h»tvhsu‘ and Karhn El- 
Toosi's muacoUage, carefidly picked 
out from many staring sources, con- 
firms this impresaiotL Bud a^inst die 
Diooyrian prioi^le of chaos, ^lon- 
taneity and matiaiiali^ represented by 
the female dancers, the show pits the 


ApoUonian principle of order and ra- 
tionality and einbodies it in the only 
mai# figure among tbe fugitives from 
tbe cocoon. This male figure, phyed 
by Karim El-Tonsi, enpg^ the sensud 
dervish (play^ fay Hamdi EI-AiabO in 
but the conflict remains un- 
resolved. At tbe end of the battle the 
frenzied, raucous music with its mad- 
dening pagan beat stops, and tbe danc- 
ers wbo had fallen to fee floor in an 
ony of feverish, delirious wriifaing 
hemme sudd^y stiU. On one of fee 
two nights I was there this sodden 
pause was greeted wife huge applause 
from fee auditorium, ft was a pity, 
since it spoilt die effect of fee eloquent 
closisg sequence. As we savour fee ri- 
lence, welcome relief after all the der- 
vish music and zar beats, tbe characters, 
iaclnduig tbe dervtsb sow divested of 
his gannent, sit iqi slowly and look 
around them in wonder, tike people 
waiting frmn a nightmare; then tl^ be- 
gin to creep slowly towards each otto 
and boddle togmto in awed sSence, 
fonnirig a beautiful tableau vivanL At 
this moment ALRadwa seems to out- 
strip its synopsis as printed in fee pro- 
g r am TTW - To me, ft seemed to leave the 
sinqiie critique of rituals, spiritual sed- 
atives and supermens frtr bdund and 
to say that fee spiritual thiist and 
will just go on, just as fee conflict be- 
tween fee Diraysian and tiie Apol- 
lonian impulses in ^ of us will. If we 
must look for comfort, it seemed to add, 
we can only find it in fauman solidarity. 

AI‘Jindwa will speak to di ffa r ut peo- 
ple differently. One feing however, 
irin be unanimously acknowledged: 
that Karim B-Tonsi has proved a gen- 
uinely takated, intelkctiiaQy serious, 
and mghly ptximising chorec^tq>ber. 


Music 


Cedro Symphony Orchestnu 
Ahmed S-SaedL conductor; 
Boris Petrushansfy. jriano; 
Main Hail. Caifv 
f/ousei260a 

Throu^ito this concert we 
skated wife heavy weights over 
tinn ice and, dMpfte flaws in 
tbe Burfece, tbere were no 
breaks. 

Preaenting musical largesse is a 
dangerous business. High, 
wide and is an in- 

vftation to trouble. But it never 
came, if only becaiise tiK oon- 
rfiMapf fer^jgr nfirti riift land- 
scqie. The concert actually 
opened wife fee cooductoris 
own snail scale compositkni, 
winch he calls miniatures. His 
muse does not stay long Jt 
qiticldy moves off into ofeer 
areas. Music to trevd by: 
the means of transport, fee 

tTiMtinn^ is iiwtnatmal, ft is 
wfeat you see in passing tiiat 
matters. He sugasts pla^ — 
iifipiMigant places — - inip ces- 
skmistically, but never people. 
M^be he will grow into peo- 
ple, bat for now be stidcs to ob- 

Art 


A bit of 
splendour 


David Blake receives 
news from the fronts 


And onto Brahms, wfeose piano 
rnuac remains mi uosolved 
mystery. There is a lot of It, im- 
piuiuplus, sonatas, vaiiatimis 
which coruscate like peacock 
feathers, Scots ballads feat 
break tbe heart Yet the man is 
not beUnd this music as Bee- 
thoven is bdund his. Biahms 
was a social nqpstety. 
Hamburg gave a marine 
flair ftir meSamoiphoris. 

Tbe ^ piano ctmeerto is one 
offais two grto slrights of hand 
and persotoity. It moves wife 
fienmrii speed tfarou^ heights 
and de(^ and tiiea invests it- 
self bdund sbiouds and veils of 
poetic evarions, dnmineting 
out between liie and deatiL 
Boria Fetiusbansky was a prqifl 
of Hrinrich Neufaaus and has 
played wife oaoductors like Isa 
Solooen and Gergiev. U was 
marvellous feat be should play 


the Biahms concerto on feis 
visit He gave a straightfixward 
perfromanoe. Useless to detail 
the marvels of fee flrst 'move- 
ment Tbe drama of flie cruel 
siicing iqi of the keyboard was 
achie^ without eSbrt The 
muscular ferusts stfll retnaiued 
beneadi the music but these 
were never brash or shallow. 
UioB Schnabel be just sits at fee 
piano vdnie thunder md brim- 
stone ^ifeiiU around trim- Col- 
ourful sm^ng sounds are let 
loc^ and there is notlmig gory 
as is so often the case. TTie or- 
chestra chases breathlessly after 
this man whose fire a^ ap^ 
seem to ignite fee keyboard. 

In fee second movement 
Brahms is more abyUine. The 
sounds and arches of the notes 
whiter as feey tum mto mono- 
titluc arches rd sound. It takes 
coun^ not to try to 'in terp i et 
ril feis but to let it qieak for it- 


self He did the long, low 
husbed chords at fee end of the 
movemeot wife total eommit- 
ment The last movemeot al- 
ways seems bare but ft does 
grow, evofen^ becomiog an 
epiphytic orchia The pianist let 
mi^lf go, and fee notes flew, 
frtr out from ordinary life where 
it is dangerous but rewarding. 
Biahms, of course, can be 00- 
lossaL Eveiything comes out of 
bas crucible — rags, guto, life 
— all transfbnned whh a new 
gUmmerby Petzushanri^. 
Coming after Brahms Bruck- 
ner’s fourth sympbony, tbe Ro- 
mantic, seemed teeny. Like 
Mahler's fouife die wool Ro- 
mantic sits unsteadily iqx» ft. 
Is Bruckner trying his wmgs? 
Tbe symphony does take off— 
it flies. But in tltis pecuto form 
of Biudmer’s bi^ up, from pi- 
anissimo nofeingS to 
hultoaloos which always fail 


to burst, there is Ifttie feeling 
of Tommee. The orcbestia, 
which had dtxie well in tbe 
Brahms, seemed listless in tins 
Bruckner. Tbe boms were 
•confidem tfarou^iout and the 
strings in the second move- 
ment provided the sort of pQ- 
low that BruckBer deznazidB. 
In tbe third movement comes 
what is called fee ‘hunf. a 
hqiestry that betrays ghosts 
not people. Everything bounds 
towards a tiemetufams climax, 
then a gasp — oothing. Maybe 
sometiuDg romantic will omn e 
in the next movement which is 
long, and suddenly ends in 
frtu laendler sounds, almost 
Schubertian. Things are be- 
ghming to move. It is like 
news from tbe front How 
many nnssing? 

Bruner was a bard maatv. 
One must ponder potoly in 
tbe last section of this sym- 
phony. Someone bas died EI- 
Saedi does his best wife the 
juxt ap osi t ions. Really, Af»«»Eh, 
Bruckner maybe pots. Get 
comfortable, fee ^ is in 
sight 


The work of Aziz B-Hibi, a 
Moroccan artist resideiit in 
Switzerland, is currently show- 
ing at fee Mashrdnya Grileiy. 
It is tiie first time he has ex- 
hibited in Egypt — indeed 

gl anc fn g at mS cnmenhiin vi- 
tae, is qipeaxs to be on^ his 
second eriulutioii in an Arab 
country. \V7iat he shows is a se- 
ries of troll like cre at u re s , wife 
curioosly enlarged heads and 
oocasio^y bloated bodies. 
They are completed in a vap 
liety of media. 

There is somefezng vagudy 
fcmiliar about these creatures. 
The round heads are fiat, the 
features — reduced to fee es- 
sentials, eyes, nose, mouth — 
are desomed in fines, some- 
times incised tinougfa the snr- 
of fee paint, sometiines 
painted on. 'Die round bodies 
are just as setozatised wife 
ineiaons or painted lines stand- 

ing in for fingeis or toes. One 

py r f yarlgrfy boHlfiC CrettiUTB 
carries three miniatiire versions 
of itself in a Idnd of ,trnle 
fftif p g aiouad its airdrflCi 

of coutsd 

is a vague tur of malevoleDCC, 
but how c^d feere not be 
wife sutih strange, n hildliT ce 
creatures about Impass^ 
wife doll-like insenitahnity. 
feey are fee outlines that dul- 


The beastly baby 

Knowingly naive, and splashing about. Nigel Ryan 
on some unpleasant archetypes 


dien. adopt when n ep rc s c ating 
people — a hole for w moudi, 
hoto for the eyes. But tixiy are 
far from being faox naive. In- 
noceoee, even a stab at in- 
ttocenoe, is madred by its ab- 
sence. 

We are left wife 
fiu more contrived than sinqde 
doodles: btod in the way 
babies are bland, rfesceae in die 
way that only children can be 
obscene, knowing all about 
eveiytiung. widiout question, 
and completed — at least as for 
as the larger works go — in a 
nmge of finishes, from the dis- 
tressed to the frighteningly 
smoofe. 

EI-Hihi's creatures can do 
things. They can do coy, wife 
incised eye lashes and hand 
held in half hearted protest 
They can do coo — a seailet 
baby against a green backdit^ 
Sometimes fee hands are more 
substantiaL fioppy and ir- 
idescent, like dead crows. 

There are smaller pieces, col- 
our washes, outlined after ^ 


drippm^ ^lariies for ne^ to view. And it is tiiis feat you 
smudges for bodies, lent deosi- take away from tbe ochibitioiz, 
tion by a line of black. These do a feeling of discomfort What is 
even more dungs. They sit, or merely cute becomes merely 
crouch, or bog themselves, siiiisier. There is so poultice for 
They are uncomfortable things fee holes, no salve for tbe view- 
er of dieae placid ffo- 
tesques. 

It could all be rather 
maudlin were it not for 
tbe foct that tiie painter 
himself is so patently an- 
gled. He is sincere in his 
scraicl^azid — here we 
move into dangerous ter- 
ritory — rincere tn lus na- 
mse. Splash, scrape, dnV 
ble.spl^ 

I am reminded of Ed- 
ward Gory's tale of The 
Beastly Baby, the story of 
an unfortunate young 
coiqrlc blessed wife fee 
most ghastly infant im- 
agmable. Lave i^y in 
the sitting room aim it 
kills the cat, reduces fee 
i^lstoty to shreds, locks 
the table over and 
fee g^iests. And ft 



and it grew and it grew. At 
their wits end, the parents of 
tbe beastly baby would leave 
sharp implemeots lying aboiA 
but the infant simply used 
tfaese to mfUcc further amagiB. 
Is deapeiatioa they would 
place phials of add within 
reach, but baby just poured 
ih^m uQ fee rugs, burning 
boles and smiling sweedy. 
They anended public meetings 
with tbeft child and tried to 
leave it behind but some of- 
ficious attendant would al- 
ways DOiicp it and chase after 
the parents. On holiday at tbe 
seaside they floated it out to 
sea in a rubber ring and fee 
tide would bring ft back. Fi- 
noOy, they abamkmed tbe 
moosfrous child on a moun- 
tain ledge, where ft was 
picked up by B huge black 
bird. Bctore tbe unfortunate 
couple bad trekked to tbe foot- 
hills tbe sky went dark and 
they beard a loud, dsn^ bang. 
Tito talons of fee bm hu 
pierced fee child and at last 
tbe beastly baby was undone. 

In tbe Mashratriya, though, be 
ft alive and kidting. The beastly 
bdiy ft as beastly as ever. 

Ads El-Hihi, Mashrabiya Gal- 
lery. Far fitU details, see list- 
ings 


EXHiSmONS 


AztzEI-BIhl 

Getteiy. 8. CimpoBhe 
jk Di nn asna. Td 778 62S. DaOy etc 
Fti, 

See review, onioais 

One Bnodred Vein of Radio 
Ei-Bniu^er, Opera Hoar Grounds. 
Gore. Td 340 686L Mfy lOai- 
jJpH. Until 10 Mbv. 

Aadrt Malrtna ElMWUea 
Freedt Odatrri Came BeBcpuBs 
mmet, 27 Sidirt Abu dlam SUnewBa 
^ ffdwpeto. Ttl 417 4824. UmS II 

To nw* die 20di iniwtB wy of htal- 
mx's Ueilli , an olnlriiiaD, A3y filnn 
end a wied Iccwie prepaasne (earn- 
toa vameJordOBib). 

GrMp Exidbidon 

Ptmm GaOas. 20 Abdd^lsit Gairisk 
Sc, across itokamei Mahm/md A 
BA ajmde. Tet 3S5 8367. Daily oc 
Fri. I2pn-9pm. Until !4 Nor. 

PepelarCrafti 

Numtt GAay, 4 Uahuoud Abtd- 
Oyom SL c# B-Mddtana, He- 
Uoptdia Tel 248 0082. Ddfy Item- 
UutO l5Sa». 

An exfaifailhm of popolir enAs in- 
tnsswofks, and ail- 
, pottBy. ami«p)C8 end leUber 

pfodneta. 

Indian PtaotognplB 
Bcemt GoBeni Uan Camaus. AIX. 
ElSiOdt Rlkm Sl Td 357 S4S6. 
Daily 9am-9pm. tbail IS ,Vav. 
Photographs firim IndB. saged aa pert 
of Ae loaiBn Cahaal PudiaL 

Barry tvenon 

Casru BaSn GeBay, 17 YdtiarfB- 
GuauaSuBebB-Louk. Tel393I764. 
Daify ax Sia, 12pm.8pia. Until 16 
Nor. 

lone iMgMwi- photo-conespoDdaia 
for the Mddle Baat. Bany loroao. 
dbpliys wofks which orettie beifa a 
love of the deaen and oftoge f o nii a tt 

hlarif and jtl wngi^ly 

riaiMi Q.5n^ni (Pahnnsa) 

£ni« GaBoy. 3 B-NeuUm St, Zaai- 
abk Tel 340 6203. Dafy ax Sat, 
f0.iQaai-»m A ^Spm. UntU 22 
Nov. 

FarUFadel 

£t-Bamaga, Opaa Hotoe Gmeafr. 
Ctsra. Td 340 6861 lOan- 

9poL UMiSeNa*. 

lUiiiiiiy and drawing mder Oe dile 
Fiddt and GanlanL 

The Court Photography of Riad 
Chahain 

■Sony GuBery, Main Campus. JVC 
El-Sieiklt Ram Sl Tel 35? 5436. 
DMfy 9am-l2pm B AM - fcw t Uuil 
27NOV. 

ExhbidoD of hy the 

official photographer to the Egyptun 
ceort. BcfaK^ ret appreniiee poitiak 
of IibbbI end a pienn of Piiuje Fo- 
mdc. Egypt's stpreme boy aooia. with 
BBCb in between 


Till Tih Haihni ilti rilillilHim 
£wvr Ciagrry, Mam Camput, 
AUC, BBmack RUum SL Tef 
3S7 5436. Dafy ae Fri 9m- 
9pm. UntaSONov. 

An eifaibitiOB fiamriag ptneO. 
iqgB and drawiqga exeoted by 
AUC an Rodcds dreitc the ae- 
Bdeaieyar 1995-96. 

AnJntalc in Cgypdao Art 
Bate Benia and SpaM Caf. 
fait i wi a Ubtay. comer ef S3. 
ShrMi Rikan md Matsour Set, 

Domtorm. TNSS7S43fi Dai- 
ly ae Fri 8.30am.7pm: Dao- 
8.30am-5pm d Sa 12pat3am, 
UntilSObec. 


Listings 

NagB (1888^i9S^ fee 
Alexanfenn aristoend wbo ii 
sidered one of tbe pioneers ofiiie mod- 
ea Egyptian art sovemeoL 

MakBMW) Mdditar Mnaraw 
TArir St, G^ra. Dath etc Sun and 
Man, Ssnt'l.ifom. 

A ] « M«Mn ww cotlcGlioa of works Iqr 
the scnlpuir MSbinoad Mifeiiwr (<!■ 
1934), wboae gt ao te moaunxnt in 
Sod ZigU^ stands near Qaar B-N H 
Bridge^ and whose Egypt Awakadiig 
)twaine, nm ew ba t bwicdly, aa koo 

oTpoanevolaiiaaaiy Egypt. 

FILMS 


Alhrft GMsfife f Aapbalt rietDonil 
GeeAe t—utM j Abdd-Salam Arrf 
SL DowwliotwL Tel 573 9877. 7 Noe, 
tUfeWL 

Ureicted tv Onna Fawzy, the film 
wB awmfcd dw jiny's mire at die 
1996 Locnao Film Feafeu 

nc Wendcmil and BorrfUe Ulh of 
Leni RieCeastiU 

GeWka imfOtmti as above. 13 Alov. 
AMpm. 

Directed by Ray MuOae, dna d nee - 
hour documonny is pan of die aeriet 
OB (be tespoasibilitjr of thoR ailisn 
idio w«R deanfted as contrihiiHng 
their c Sb ti a to the Nazis rhidiig dreir 
rale of Geaa an y . (hr Gwmbi -wM 
Bluish stduitleai, 

Attn Sweat SlxtMB 
Jmatuse Otbaral CmUe. 106 Qagr 
ShtinlSt Caden Tel 335 3962. 
7 Noe. ^im. 

haBnn FUma 

BoBat Ctdaa^ Ctatre, 3 B-tkeiU 

a. MoseP SL Zamaiek Td 340 8791, 
Sa g pIc u B (p. Directed by Federico 
Femoi. 7 Noe, (liMK. 

Puqnaflno 5eaebeHa8e(l966): Oi- 
tectedbyLinaWeftmaIIer.'9 Nov. 

6pm. 

Edk» Re ( 1967 1. Directed by Ftw- 
Pwdo PeiOlmL 10 Nov, 6pm. 

Commvmal dnrmnt dumge their pro- 
every Mami^. The in- 
tit vam throng to 
Sunday r^er wAteA U a vise to ckodt 
with Ae ememat. AraUc films ae td- 
dom ndtdded. For information, cm- 
(M die venue. 

EMeotcl fftta Gentlemen) 
f*in~-T L 12 EumJeddtn .SL Doe m - 
awn. Td 779 537. Dally 10am. Jpm. 
3fm. 6pm B 9p«iL JU*o6 ( 26 July A 
Dawniown. Tet 575 5053. D^ Ipm, 
3.30pm, A30pm B VJttaML Beow, 
Rtm Sq. HAopolis. Tj 258 0344. 
Dauy lOam. jtpm. 6pm d S^m. UAo. 
23 EnmJeddhi Sl Downtown. Tet 934 
284. Daily lOom. Ipm. 3pm. 6^ B 
Ipm. 

Kona Pntaee, If B-Afi Sl Em- 
.wMJim Dowttimm. Tel 924 727. Dal- 
le /tet 1pm, ipm, Cpm B TRn 

b. Natr Cite. Tel 262 9407. Daify 

lOJOmn. SJOpm. 6Jtfym B 9.30pm. 
£l-Baam B-lBoan B, Can. Tel 
385 8358 Daify 10^ IpoL ipnt ^m 
At tel. tetet So. Mo- 

kandettm. Td 346 4017. D^ 
ran /. Ate Cay. Td 261 9407. Daify 
/OJtet J.34n. 6l5te dt 93tfym. 


TIk Mnem of Mr nd Mn 
MohnmcdMBlDmDMl KhnU 

J B-jUnitid Sl Dddd. 
Td 336 2376 Daify ax Mon, 
lOmnOpm. 

EgypiTs lergea coIfcreiaQ of 
o^^SiBy EDnpeno 
en. amewr»1 by die fane Mib- 
mood Khali], nclmfiag works 
by Cooifaet, Van Gogh, Cut- 
giiin, nd Rodin and a hoei of 
oqneHDntti mnka, hoiTit in 
the viDa once beloiqing to fee 
KlaEl'a and uaivnled obd a 
iniWCTim wife litde, if any. ex- 
pense apexuL 


gjgypfjan Mtoenae 
TdoirSq. Dowaown. Td 575 farM Fodel 
4319. Dally ae Fri, 8am-5pm; 

Fri 9an-Il.l5am A Ipm ^m. 

Tbe wodirs RtgeB yPeciwD of Pl» 
tapoic and Ptolcmuc tii'aiiiire. hh 
eluding nasaive g n iriir. oames mid 
fee mnllea btanctold otpects wed by 
fee AnciBU Egyptiane, aloag wife, of 
ooone. tbe coBttovmial memnaea 
room. 


Tet 575 6562. tkafy lQm.:lpm. 

IHjX Sl 1^250 0254. 

I2M 3.30pm, 6Mpm A 9. 

Vvr A Sm anfeRete -znow. J 
Maadi Grand Mail. gUZnuf B-Natr 
ifyoA Tel S52 5066- Daify lOem. 
Ipm, 3poL 6pm A . . 

TV piiii^ niiiBdertiBeatoffztrnnBB- 
tjonW^toS'^he AiiB st c a nji ivriii f nt 
fit’s an Amerkan fibn,,ifeBeBfeert) 
cdSas OB fee wirid to nnife, lives fee 
Eardi fiom de s auctioo on Ae Anfe 
day of fee fovaitioiL 

lOCTbeFbl 

.^....rpa l, Et-Berr^MeB. Aqx 
H^oudis. Dtafy Ipm. 3^ ^ A 
9mK7he^"Mii^aaw.Mai . 

K. a. OanSmB-NU S l 3U 574 
7436 Daby 10.30am. IJtfym, SJIfym; 
6Jtfyrn.9Jl^AmiU^ 

S tauing toad PitL Anfeony BopioBi 
nd JhSa OdugoA ciiiaaftiM in a web 
of 


Dtabefiqiie 
GibvSIUrdaa,£KSabaSt,Gba. 7^ 
360 6081. Ddfy lOJOm. /jqpfe; 
SJOpm, '6S0pm. 9jte A mddd^ 
gf ateii. 6SJbdd7tamdBadamBi 
Td 293 1072. 

3Jte^ 6:5teiA9JteL 
laabok AeSani nd Sbemn Stone ndte 

iw iWMi f \f 6fi»aMi — tin— 

RnmUe In Tire Brenz 
8te« 35'Tdad Hob SL Doumumt, 
Id 393 3897. Daify ftet 1pm. teL 
^mA9ym. 

JeefcyCbaB’stalBSt' 

DANCE . 


Netteel MUeifcBalMorMalGO 
Siobi MnU Opera Botae. Gaton. Td 
341 2926. 1545 Noe. ^ 

MUSIC 


The Arabic Made Festival wB con- 
tinue atiU 10 Noil FOr detailed pro- 
Sraaenc. see tetes hi feepmdoMV b- 
tueqyJiiAbnm Jndtfy. 

Laa MariantUBi da Weniei - 
G ombemiy e Tkeatre. GanAamfya SL 
Td34l2926. tt-lSHor, limn. 

FmA poffiet abeer for fee elnUrea. 

ChBdns'a Concert 
Mria BdX, Opera Hotae, Geslra. Td 
34J292&flNm rjatu ■ ' 

Peiltatmed by fee Cton SyntetoT ^ 

cbestia. 

JnConeert 
Bnamager, Opera Haase Oroiaidt, 
Gavo. Td3406861. llNoe.Bpm. 
Ydnn Khalil perfboni. 

Mate fhr VWto and Fine 
Boat BaB, ite Canvas, AUC, 55 
Shdkh gtha A. Td 357 3436 13 Noe. 

@£irti^ violoaat Yasrer El-Senfr 
paiiaaBOg wofet by Aahixf Fond, 
AUC’a rcaideDi rxnu p o a te, ndotbere. 

THEATRE 



StauiDg MaboDod Abtbd-AiB, 
Pomy nd EBnm Sbahm in yet an- 
oibw comedy. 


CaptieMe 
Mar Cbgb. OU Cairo. Td 362 8766 
Daify esK Fri l^ii Iput; Fri ton- 
Han A lpm-3pm. 

Foaoded ie 1910, fee manan boaKi 
a tSstingaBfaed GoQectioa of Copde art 
■to iocladog textile^ 

i ciipifc , ioaw aed aretaiteemnl Ae* 
tuRZ ioa po iu o ae bBOmaeBBe m ifae 
bean of fee Coptic ciiy. 

lahnleMBMm 

Pan Said & lOiiaad Maker 5L Bab 
B-AOmfy. Td 390 9930/390 1520. 
Daify out Fri, Ownrijpm: Fri 9am- 
liJOam A 2pm-4pm. 

A vbM ooDenoB of lahmic aiti Dd 
ciaili maduabiya, hutto- 

wn oan ai a. BdOes, wo m/ n wi, 
coina and ronarenpre diawo &em 
Egypt'a Fadmid, Ayyabid aod Mama- 
Ite poioda nd eiber eouolries in fee 
biaoKwoiU. 


Mosani oTModen Egypite Art 
Oprnn Haute Grounds, Gaira. Td 
340 6861- Octify ese Mon. lOem-lpm 
A 5pm-9pm. 

A inuteni dapby of end 

aatere ctosti^ tbe modem art 
oovenm hi Eg^ Inn iti earliea 
pioneen 10 hneal pnethianen. A me 
of fee at rouse tan Ih^ coi^ 

laa p oe a y an of tbe eiete. 

Mebmoed Nigil Maseom 
Cteem 9 Mahmoud dl- 

CbmeF A Ctsa. 

A imiwiau devnced Id fee of 


Mnwa (Tbe Fling) 

C e a a wj U. 12 Emadaddm A Dawn- 
anm. Td 779 537. Daify lOam. Ipm, 
JpOL 6pai A IfyUL 

Fatto AmcliOD EgyptaaniBed wife Ata- 
nred Zaki. Yoamn and Sherine Rada. 

Nasaee'56 

RimOII.26A July Sl Downtown. Td 
575 5053. Daify Ipm, 3.30pm. &5(te 
apmAIOpm. 

Aimed ZbIb. in fee tide role, makee a 
caeditable slab at BEpasanatiog the 
miBDerisma of fee late ptesideaL 

Etaqat Masbbonba (Dikii Liaisins) 
Miami. 38 Talaat Herb A Downtown. 
Td 574 5656. Daify noon. 3J0pai. 
5.3lfymA8J0fan. 

Smniag bie actor Adel Adbam, Smir 
Sferi te Jala Fahniy. 

Eraaer 

Tmhdr. 112 Tahrir Sl DokkL TH 335 
5726 Daify 3pm. 6pm A tte Earba i 
A a, IS Emadaddin Sl Downtown. 
Td 924 830. Dady lOimt. Ipm, 3pm, 
6pmA9pm. 

MWon hepoenble 
£7 Horrtyu O, B-Honwa MaU, 
Roxy. HdkmoUs. Daily /.Jtei, Ipm. 
J.3te>. 6.Jte>. A P.JC^ Tbur-Sof 

mkhi^ dtaw. Ransa BdUm J, Cor- 
mebe B-NU Sl Td 574 7436 
/0.30m, /JOpn. J.iOpm. 

9.30pm A 

Intense aetjoD aod fabotous apeaal ef- 
fecta. but siaaiiig Tom Cinise. 

Indepcadenea Day 

XaBa, 24 Talaat Hart 5L Dawntowa. 


^haBocdiae 
W^aee Jbeatre, Oradt Cam- 
pus, AUC EtSuSkk RBm Sl 
Td 3 S 7 S 436 7 - 4 ! Hat. W 
Bared CD the play by En npid ee. 
parfbtmed by AUC notietoi and 
rfireeied by Rtitoa Soon. 

in Makanegiim <Ibe Baf- 

fboBB) 

RBmmgtr, Opma Bam 
Onmub. Getira, 2d 340 6864. 
T-iTMre.Apm. 

-'Mitnxa '^Ei^ 
adlptod by Said Bu- 
nd fetetel .fay Qno Ab* 
dto-MoTamd. 

El-Teq W et C aw tza (The Ring 
andTbBBiacelet) 

Et-TtB’u Themtw. Aubu So. 
Td 937 948. 

Ydda &Tafaer AbUh'a me- 
te ipium adapted fee fee ibetoie. 

MwnUct E3.Ze'eb (ne 
Kingdom of fee Wohna) 

AIM BaUm EMSmanm HaO, 
Bbdtiyn Thaalr& Td59I 7783. 

Dncted by t'Uhil Alan. 

KMare^CTbeGjjsy) 
EkSdmm7bema.{^B-AbU 
St Ddfy ae Atom, 9pm. Td 
3352484. 

Dbeeted by Shaker Abdel- 
Lati£ 


BaDe(FiD&re) 

UadmM Natr Tbaatre. 7bioa^>fete 
a. Mmbnm Natr. Td 402 QR0A Daify 
tOpm. 

StBDing Salab EJ-Saattan, ditecsed by 
Samir El-AsibinL 

EMterir (Tbe Orem) 

ElSatam Tkeme, Qasr B-Abd. Td 
3552484. DdfyeseUou. 9pm. 

LECTURES 


The Irecune FBto Featfral Pn- 

tonwM n YnaaedChahtae Fton 

Goethe Institute. 3 Abdd-Sabm Ard 
Sl Downtown. Td 575 9877. 7 Noe. 
Sjm. 

Laeture by dir e cior Ycuuiy Nanlbib, 
meafecr of fee jiay for tire 1996 Lo- 
emo Film FeedvaL 

Tbe Syrma C3otliei ef Itonkhami 

T3m Netite r M nd a Am 

^"tdegp and AiMe StnOes. I Dr 
Mahmoud Asm! SL ZanaUc. Td 340 
00 76. 7 Noe, SJOpm. 

Lectiue by Dr ettntam Vogdaent 

Eaetwood, Ldda UmveiBty, 

All nfeODMiaa cooeet at tima of go- 
m gttpr eaa. However, it lemams «te 
to caet k with vanei Brn, smee pio- 
granmwB, dates and fenes are inl{jea 

to drenge at very short notice. 

Fime Itoeifeoae or send infannitioa to 
l^gs, Al-Akram Weekly. Gton Sl 
Ctora. Tel 57S6064. Fn 5786089ffi33T 

CompBedby 

friiy B-KasheF 


Around the galleries 



Marwan (}assab 


CALLIGRAPHY manuscripts, 83 in all, dftcovoed 
years ago m a closed room of Wikalet Al- 
Gbouiy, m cin^y on show at the Mvomi at 

Mod ww Art Some of titeni date back to the 16tii 
ccDtuiy. 

.-c itself tbe plastic ails jawc 

Fustat cerantiedsts, frie 
mate of Baft Al-Sinari, gypsum 
stained glass works, together with 
mg and ceramics by “fine nrtftte” sho^Se^ 

100 wortoby 50re- 

and engravings by Marwan Qas- 
f^EVfawed by Naoma 
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When two into three 


When is a biennale not a biennale? 
Vj^en it doesn't happen,- of cx>UFse. 
Hala Halim explores the drcurti- 
stances of Alexandria's very own 
now you see me. now you dbri’t, ar- 
tistic jamboree, and tracks down an 
elusive public collection of paintings 

Nm first time in its ftmr-deeade histaty the Ales- 
anom BiennaJe fiw the Arts of tbe -MediHemmean has 
an napasse. It ^^eacs, once apdn. to be ftcng 

Hdd midCT the aumices of Alexandda Oovanona& the 
D WinMe 8 d i w piecBd hirtBsy dnring'fiie reads 

_ nig htmare scenaiio taw. llw 

~T Wfiimalff Mm postponed from 
tM, LucBWia^ mwitmIa ’ hetd in • 

199 1, was a yposed odgizialW to be beld-hi 1989, -whae- 
toe soocGiim meanale-iras delved to 1987. 

As 1996 wore on, qoestkns b^an to-be ndsed about 
me possible caneeTlatToin of this year’s event, fean that 

allayed on 29 Maidi tlw dafly .ifMArnm died 

magmne, which qnoted the govenor of Alex- : 
aediia, Co on eeDor Ismail lu-Gawfliaqi, as string 
mere was no bam to ntmoois fiiat file biennale would not 
be gomg ahead. H-Gawtfaam went cm tn any fW prpyimi- 
^ fbr fiw evott vreie aiiieady weD ahead and mote 

countries would be participating in fl»ta year's event 
^ been eqweted. Yet as 1996 draws to a dose^ witii so 
tne nml e in agbl;- fte same ol^ - hoaiy joke has re? 
surra ced. and pe<yle.aig aaldng eaA otfier, orKt agiin, if 
it wonld xiot olanfy maflers to sin^^ l^ aMllrlfe the- event 

the triMHMite 

Ibe Almandhia Biennale was hamt^ted in 1955 W 
Russem Sobbi, the late patron of tiie aits **>*t one-rime 
head of the ci^’s mnniemali^. In a 1985 interview co n- 
ducted by Alemrtriaw artist EsnatPawestarin wife Srf>- 
fai, tte latter ei^lained that the id«i ^ a biwinwi* fra 
Meditw ianean arts wss'in tiie an; wiflt ^nhi and Italy as 
tile ihiiiie oontendeis ss .hoa& Bat Sobbi liwBtMMM to 
place his bid fiv Alexandria widi various gftngnU^ and 
thus secured the event for the <%. The venoe of the bi- 
eonate has ahRoqrs been tiw l&sems of Fine Alts' windt 
SoUn had fiamded die year befrne and wfaicii came to - 
bear his name. 

The biennak was ccmeeived as a xo^ffinnalion of die 
Meditenanean conqicoent of Akatandria's ideu- - 
tity. The first Alerandiia Bigrwi*iw was tTMtngrwfg ^ by 
President Gaznal Abdel-Nasser on 26 July, die an- 
nivenaiy of the xerolution. TIib partiapation of Nfin^ 
and die inehiaon of worid by UtriUo, Vunmndc; Denm, 
VuShad and CbagaD,' and in eariy bieinmfaff die par- 
tidpation erf the most o n W amnn gc ou t eujp oiaiy Egyptian 
artists, including Abdel-Baifi El-Oazzar, Seif WaaJi, 
Marguerite Nakhla and Abdel-Hadi H-Wedi^ meant 
diat die event had an m^pidons stBL 
Overseen by Hussein Sobbi for more than dnee dec- 
ades, Alexandria's tnennale bnfit an eoviaUe rqntatian 
as h beonne a fixhvB on die Mediteetaneait cxdtom rntf)^ . 
The only occasioo tihen die bkmude was posqwned dhr- 
ingSobm’sfiftrimcwasin 1967,dDelDdiewar.^fblT 
■ lowing bis iOaess and deadi in 1987 a psttem.of pro- 

crsstinaiXHi and apadiy set in,- and ^ event was 
re p e a tedly ddayed. EvriatnaDy die hfinisixy of Cottaie 

oSeied the A tormi^a Govcmoiaie ccmsideiable & 
nancfad assistance. Yet the eontineed bdc rif dedicated 
organisos io~A]exaadna fiidled' grow ing omceins that 
die-biemiidowoiddiead-ig^^be^ ahogetfaer.- 

Thus, wfaen in 1993 the evdit ifid not' take place, Daw- 
estarin was deiegated by ibe Mmsby of Cohmeta head 
the Hussein Sd& Museum of Fine Aits and to piq»ie 
fra the eishfocailhbieniinle. 

Despite bureaucratic obstaides and.B dearth cxf com- 
perent administiative stafi^ Dawestariri- managed, in 
record tinw^ to org ani se a brnmafe oonstdeied 1y many 
to be the bc^ in over ariecade. He ensured that ^gov- 
cmMate come dirai^ with sums necessary m fond a 
much-needed paint job for die rrmsenm. Amoi^ other 
aduevements of DawestaritTs te roire was the ctBxqnl^ 
tion of a stn4y on the histoiy of tiie jaftawitionsl coiDpeti:- 
timi, BiefaaJe d’AleiaaAia (195S~I994): Etude Us- 
Anijue; pnblidiBd at Us ovrii<ayease..TTienieti cn lopB, 
exhaustive docrtmenlatMO provided m die vtdanm was » 
mean feat, consideimg, as Dawestarin esmlauis in the 
pzefiM^ dim hanfiy ai 7 material was avmlabfe in the xau< 
seum,' cod diat .izadkhag down mfiirmatioo very ofiOL 
tumed into soroetibmg lesembting a wild ^xiae chase. 
Dawestariii resigned in 1995. Iwwevec; placing die task 
of y**»»*g the Wwtwwt^ tr^edier fimly b*** in die 
coat of tbegovemcaate. 

What exphmations, dieo, wonld goyama- of Aleac- 
. andria, CormseQor El-Oawdiaqi forwar d for the fact foat 

» die mneteenlh bieziBale hu not ttkenplade in 1996 de- 
^ the stateniemlre' made -in March? While die Alex- 

andria Govenosate w» sot avafiaUe for pn™^^ Ma- 
ja-Geoeral h«miii Aim Shlefo, uader-seoetaiy for 
to i i riam and g»mn>gi' resMts vriio wofta at the AndiOKi^ 
for Tourism PranxiriB&-^ council of ^rinch is chaii^ 
by die governor, inoie fratfacaming. 'The btgnwtg is 
held once every two year^” Abu Sikab b^an confident- 
ly, *>nd ^ hat event, m 1.994, was pos^Kmed fiom 

1 ^3. Now, ndnu we started lookiag hno die Inennale of 
1996, we, wtdl we fe«nd we conldnt hold h beearne it 
emncided with a biennale ^ 1 don’t know of wfaat exact- 
ly — held m CaaD.” 

Given- fbat sndi cooieideaces axe bound to occa, eonld 
it pp*q»g be tint dte'Secoid Akxandrm Wdrid Festival, 
Ik»m six weefrs-sgo; diverted tiie anthoribes* atten- 
tion fitan die bkamiw Ahu Sdefli, in Ms, c^iaeait y 'as 
seui et ai y of the higher oonsnittBe the Second JUex- 
andiia Wdrid Festival, wmrid be m a poatiin to aziswer 

diat question. 'Bat be scoffi at the sirgge^on. & goes to 

great leiigdis'to pin die the foOiice of the. festival par- 
bculaily of opera OieSb; oMd die prorhaxr and more 
eificaliy, on his nu^mded dance of a PR rxiin>Miy 
whidi tnidBndled die sales. Aha Shleib 
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tben leafs through a file of trascellaneous iWnmf»n»e on 
die bieanaie. He paoses ax a fox dated 16 October ad- 
dressed to die governor of Alexandria, sent Ahmed 
Nawwat; head of the Natiorial Ceritte of n&B Alts. 

hr .the fiix Nawwar reiterate s two requests already 
made ta the ^vemor of Alexandria in return for the cen- 
tre's financial iipa to die biennale. The governor, tbe 
lettcrrestsles, is to issue a decree to tbe effect that in fa- 
tare bodi die bioniale and tbe HmKahi Sobfai Museum of 
-FhtoAitrbe aqiervked by the centre. “And who could 
idinquiah die prt^ierty the go v e r nm ent?” remarits 
.Abo Shldb in tones of finality — overloolm^ tbe feet 
fliat Nawwar’s request involves an adzninisbalive trans- 
ferofantiicaity from one governmental institntkm to an- 
OdMX. 

Jnst how big, theii, is the budget necessary for holding 
die bieimale and would Alexaiidiia Govemorate be im- 
Shk to fom dto biennak bin riiiglobandedly? 

Abo Sbl^ efaums that for tbe eaghtieeitffa biennale 
Alexandria GovemontB advanced LB100,000 for the 
lenovatioo rtf the mnseam and that the Otj^ausation for 
Promoting TooisiD ofifesed LE15,000. The Mmistiy of 
Cnhure end the National Centre of Rne Aits, aocadtog 
to Abu -Shleib, and as later conoberated by DaweSfeshi 
and Nawwar, financed — as in previous years — the 
fizntk Txxxssssiy for tbe swards, the travel and accomoda- 
tion eoqxnses of artists and jury as well as the printing of 
. the catalt^ues. Abu Shlrib coDcludes that the finaz^ial 
hgnit (tf the National CeDtre of Fine Arts is indiqiensible 
for the biennale — be wn ptie«j the current im- 
passe. 

Asked whether he tiMXQhf Alexandria Govenuraie 
could sponsor die bieiinale ak^ Dawestasbi is ve> 
hqaiiendyaffinnative. *Tbe question is not whether Alex- 
.andria Govemorate can affeid to hold the biennafe with- 
out extenial finatwHai assistaiiee — of course it can. In 
die it always footed the ImU,” be pants out, addto^ 
that in the course of pr^ieiations for the previous bi- 
ennale he had fnrmeA an Assoeiatiein for the Fzieo& of 
the Bigtmale, enm j iriemg pr ominent figures in the ci^ 
who could pOtOOtialN. offir finoneinl maw-etmee aS wril 
as act as a fold laUmg netwodc should die Ministzy of 
Cubnre widihold smqmEt. He icsnaiks, however, that the 
association has not bmveiy active recently. Dawestasbi 
ato poinls cm that diere is no reason donations 
oodid not be g a fored from local businessmen in letum 
ibrpiibfiei^. 

To Dawestarixi, as weQ as to odier artists and ad< 
ministiatois interviewed, tbie troe learon for die inqjasse 
is die lack of aiQr real interest m oc oommitmcsit to the bi- 
eawtwie oo "tiie psit of AlcMsidiia GoveisocBte. Indeed, 
deqpile die mcreasnm 
of ail 

things in Cairo, the 
govemitaate seems to 
fade mtoest in any 
fimn of patronage <tf 
the arts beyond the hi- 


anguid {dioto-qiqiortuitities. 

“Cuhi^ life in Alexandria is uiL.. It started waning in 
the late '70s... I have reached die stage where, had it not 
been for my love of Alexandria, I w^d have lefi," s^ 
Alexandrian aritsl AH Ash oar. 

“There is no inteiest in the biennale or in art in the ad- 
m ii ustiation of the ourrent governor of Alexandria," 
cn i i im eii te Alexandrian artist Thaiwat El-Bahr, die new 
bead of the Museum of Modem Art in Cairo who curated 
die Egyptian wing at fbe last biennale. “Nor riidiild there 
be a budgetary mobkm widiin the govemorate to pre- 
vent it from boirfog the even." he elaborates. 

“Alexandria is a sad city, cuhuially eroded 1^ tbe 
d^,” comments painter and rUustrator Gamil S hafilr. a 
prize winner at the last biennale. “It is a weO-establisbed 
practice that the governor or mayor of a city should play 
a role in promoting its artistic life," be adds, “but tire 
governor, of Alexandria patently does not care for cul- 
ture, And since the governor his not come tbzou^ and 
is not inteFested in co ntinuing the biennale, the transfer 
itf the bknnaJe to any authoii^ that might ensure the reg- 
ularity and continuity of tbe event wt^d be wdeome." 
Tbe National Centre of Fine Arts, he asserts, is perfectly 
<piaKftftH to handle tbe biennale. 

What then of that other requea put by the Natioial 
Centre of Fine Arts — the transfer ^ die superviaon of 
the Hussein Sobhi Museum of Fine Arts to the centre? 

The two-storey buDdmg on Menasce Street, Mubanam 
Bey, was constructed in 1954 to house a collection of 
some 200 pamtings of European art donated to the mu- 
nieipelity,.and to function as an exhibition and concert 
vemie. The conqilex, the venue of the annual Inter- 
national Book Fair, is often frequented on account of die 
Mumdpa] Ubraiy which was also relocated to an sd- 
jonring b inldmg - 

WhDe'die fresh faint the museum received prior to the 
last biennale is not yet peeling, the levival die vmue witr 
nessed duiii% Dawestashi’s tenure seems to be already 
wearing off. “While he was head of the mugeum , Daw- 
estariii fined the place widi activities — exhibitions, con- 
certs, theatre, film- All sorts of per^le benefitted a great 
deal from these activities, and not just those are in- 
terested in painty and fine arts" comments Ashour. 
“Unfratonately, since his rerignation, the place has gone 
back to beh^ a bureaucratic gfw emm^rai mstitutioiL 
You go to see an exhibition b tbe evenii^ and they tell 
you it's closed, come bac& in die rnoin^ Anywhere 
else in the world, exhibitions are open in the everting 
when people can @a arid see tiiem." 

The fimdamental requisites of any mnseam are, it 
woold ^>ear, stQl lactog, doe to the govemoate's un^ 


Art for the people 


During.'tiie R* j ywi AfaxaaAxa Wodd.Fesrival fast Sqi- 
tember flic Kssein Sobbi Mnreom ctfRne Arts held aiL 
exltibitiai (tf a of jMmtings from its pezmianeat 

coTtecrion, m y M «*»** to wades by c o aitMipora iy Alex- 
nwuhinn artists. It bad been some time smee die puUie 
had seen any of the wo^.fit^ Ihb permanent coDeo- 
ti ^ Among- the iMiirftHgs that emeiged fion st oi^ e 
were wads anifozted to Salvat or Ro sa-G616-1673) and 

to GiuztiNAtistaTtepotoO^^^^TTfty.-- 
The odre eolkctm'^ the n niOTiui; 'o o i hmris i ng seme.' 
200 puintingy, was, accoci^ to_ a pmqtiifo 
DawBstadii, ^^*»***t to tbe Mnnieipahty of Atexanmia 
—riW riitft «w«iiMy by a Gcnnan octitecto^ Edward Fiekl- 
iwam hi an mterview with Daw esta fo, Ih issehi Sol^ 
once die I rw* of mintieipaJity, leuuuiiis die following 

“When 1 mowed to Akasndria and was qipomted di- 
reeicr of the mamc^afity, I fond some beanti fo 
tmes thrown in the basenimt-. So I mimeaafoy nioqght 

of bavins e iiniseiioi binh Ifo them], md to add to fhem 

noce. And X <Sd have the Mnseam of Hne Aits 
built in 1954. It was zneqgaztaed by fee levctinlkmy 
Uai^hip, tty GasBi Abdd-Nssser, on 26 July 

1954,” 

Y«.Tiriflrto b*^ ”t^«»ltot h e ba s ei ne of ofthemu- 
ineiiia&. the coDeefoe. it wonld men, bnd been ez- 
fafimThi fee IDtfa U editkn oMfoBORtoie; Haw to 



See It, .by Alexander R 
Coty, we find the fbl- 
lowing entry; 

“The Picture GaHeiy 
is situated in Rue 
Abonl-Danlaa [siic.] near the Libraiy. It contains more 
tiian 200 psetues and iqrrodoetim of masterpieces. Ad- 
mission price is one Piastre and it b open 9- 1230am and 
4-63(^iin,-fiom 1 JaDeto.30-SqiLaiicl9-12J0am md3- 
■ 530pm, from 1 October to May 31. . 

Route: Tram marked vritile star or green petaL 

Ttemfiire: 1st class: I 'pfas^ 2nd class: 1/2 Piastre.” 

The Ptetore GaDeiy may well be die Freddheim coUeo- 
don, given fee inimba of pamtings is the same. In 
any event, the new nww™ was erected on a piece of 
land donaf^ .Ity the Baron de Menasce. 

. AxDond core collection odier collections ao- 
emmlated. In tbe panqtidet on the iwiwimt, for exanqtie, 
Dawestedii slates tiiat a ■nTwwVvT of Orientalist panrtmgs 
' were* dniated .by Mahmoud a fian- 

oophne coUeefo, Mahmoud KhalS's villa m GizB has ze- 
cemty beto opened as a naiwaro boosing bis mam eol- 
leciioD of Euibpean an. Ihe. Hussein Sobhi Musoim of 
Fine Ajts, fart tom o r e. acquired a number of wmte from 
oontenqxaaiy Egyptian' artists, including oil pair^gs, 
watexemoms, litiiogi^ihs and scolptures. It is in this last 
category, one assumes, that some of fee works exhibited 


the Alexandria Wedd Festival, like diose of Sdf 
Wan^ Abdel-Hadi El-Gasar, Mohamed aiul Rife* Na- 
gni and Margot VeOlon, belong. 

Tbe exact tnunber of works that firm the p ermanent 
collection and fee provamnee of each zemait» rmclear. In 
fee latidiore accorrqmying the exhibition, for example; 
die work ^ Tiepeto is described as “Series of Studies fbr 
Co mp o riti on" which leaves the viewer in fee as to 
bow many more studies there are and whefeer they are 
part of fee coUectioL Likewise, oenhertbe dhncnsioiis of 
the work nor its {aovenance are provided. 

On my visit lart wedc to tbe Hussrin SoUti Museum of 
Fine Arts, my request to ^ fee coUection was refused. 
Could one lo^ at die azebives, perhaps? It was out of the 
qutotiem, answered die custodian of paintingy fintm fee 
pennaneiit coUeetian, Mrs Khaleida Ahmed. Are all the 
wodcs in ite eoTleefem repscered in fee arebives? Mss 
Ahmed niaimai tw feat they are, though she a d niii v rhai 
there are no photogr^hs of the wc^ as Two pro- 
fessors fiom the Faculty of Fine Arts, she claims, are cur- 
rendy at work taking stock of die permanent eoUectioo. 

Arimd about the storage conditioos of tiie pennaneat 


wfllingness to ear-mark a budget for the uf^iading of the 
venue, expfams DawestashL Depute Ins repeated re- 
quests, he says, fee govemorate did not siq^ly such ba- 
sic necessities as typewritars, a xenudng marhtnft a pro- 
jector for slides, or a vriiicle capable of tran^xMttng 
pamtings, nor did it advance funds necessary to repair 
the leaking roof. Another index of fee ^ne^ ihl^ida- 
tioD of the museum caused by long neglect is its library 
of art books. 

“Ibe first tiine 1 saw the Hbraiy was with [fee late 
Alexandrian artist] Seif Wanli, who unlocked it for tne. 
This was sometime in fee '70s,** explairis Ashour. “The 
library was fiiD of reference works on art but they were 
already quite moth eaten. I don't know where the library 
is DOW.” 

Dawestasbi mamtnhis feat fee libi^ still exists but 
that a large number of the books are in very bad shqpe, 
having bm left to moulder away. 

It is, however, the museum’s permangn coUection of 
paintings that is in direst need of the qualified attention it 
stands a chance of receiving fonild tiie venue be trans- 
ferred to tbe siqiervisioQ of the National Centre of Fine 
Arts. Rather than remain on di^lay, the pamtings have 
long since been d^ioshed m a room in the imisemn - 

Dawestashi says that during his tenure as head of tbe 
museum his repeated requests for pr o p e j restoration of 
die much dsmaged paintings — which include works by 
Italian and Dutch masters datrng from the aightaanfe cen- 
tury and earlier — went unheeded. Asked vfey the per- 
manent collection is not exhibited — the pmpose, after 
all, for which tbe mnaMww was built — Abu Shleib has a 
re^ answer “To exhibit such rare painringg you would 
need tight, and costly, security." 

Perhaps feen the 1^ word on both the biennale and die 
museum should go to Ahmed Nawwar, of fbe Na- 

tional Centre of Fine Arts. 

“The centre requested tbe goven^ of Alexandria to is- 
sue a decision giving us foil jurisdiction over the bi- 
ennale in order fea t we nu^ tnaVa fee atiiaWa prepaf*- 
tions. But to ^ day fbe decision has not been issued by 
fee governor. 

“Time is runnzng out," says Nawwar, “and the delay 
does no good for tbe bienn^ or for Egypt's reputation 
and oedibility on fee mteznational oohural scene:" 

As to the centre’s request regarding the maseum, Naw- 
war plained: “The museum en»t«m* a coUection of 
painti^ by foreign artists, aJongskte Egyptian works. 
For a years now tiie govenia has not made the de- 
cision [to transfer the administiaticm of the museum to 
the centre]. This eiqxises die pennanent coUection to 
damagp, and also means that the museum is not property 
exploited, ritber culturally or econom- 
ically." 

In addition to iqigrednig the museum 
and pladng it under electronic sur- 
veillaDce, says Nawwar, tbe centre would 
ensure that the permanent coUection re- 
ceives erqieit restoratioL 

At die last biminaJe; from left: AHnister 
ofCnltnreFanmkHosiii, Head of the 
Nadonal Centre of Fine Arts Ahmed 
Nawwar, Major-General Haaem Abu 
SUeib, Govanor of Alexandria lamril 
El-Gawthaqi and Alexandrian artist £s- 
mat Dawestasbi 

collection, ex-head of tbe museum Daw- 

lined tbe walls in a roomTra'^m 

premises wife no thon^t devomd to tbe 
conditions of storage. 

“While som e of fee works," be says, “were in rel- 
atively good confetion, others were in bad riiqie but sal- 
vagewe and yet others were conmletely destroyed." 

While Dawesfeshi was head of fee rmracaroi, he adds, 
he “refused to come near fee permanent coUection, due 
to its poor condrtioiL.. 1 wanted a qiecialised co mmi ttee 
to be formed to documait the works as they are then re- 
store feem." 

But in fee opinion of Major-general Abu 

Shleib, under whose authority fee museum falls, storage 
gnnrittLing should DOt cause undue worry thou^ many 
people would perhaps be less irn girine about fee damp 
elirzutc of die coastal city bring p e rfect for fee ud- 
monitored storage of ra^r works of arL 

*Tt is as tiamp in my house and yours," offers Abu 
Shlrib, “and besides, lestotaiion is mexpensive: tbe 
worits we riiowed duriire fee Alexandria World Festival 
were restored before tne esdubMoo. Tlieir restoration 
cost only LEI ,000." 

Asked what was involved in the r estor ati on of tbe 
works, Afo Shleib explained that it involved tbe rqe i r 
of chipped frames and the cleaning of paintings. 


Culture 13 

What constitutes an ideal book 
review, and nfeat are the qual- 
ities that maik fee ideal re- 
viewer? Perh ap s such mres- 
turns are lednndanl since feere 
are, potentially, as many an- 
swen as there are leadm of 
books. 

Should a book review surely 
describe the contents of a ^v- 
ea volume in a is 

as free of value judgments as 
possible? If bocto are news 
Items, which appears m- 
oeashigly to be fbe case, 
should they smqily be re- 
ported? Ceatamly mKrh a stzafr- 
egy plays safe, but is this ufeat 
die readers expect? 

Tbere are those, of course; 
who want file reviewer to ^ve 
his or her own jur^ment, to 
say whether ^ book is good 
or bad and, prefoabty^ why. 
Reviewing should not be re- 
duced to the stains of coo^ 
pletely objective reporting, if 
indeed there can ever be snch a 
tiling. Ba here, of course, oth- 
er problems arrive. Lfanaiy 
circles are geneially close kmt 
Reviewers Imow writers, pub- 
Ushets know reviewer all 
tiiiee are involved in an in- 
tease, tymbiotic relatiooshq). 
It is a closed worid, and one in 
which favours are done, old 
scores settled, badcs scratched 
— m short, the towr of r^ 
views can all too earily be gov- 
emed by social eonsidmatiaos. 

Book reviewing, of conrse, is 
an mqKutant part of the bode 
trade in the West The interest 
reviews can excite in any giv- 
en title is considered of caor- 
mous inqiortBiice by publish- 
ers. And indeed tbere are many 
journals published in fee West 
devoted exclusively to book re- 
views. 

The Londm Review cf Boots 
is one such tide. It appeals 
twice a month and has built iqi 
a stable of etninefit levieweas, 
inchidmg Edward Said, 
deed, the current issue of the 
ma^rine cntitains a mece by 
Said, “Lost Between War and 
Peacd' in wbirii he describes 
his recent travels wfo his son 
in Palestine. lUs, of course, is 
not a review but, as fee assist- 
ant editor Jeremy Harding told 
me. The London Renew cf 
Booh is keen to ^ve its con- 
tributos as much teew^ as 
possible in writing on subjects 
in which tiiey are in terested. 

Until very lecentiy The Lon- 
don Review of Books was 
closely linlred wife anofeer 
pubbcatioi, the New Tmk 
Book Review^ which appears 
on the otiier side of tiie At- 
lantic. 

To marie its centenary, fee 
Nom Ymk Book Review has 
published a ^lecial issue con- 
taining what it deems the most 
significant reviews to have 
pored on its pages in over a 
century. 

Reviews, dating back to 
1896, nichide such titles as The 
Brothers Karamazov, Lord Jim 
and Sons and Lovers. One of 
the most notmeable things 
about tins pubfication is the ev- 
idence h finniidies of tbe pub- 
lication's pendbairt for the 
amuring beiunine. A review of 
Margaret Mitchell's blodc 
buster Gone with the ITbu/ car- 
ried the headline “A Study in 
Scariet”, Aldous Huxl^’s 
Brave New World was re- 
viewed fee 

‘Funire Shock” while Ernest 
Hemh^way's For Whom the 
BUI Tolls carried the suital^ 
Hemmgwayesque l^end 
“Worth Figbti^ For". Wrich 
teings me bade to my initial 
question. Wbat qualities marie 
fee good reviewei? 

Certaidy tiiere is a stn^ 
belief in reviewers lestncting 
tiiemsrivBs to tiieir own areas 
of expertise, which seems to 
tie in to a generri trend to- 
wards ever znereasing qiedal- 
isation. Yet unfortunately spe- 
cialists v^ often get too 
enmeshed in tfaerr own erudi- 


tion, and a di^itey of e:^)erti8e, 
however exerting it ought be 
for other exp er ts, can often 
maif* fell! reading for tiie gen- 
eral, Don-^iecialist public. 

Often, of course, the re- 
viewer fella into thm brid all 
elaas — tfao maiij OT Woman, Of 

letters. I weO remember 
George Orwell’s fetnewt, pub- 
Hriied in a 1946 essay Confes- 
sions of a Soot Reviewer, 
about fee pitfalls of tills port- 
manteau trade. He writes of 
one particularly dautrl^ puk- 
age eiziving firxn his edhor 
con t auii Dg five books, m- 
chuHng A Short History if Eu- 
ropean Demoawy, Tribal 
Customs bi Porti^tese East 
Africa and SUaittfic Dairy 
Fermir^. The tides, suggested 
the editor, would go well to- 
gefber in a conqiosrte review. 

Orwell describes tbe pro- 
fessional reviewer’s lot as less 
than enviable. It is, writes 
grim way of life — m- 
voitmg reactions to books 
about which he has no spon- 
taneous feeling whatsoever." 

Reviewing books is un- 
doubtedly a craft, a UnH of 
journeyman activity. But it can 
also be an art, as reviewers 
from Hazlitt to RritwimH 
SM have consisteotiy riiowtL 
Pedups I should return die as- 
sistant editor of The London 
Review <f Booh, who defines 
the 0 ^ of tiie reviewer thus: 
“to .stnuulate, to argue, to cel- 
ebrate, to pirech (occa- 
sionallyX to explain, to amuse, 
to popularise new to 

keqi fee conversation going." 

Mursi Saad EhDin 
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Amidst imDGuis of scandals 

and financial mifl - 
management, in an UIl- 

precedeDted ntove, tbe Gem 
^poftiqg C3id> has been 
pii |^^ under the adniisistnr 
tion of an e aii aqr diua iy iater- 

im board, ivwninaterl on ig 

October by <Rder of die Su- 
preme Coundl for Youth and 
Spmts,headedbyPdnieMin- 

ie ter yatwal E I-fi anwH irf- 

Hie move was mooqitBd by 
the &ct that th? Annual Gen- 4 
enl Assembly, due to con- 
vene on 16 October, bad 
toiled to take place. Under the 
presideney of fonner pmne 
intoisla' Anto Sedki, tbe inter- 
im bomd a list of 

nameg wtoch reads like die 
who of Curene bosi- 
ness and govec a inent: Haaetii 
Hassan as taeasurer, AH Wali, ^ 
Samih Anwar, Mohamed Bar 
liah, Abdel- 

^^ab, ISBoail El-Shafie, Ra- 
gaa Att^ and idofaamed 
Sbeta. Abdel-A^ El-Shafie, 
the club manager, was re- 
called to Us iriiere he 
will remain until the in- 
vestigadon currently in 
t rogre ss is cooqileM and 
new elecdoDS are called in 
OotobCT 1997 at die latest 

Ihe Gcaha club^ lUs bas- 
tion of propde^, whose dis- 
tmgfrished m em b m include the pre- and 
post-ievolutioD crime de la ahne^ bas 
no g natwiB about publicly airti% the 
open dft between the meatoers of the 
former board and its {resident. Dr Ha- 
sbem Fouad. Accusatknis are flying and 
fingers are pointed in all directions. As 
mnsident of die board. Dr Hadiem 
Fon^ is held re^xnsible for diis on- 
omal state of afiton^ but while membeis 
of dre defiiDCt board are not fordicomiiig 
with grplatMlinns, Fousd WelCODKS 
questions. 

Fouad is no stran ge r to uuiilroveisy 
tnwfthmg on his Style of 
and the use of the powers vested in htm. 
As dean the Faailty of Medicine of 
Qur El-Aim, he has had his detiacto i s 
and his admir eis and has tairiw both in 
Us stride, fhTTigging off criticism with 
majesty and acce p t m g accolades with 
but, as foimer Gezira board 
member r epr e s enting die club’s young 
generation, HUie El-Sbeikh lemaiks: 
*t)r Hasbem Fonad always inspires 
stnmg fedutgs. He is adored by his fol- 
lowers and active^ hated by his op- 
ponents.” 

The eootrovet^ enveloping Fouad's 
dictatoiiai ways is therefore not new. In 
Feteuaiy 19St2, Sayed Marri, the late 
of pailiain^ qiealdiig to the 
sports tepottu of 

paper, commented: *niiat the honoor- 
able Dr Hasbem Fouad, {nesideDt of the 
baud of die Geziia [Spmrthig] Club is a 
dkdator, is indiqwrtable. I would not be 
suipsised that Ite concurs hnnself with 
this c^miion and is not bothered by it in 
the least He was a regular dictator at die 
Faculty of Medicine of Qasr EZ-Aini, but 
it was under Us iron rale that the hos- 
pital was completely iqigraded. There 
are certain v^ere nodimg 

short of dictaloirii^ can save the day.” 

Not sutpririn^y one is tonpted to 
draw pazdlels between Fouad’s chal- 
lenging attitndes as dean of foe Faculty 
of Medicine and as president of die Ge- 
zha chib. In bodi cases be was foreed to 
account for Us very personalised man- 
agemeal tecbniqnes. He has no prabJem 
admitting that he considered biinsdf the 
U^iest aothority in both cases, and he 
has always act^ in consequence. He 
does not need aboard, be says, to make 
deciaons; in the best of cases, the boaid 
win (Hily slow down the implemeatatioQ 

necessaiy measnres. If something has 
to be done, he just does h. 

is not interested in die outco m e of 

j ffK fh decisians,'' finwee Ramri Ttnittidi a 

chib member who bas ran against FoaiU 
twice abeady in die club elecdons and 
lost “He seems to ignore the toet diat 
there is a democratic jxocess that should 
be allowed to take ptece,” edioea Mah* 
wiftiul Maldiknif^ a dub member. 





Lebanese 
“Ablama" chicken 


li^redieatB: 

One (ott m 8 parts) 

400 gms. baby onions 
3 white flour 
1 tb4>- lemon juice 

1 bu^ paisley leaves (findy du^^ied) 


70 gms. bine nuts 
One bomllon cube 


Comdl 

Sah + pe p per -i- ati q>^ 4- 3 cardamom 


Method: 

Peel the outer crust of the onions and 
only one layer without ronovii^ the 
tips or die ends, keqri^ them whole 
and intact Wash the diidoeo parts and 


season them with salt and pmer, then 
gnrinicie one tablesDooiifol of flour over 


i ^nMe one tablespoonfol of flour over 
them, coating the paits. In a flying pan, 
beat some oH and fly them goh&i on 
both skies and remove oo kHatea blot- 
ting p me r. In a pan, heat some 

m ore and fly the onknis ggld- 
ored in colour. Add toe remainh^ flour, 
tt i i i'p m g it ^ritfam die onions until it 
slightly cokwra, then add toe filed 
^ln<»itafi parts phis one ciqi of water and 
tiie cn be. Bring to boil, stining in the 
cube until it melts, then add the pq^, 
aiigtiae aod the cardamom. Cotw and 
dim mer ovcT low heat asd leave to cook. 
Fiy the pine nitts is oil until ^Ideoed. 
gtiain them tile ofl and add tiiem to 

toe cUdoen, a quaxter of an hour before 
renmviog fioffi beat, and also add toe 

lemon juce. When toe (toiefcen 

remove toe cardaaioni,_qirinkle 
the patsfey and sQve hot wito xice and a 

^ Moinhlra AbdekMalek 


Even mwe serious is the toct that 
Fouad's aO^ed “^ocentrism and meg* 
alomania” b^e exSxrijated the genera- 
tion gap. The young are often shocked 
by his ignorance o^ and intoftorenee to, 
vidiat is ooDsidered politically couect 
“He orders tbe club's enqiloyere around 
as if they were working for Um,” says 
Heba El-ShdldL “Hb style of mani^mg 
dito is pereooal, totally un- 
proiessionaL It could have wodoed in the 
old days, when club oooqirised a 
coiqiie of thoi» SMid membeis of tbe elite. 
Now we have tiiiity thousand families: 
120,000 members m tins place has to 
be ran professionally,’’ adds Rushdi, 
svfao is is tovour of a professkmal man- 
agerial team, sS Oppo ^ tO club w»em- 
fam who vohmtm to serve on toe 
board. 

Like many membeis of tbe older gen- 
eration, Foi^ believes in a strong hand 
to guide tbe young. He wants no non- 
sense in *1115” dnb. He has taken it upon 
himself to illimiittate a gionto toe re- 
motest parts of the grounds until late at 
ni^ and hired guards who tour toe 
whole area constaittiy with their police 
do£^ "Every nook and cranny” is 
ch^ed sevoal times a ni^L be says 
pnmdly, and teenagers doing what teen- 
i^Bis do are merolessfy hunted down. 
“There were kmves broi^ht into toe club 
before my time, and tongs,” he 
Ccwples used to neck m padcssd can. 
“Now the surveUlance is so rtrict that we 
have not had an incident in years.” 

Many parents qjprove these methods 
wholebewte^. T^ are to know 
that their dnldren can be leit m safety at 
the chib until late at ni^tt. But El-Sbeildi 
disagrees: “Youngstera avoid the club, 
that IS an,” she says. “They do what to^ 
want to do dsewfaere. What be does is 
old fetoioned. We know now that toe 
only way to ke^ teenagers out of mis- 
drief is by crea^ a wide range of ao- 
thdties widch vdn be attractive enough 
to toaw them to toe chto andkeq) tli^ 
occupied,” Fouad protests that he has 
done toat as well, mat he has hired for- 
eigo coaches, "tiie best in tbe woiid”, to 
promote qio^ at the dob. He cites his 
renovation of the central teams courts, 
the new squash courts, extra swimming 
pools, club houses and rest areas as in- 
dicatioa enoo^ of his oancetn for the 
cltto’s youngsters. 

Rushdi and El-Sbeikh both that 
that iheae were imwdeome initiatives. 
*T(»eiga coaches are mqxqnilar and toe 
youngsters rdate nmeh better to their 
^yp^ txainess. Tbey sp^ tbe same 
language,” explains Riishdi. “The coach 
he IS referring to was a disaster, and be 
cost tbe chib S5,000 a month,” stQrs EL 
Sheikh. "We bad to stop the inter- 
national tjwmig matnfiftg udien be covered 


the courts whb tar^ a material which 
does not comply with intemational stan- 
dards. it took us five )«ais to letum tbe 
courts to tiieir regulation hard clay cov- 
ering. The new swimming pools have 
developed leaks a year after completion 
and the squash courts are sub-standard,” 

she emTiplaina- 

A member of toe former board who 
sifted last year, shortly before toe latest 
events, *ibr healto reasons” and prefers 
to remain anonymous, recounls toe iq>- 
gi-arfing of toe “When natniu 

gas was introduced to toe club’s IdtdieD, 
Dr Fouad asked toe gas p^Ie to pro- 
vide him with modem equipmenL They 
seat him a contractor wbo sm bm vari- 
ous useless pieces. The chib is now 
stude with LE170,000 worth of usdess 
equipment” 

Tbe problem, they all agree, stems 
from die feet tiiat Fouad ndther consults 
toe members of tbe board, nor wants to 
li^en to them. on toe other hand, 
fifiHa them an i nip e du nent to his over- 
flowii^ energy. Tto off-hand at^wte 
has ofieoded practically every one of his 
coUahoiatois, who are genn^y intent 
cm fbnowing a more deanocratic path and 
worry about what Fouad conaders use- 
less derail, namely toe budget and con- 
traveotioa to the chib’s statutes. 

In particular, the chib manager, in 
utoom arc vested toe executive powers 
of tbe board, rr^ularly finds hiimlf at 
loggeihe^ with toe drullient doctor 
whose personal ambition is to leave his 
marif CND toe club in the form of build- 


ings and innovatKHis by udiich be will be 
lememibered. Since 1989, the begnming 


of the Hasbem Fouad era, the club man- 
agers have been known to resign, be re- 
placed, fired then hired oooe more, a 
clear indicatkm of the tug-of-war taking 
place wr timi toe club’s adnmiistialioiD. 

Taldng advantage of Fouad’s dqmtnre 
m the US for medical treatment, the 
board chaii^ the dob's manner. The 
move infuriated Fouad, wbo fired the 
“new” inani^ (not a newcomer to such 
seo-sawing) on toe' ^t when be xe- 
tmned. A row ensoed, Beaohtgly won by 
the board, wbo advised tbe doctor to stay 
in his o£^ and leave the torection of 
toe chib's affehs to tiioee in char^ 
"Tbey wanted me to be a figurehead.” he 
complains mdigDanfly. *14ever! I will 
never accqit to sh in my office and do 
notiihw. 1 shall serve to toe last day in 
ay life tile people who have pot their 
trust in me.” 

Echoes of his comments to an 41- 
4AnuR reporter when he had to retire 
from the Faculty of Medteme still nng m 
many ears: “1 shall not indict the law fix- 
ing tbe age of retirement at si^, nor 
discuss its positive and neptive imptica- 
tiaos in tois contexL Suffice to say that 


we, tbe elders, view retirement from our 
own an^e, difibent fimn that of toe 
young 1^10 say [that] it is die duty of old 
people to step down and make room for 
toe young generatioos: Tbey have had 
their feir share. It is our turn.’” 

Having reagned his functicais as pres- 
ident of the Gezira board on 16 October 
1996, Fouad fully mtends to ran ^ain, 
“to answer tbe of those who need 
him,” si^ Ashraf Farag, a chib member 
wbo gives Fouad an enthnsiastic vote of 
confidence. Tn just a few shent years,” 
te says, “he has pulled the club out of a 
pit” 

Fouad does not deny the charges lev- 
eled agahist hniL He tod spend tbe ie~ 
sepfe w club had in die bank when he 
took ovQ, “but a club is not a profitable 
enteiprise. It is not supposed to have re- 
serves. These hme to be used for im- 
provemeots and the well-being of mem- 
bers. 

One bone of conteotion b etween him 
and the board was their wish to create a 
new branch of toe club in Nasr City to 
relieve the pressure on the iofiastnicbire 
of Ite (jezita. lAiable to delegate, Fouad 
was not about to decentralise. T t o ur ed 
the grounds and within horns had fbund 
maiQr areas that were poadicalJy aban- 
don^ I hastened to put them to good 
use and thus increased the accommoda- 
tion ctqiaci^ of the club,” he says. "Yet 
they have constantly cirosen to belrttie 
my achievements and only concenttate 
on what they claim are shortcomings. I 
have been locked in my office for sever- 
al months now, let th^ show me what 
they have accomplished during that 
time!” 

He is smarting fi'om tbe attitude of the 
bo^ n^h lart January forced him to 
abandon his active role and called in a 
new executive director. But dazing toe 
few months preceding the feted 16 Oc- 
tober, the balance began to tip de- 
cidedly. “He had to be stopped.” says 
El-Sbakli, who was iostzimaeidal in 
compiling the list of comzaventions and 
can^lainte preaented to the Siqireme 
Coundl for Youtii and Spoils. 

To understand how w tins came to 
pass one should go back to 1991, two 
years after foe popular Dr Hasbem 
Fouad was electro preadent of the 
board by a sweejmig majemty. As re- 
ported ^ M-Ahvm on 18 June 1991, 
die board at toe time found itself in dis- 
^reernent mto the perfor m ance of toe 
club dhectoi. Duiiiig a board meetii^ it 
was decided to resolve toe question by 
secret ballot Th^ against keyring him 
won by one vote, where u p on , m an act 
of soUdshy, Fouad learned his func- 
tions as president An extiaordinaiy 
general assembly was called and re- 
turned a vote of no confidence in toe 


board and its president 
But, Temafl EV-Baqri wrote 
at toe tone in Al-Ahranu 

“while it was expected toat at 

tins pewit the Supreme Coun- 
cil w Youth and Sports 
' would have to step in and 
point an inteiim board until 
r^ular elections could take 
place, notinr^ of dm sort fasq>- 
peoed.” toe general 

assembly proceeded wito the 
elec ti o os a^ wagh«n Fouad 
was returned to the pres- 
idency of the board wito 169S 
votes over his oppooent Ram- 
' zi Rushdi, who t^ed behind 
wito 444 votes. This mdicaied 
thaf the membeis of the as- 
sembly trusted the board {ues- 
ident, but not the other mem- 
bers of toe board, of whom 
only three rehnsed to com- 
plete Fouad's Ksl ^ “Wlqr 
would an assembly vdiich had 
" ' just ca rt a vote of no con- 
fidence in the president of the 
board pionqitly reelect him,” 
wondered El-BaqiL 
RushdL defeated at the 
time, ihinks he has toe an- 
swer Tt was all feed, in- 
cluding Ids felse resignation. 
It aHowed Imn to Irave toe 
board of his and 
his grip on the chib.” Fouad 
won Effort in tbe 1993 elec- 
tions. From on, however, 
the power sliu^e intended, the brord 
M inwn p ttng to curb Fouad’s aiithoiiQt, 
toztnigh reagaations, rows and repeated 
cwnplaiTits to the Siqueme Counefl for 
Youth and Sports. The list of conqdaims 
is 300 pages long. It met whb no rqily 
and seemed to h^e been pot aside. “Al- 
though many of die resignations pro- 
seated to tlte Council de&uled their caus- 
ey usually pointing to coDtraventiem of 
toe chib statutes incurred by the pres- 
ident of toe board, there were no in- 
vestigations into the mmter,” says El- 
Sheikh. 

In an open letter published by Al- 
Ahram on 28 May 1994, board member 
Amr Gazzarin hinted at cracks witiim tbe 
power structure of toe board, exacerbat- 
ed a growing antagonism between the 

president and tiie treasurer, while “ill- 
planned projects” initiated by the pres- 
ident without tiie board's consent had 
made a serious dent in the club’s nest 
^g. lUDomed to exceed I£10 million. 

Id November 199S, Al-Ahrm an- 
nounced the resignatian of the treasurer 
of the board of tbe CSesira Sporting Club. 
Fouad's response was swift. Through the 
media, he toe treasurer of ladl- 

ing vision. Promo tin g sports was the pri- 
mary objective of a ipcntlQg dob, he 
said. Intemational-calibre rMnw give the 
cl^ its rqiutaticin, he added ■— not the 
“excellence of the escalope its ie»- 
tamant provides”. This hme exchange 
Stemmed from the refusal of tiie board to 
condone the hiring of a Yugoslav bas- 
ketball coadi “of wrald renown” who 
was costing the club S5,000 a mo^ — 
a pittance, according to Fouad, since he 
was to iqigrade the badietiiall team to in- 
tfffTmrioiwi standards. They could save 
on the kitchen’s expenses, which 
reached LE6,000,000 a year, Fouad said. 

“BaslceihaU is to the Gezfe what soc- 
cer is to the AhlL” he told an un- 
convinced board. Efe own game was 
over, however. In a repeat p erfo rman ce 
of the evKits that had fovoured hhn in 
1991, he attenmted to apped to tbe gen- 
eral assembly ^ refos^ to sign toe an- 
nual budget, bi^ foarh^ that a general 
assembly would return him once mor^ 
tiie membera of the board foDowed his 
resignation by their own walkout ea 
masse. In consequence the annual gener- 
al assembly could not be convened. 

On 18 detoba, Prime Minister Kamal 
El-Ganzouri, in his eapadty as bead of 
tiie Siqireme Comicil for Youth and 
Sports, ap po i nt e d a board of directors 
hftadeH former prime ""«««*» Am 
Sedki to manage the Geaita Sporting 
Chib until the next elections, wh^ wiD 
take place in October 1997 at the latest 
■ Hashem Fouad has vowed to remm, 
trhmqihaiitiy. The memibeis of the inter- 
im board no comments. 


PawvU 


Paint them green and blue 


There is a type of motoera vtoo Ifito noton^bRls tinn 

to see d?«if4iieni rise and draft LitaaSy. Ihikss 
the daii^ita^^v^ seqte gold and toam^ 
less they are coffi^ inanicDred and made ra to kSl 
iwwTy rimg toey out of the boose, even on toeii way 

to tite siqieiniahet, these motoera are not hiqipjLlfo^ 

ing is ever enough; tiiey stop befeving m aad est^ 
foe mnnignt it is SppbsA to tlw dau^faa, 
even tiun^ they may be prat^emg it tfaemsdves. 
Yoimg wemen should be strati^ tiiay dioidd tom 
heads and force atteiaian, tiiey indst "Whan 1 was your 


As ex pected, tite invariably devdop the 


of Mush on tiieir cbedzs, let akoe drining armours. 
(3ood jeans and ovenized sfants ^tpeal nnidi more to 
tiieir tme, tiieir w^ of resisting tiie focmidable pa- 
rental premure. 

Mheflle is sueb a daughter, with a motfatt whose as- 


8t least wfaerehfiieilte’sattuev^coaeeined.-Veyear- 
ly on, she phoned her wito and advise sirgl^ 

nmutedty directed towards qigoding a detennhiedly- 
conservative appearance wln^ she saw as lacking pa- 
nache. Mtnrilie resisted quietiy and wito a gr^d^ of 
humour, she (fid not want to look, on tbe n^ide, difier- 
ent fium vriiat dte ^ on tite indite; dte firmW told her 
mother, llte war went on, flnoi^Mut MhaDe!s ad- 
olescence and &r beyond. 

A few years ago, MiieiUe received a pbooe can from 
her frdhec, Hving in LAanoa at the time: Odette, her 
motoer,w95nihoq>ha],aboiittoliBveaiippeation.Mi- 
reOle left in a tamy to be witii her. The ni^ before tiie 
operation she ste at her mother’s bedside. She was wor- 
ri^ Odette, as she bad called her motber all her life, 
was not her usual self She bas not c ommente d on her 
dau^^s *^drab” ap pe aran ce ahfaoi^ h&eille, whfa 
mere inqiortant tfain^ to wooy about; had really made 
no effim m dte elqgam departoient 

*^ffirrille,” said Odette sndtenly, T know 1 shall not 
wake ra finm tiie operati on tomorrow.” KfizeiOe was 
aiitrmarf The opoatioD W3S serioDs, undoubtedly, but 
mrawsQ'Hf&raettBamg.Dtoberinotiierhaireapicm- 
onition? “Of comse you wiU,” die told her motoer, ex- 
pressing more confidence tom she fek. "You are going 
to be jnrt fine.” She was hoping that she had somidro 
appR^ctetety cbeerfiiL Was her mother fakfiog some- 
tfan^ T kn^ that I am not going to wake iqi,” Odette 
repeated, "... but ^ fay a stodoe of Iw^ I do...” Hte 
voice trailed off suddenly. "Yes,” said hfiieille a- 
pectantly. Tbe motiier ckMed her eyes, as if over- 
wbehned by the ordeal ahead. "Yes, whra if you wake 

Ig)?!’ tiie « lM ii g1 ilw *linn<a tfiiparienHy She W8S 

panickhig, bitt tzying to cover iqi her anxiety by r» 
verting to her usual, sUghtiy abnqX ways with her 
motiier. Odette's voice was now no more than a wdris- 
pK. Tfl wake iqi, I want to see your feoe re^ close to 
nmcL I want to see your eyes ~ Z wantfliis to be tiw 
vary first tiling I aee:_ if I w^Tqx” Mireille foo^ tie 
tears heck. 

This was so imZile Odette: Strang and over critical of 
her daughter, she hsd never been (SoiiB ft) teaifiil sot- 
tmcDtaiity. As a maSa of feet, rite bad alw^ eadnlritr 
ed a beal^ distaste for hmnm weaknesses. Had her 
motoer been given a sedative vrinch was affecting her, 
she wondered. Should she cHl a nurse? should the doc- 
tor be told that her motiier was unwdl? 9ie hesitated 
and was aboitt to go for hdp nhro her znbdter opened 
her eyes. “MiieiDe, promise that the first thing I will 
see, ff I wake iqi from the operation, win be your feoe, 
really dose to mine,” she was repeating. “And, vdnti I 
look at your beantifiil fece., I will see your eyes, your 
lovely brown eyes.- made op, w^ a jot of green and 
bhie eyeshadow. And a lot of mascara-. Don't forget 
die mascara.” 

Mheflle who had leaxKd over her motiier to hear her 
vfoiqier, jerited bade, futioos, a cutting commeitt CD the 
tm (tfbrt tongoe^ fate Odette had dmed her eyes rod 
did not utter another word. 

Tbe next d^, during the operation, Mheflle dadied 
to her parents’ qnrtment and frantically searched hs 
modier’s makeop case. Until this nriniite die had bad 
nomtentiaaofacquksciagtovriwtdieconsideiBdari- 
(ficuUms reqoest, bat now die wanted to ward off bad 
lock. She smeared some ofber motfae(*s eyeshadow on 
her lids and raced bade to tbe bo^pfod. Odette, but of 
tite recovery room, was a loiag time coining to. At least 
it seemed so to Mireille. 

She tried to wake her motiier q>: “Odette; wake iqi, it 
is me, NfizeOle, Look at me,” Odette would not wake 
iq>. *?lBase wake tqi, look at ^ look at nry fece^ look 
at my eyes,” she ui]g^ {dadng ha feee li^ in her 
motb^s of visHO. Odette s rin ed d^dly. 1^- 
leflle's fece was now less tiian an indi away from her 
motiier’ s. “Came on,” she pleaded. Took at me, aren’t 
my eyes the wy your alwiys wanted tinan? Tfo-.” 
wailed tiie mothi^ rimtting her eyes tigb%. Mheilk 
was terrified: was her mother m pa^ Was die having a 
via'on? T^o,” Odette mnaned, **foat is not neatly 
enoi^ ISfiieiDe.- Where is tiw green aad tbe Wae? 
And Mheflle, you forgot the mascara.” 

FayzaHassan 
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The kid looks back 

Nigel Ryan visits an institution 


Al-Anram Weekly 


By Sarnia Abdflnnour 


There comes a time in everyone’s life 
adiBn they enter tiie portals of the oiiginai 
Felfela estabHshmeiit on Hoda Sharawi. 
Fel&la R^ Main Branch — as it appeals 
in publicity — is g/jmi>4hmp gf 

an institutioiL & has qnwned a great many 
off-shoots, both m Cairo a^ further 
afield. It is a petramal fixture in guide 
bcM&s, usually bead^ ro rotiy cratainiog 
lefereoces to 'tiaditioaBl ^yptian fare* or 
somedring of tiie sort. And m feet that h 
is almost always foil confirms that tbe res- 
taurant is do^ something right TZiere 
can be oo deicing Felfela's pt^ularity. 
The number of customers in tbe rest a urant 
nuv well be awdled fay pasring tourists, 
but it has an undoifotedly strong local ap- 
peal 

And 80, throu^ tike portals I passed, and 
not for tbe first rime. I have always found 
the interior a mice ole^pnous. llwre are 
rampant plastic vhies ciaseaAin^ from 
everything, tables seemingly hewn from 
huge tree crunks, an old rii^er sewing ma- 
chine and other tiAetaigw* fish 

tanks, Grii tanks everywhere, fiiU of sur- 
prisii^y healthy Jooldsg Opposite 

my table there was, too, a moth eaten 
stuffed kid whose ears drooped pathet- 
ic^y arid whose qrindly legs had been 
wired without much concem for anatom- 
ic^ accuracy. Thou^ I once saw stuffed 
kittens beii^ sold in Tahrir Square as soft 
toys, stuffed animalg STC sddOzB SWeCt 
Yet rarely do they reach tiw de^ of ba- 
thos plumbed by uiic pairiciiiar k id 

To write about Felfeia in gastronomic 
teens would be a concert. It is a 
one in which what is served is 


merely a ctnqxment. The menu, for as 
long as I have been in Cairo, has been 
eoDstanL Once it used to appear on dis- 
posable table mats, but now has been re- 
produced in a .Tamioated folder wifo a 
glossy colour sigqilement photograph of 
vegeules on tiie cover. It was presented 
wifli a certain flourish. 

And I ordered. Leoril soup, a salad or 
two, bessara and kebab holla — winttc 
food, tbe kind of thing to keep the cold at 
biV- It is very difficult to make a lousy 
leotfi soup and that served at Felfela is 
perfectly accqitable. Ihe besaaro, for fiosn 
being tbe best I have eaten, was equally 
fer from being tiie woisL The kebab holla, 
on the other band, was excellent, the point 
being feat it had been cooked extronely 
slowly. Hardly the most sophisticated of 
disbes, but one that, if not rushed through, 
can be perfectly delicious. Tbe salads 
could have been a little won imaginative, 
but since tbey are described perfectly hon- 
estly in the menu tiiis might be a sli^itly 
grattotons gripe. I would suggest you ask 
tiie waiter to warm tbe bread a lisle. 

Torafete’ witii a bottle of local beer, the 
bill for one, reached LE 40. Not overly 
exprariv^ a:^ not vezy che^. An in ^ 
tween price, for in bet w ee n food. One 
thing, though, has always confused me 
about Felfela. Jnst where is the kittfeen? 

1 negotiated tbe crazy paving come pri> 
ble dairiied floor, giving one last glance to 
the kid i^iposite which, m course of 
ooe evening bad not, noticeably, sagged. 


ACROSS 
1. Throiig(4) 

S. Swollen ttate of tissue 
(5) 

10. Footless (4) 

24. Retain, lease (4) 

15. Lozenge (S) 

16. Fieoch conqwser (4) 

17. Conception (4) 

19. Describing a popular 
book (10) 

20. irritable (5) 

22. British public school (4) 

23. Sixdi sense Q) 

24. Usages (4) 

27. Siqueme Hindu god (4) 
29. Bimch of sweet scented 
flowets (7) 

32. Ballad (5) 

35. Frroch khig (3) 

36. Lover (5) 

38. LaekadaisicB] (4) 

40. Capable (4) 

42. Dteomined by fee sun 
(5) 

44. An age of tbe nnivetse 


45. Defense; qqreal (4) 

46. Domed-roof at ^ of 

church, pL (5) 

48. Pismire (3) 

49. Fallacy (5) 

52. Maroon; segregate (7) 

54. Pin (4) 

56. F6elhide(4) 

57. C^hore(3) 

60. Desist frm (4) 

62. PidraJd horse (5) 

66. When an is smd and done 

( 10 ) 

70. Shredded (4) 

71. Mr.Coty(4) 

72. Enliven 

73. Duding sword (4) 

74. Wasfimtiliarwife(4) 

75. Disintegiatioa of cells, 
pi. (5) 

76. Nortii African tide, pL (4) 



21. Eunmean river (4) 

25. Ms (4) 

26. FoimOTy known as the 
Navigators' Iriands (5) 

28. Operatic solo (4) 

29. with a sflver q>oon 
in one's mouth (5) 

30. TankCT<5) 

31. Shrill cries of pain (S) 

33. Tboti^t(5) 

34. Group of plants formed 

asexually from a single an- 
cestor (5) 

35. lliw&ck (3) 

37. De^ havens (5) 

39. Inidals of one 
spedalist(3) 

41. Merit (4) 


Feffela Restaurant, IS, Hoda Sharawi, 
Downtown. Tek 39 22 833 
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DOWN 

1. Young duld (4) 

2. Be bem alo^ fay (4) 

3. God of war (4) 

4. Channel in the body (6) 

5. Reced^(3) 

6. Deer (3) 

7. Oibenvise (4) 

8. Ignorant posons, si. (5) 

9. Absolve from dn (6) 

10. Everybody (3) 

11. Wan (4) 

12. Spanidi cheets (4) 

13. South African Ullage (4) 
19. Eye greedily (4) 


hast wedt’s solution 


43. Concern raieselfwidi (4) 
47. AcektetealmiscoiifoBtfS) 

50. RalHqg ghamhof ^4^ 

51. Ceremoiu8i(Q 
S3. Joined (6) 

55. Describing fertile eattii 
(5) 

57. Tlm^ jostle (4) 

58. Baking etwtwi^CT (4) 

59. Part of NA (4) 

61. More (4) 

63. Negative (4) 

64. Three in ca^ (4) 

65. Some bilk (4) 

67. Modem (3) 

68. London School of Ec- 
onomics, abb. (3) 

69. AfOnnadve (3) 
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Sports 15 


Heliopolis Club’s 5tii Intematibnal Squash Open 
had reverberations enough to be felt beyond 
the borders of the dub, the neighbourhood and 
the country, teporte Eman AbdeHHoaii / ■ 


open, ^Aich cbnclnded eadier 
'week, yidded-a uuaibei of sumris^'- 
not least of wliidi was tfae wdcome.- 
yw s 'Qiat Egypt will play host to dte ' 
nist ofiBcial Sqiiadi Ofyimncs. The 'an* 

Dounconeat waa made flowing tfae fi- 
nal match lest Sunder, fiicm wfaidbiPak- 

iStani WOrid rfWlTlfrfiptn iWnAjir Iflwwt 

oiiei;ged victoxioiis after. Hwitmg Eng* 
ladimwii Dd Hants 3>0 to cdlect die 
$7,000priza- , . 

7^ ofiBcU .pRsaoter of dm Pn^. 
fesaonal - Sqinsh Assbciation (PSAX 
Robert Edward, in tandem widi Mo* 
baaed Et-Men^haw- presdoit- of die 
Hdiopolb - Sqnadi ' dpen omniane 
comnittiee revealed 
90BS0I die • first PSA recogtnsed 
Squash Olyn^ncs in Atsuist 

*E1-Meii8hawi and I nave fijoaned' a . 
s^oaA partnerdpp^ The Sqouh Olyn^ 
pies is OQT SrA project," Bidwaid said.'' 
' The idea of hoUmg a Sqtnub Olynqncs - 
IS a prdiniiDary' sUgs to inw w p rti tt i ii ig ' 
squash in the Sydney Olyn^^ Gams' 
in 2000. smaA.in ^ Olyni* 

pic Gama is an old die^ of dl sqnash 
stars around dm worid,” added Edward 

Egypt’s selecdon was eodoned by 

dmWo^Sfl^Fedcatdi^ ; 

the Afiican 3qu«^ Federation, and.lhei,' ' 
^gyp^ Suprerne..COTDCidl fivYouft 
and Sports its proven experience or- 
ganising major squash god 

for dm endiusmsm for the gnme. dis-* 
played by j^yptian fens.. Egypt, wxdi 
ns .leoendy ncqiui e d poitAle ^ass- 
court,-alao has l&t oqndty b draw dm 
largest nuniber of neetatois — - vp to 
5,000 — in the worid of squash. - 

Comparing squaih, a stieoDous ^mm 
where the adilkes pl^ for im b an 
hour, to tennig, whl^ IS an Olym piff; ' 
game, . Edward wondered . what was 
needed to demcais&ate that squ^ ^ 
fills all dm ch ara et e riaics of an <%m- 
-picgame. 

- Egypt’s &vourite son and topHtadoed 
Ahmed Baiada’s sudden widunawal ~ - 
citing severe iatigDc foDowing dm New 
York 0^ — caused caasteniaikai 
among mns who eapecmd- no. hoirm* - 
grown plsya to tO.J^ semi- 

final* in hwe 

But Amir monSoerod the 

'‘^yptian in be’ coiqietition. 


■ 1dstan>. 2Sidiah' Khan, .3-1 m- the quar^ 
"'.ler-fiii^'' Wagjh, 'bnng ho:.qilatbr-’d) 

• his oppcm^.maSed^nop^ would 
do dm im pnairinie and dciieat Del Har- 
ris.W8^fa,wiidwas8chedu]ed'tomiBe;t' 
Baiada m the fast sound, managed a r^ ' 

. ^lecttble tlmd - place; ' Wodd.Jiin-.- 
' iors'^ fThftmjwAairfwp tuubK . 1 ^ Karhn - 

• .El-MitfOaim, 18; astounded -qiect at WB 
.a.helmsted Danny Meddnoa of Sig- 
hed 3-21n the-fi rst raond be^ne'kisiiig' 
to Ai^icny HnUndmqnartEr-final'S-l.- 

Sevea dnm' wraid. titlo4mlder and 
newIjKzowned Heliopolis dm i n iian 
= Jansher Khan e x p ressed his 
with his adiievemeois but. his 
. grratest deaie. is to.beoonm.dm first 
. ;'squdi piaya b win an Olyinpic med* 
aL .*Holdt^. on to dm wood tide for. 
sev« consecutive years means a lot-to' 
me.: But having an Olynqric medal 
wo.iild man the • uhole. wo^T and 

IChiin • ■ 

The Edwanl and El-Mensbawi.part- 
nndib win .also bear fiuit in tfae coni- 
^etion of along time. amlritian of Ed- 
ward to pMbice a . telewlaon 
documentary film on Egypt ^ Pbir 
stan. 

vj.. While: tfae^fifan-lwill ftatnre.-Egypt’s 
'squash history widi sneh- .xenovramd' 
piayets Alidd^Ptfiab Amr, Ahmed 
Banda , and Amir Wa^h, it will also 
esploK Egypt's modos ccltDte.. Tbe 
segment on Fsldslan .win dnonicle 
wbm Edward odls dm IChans . ^- 
nas^ from . Hagfitm, Jalmgs^ 
dum^gh to ' Jantdmr Eht^ ftxA the 
dorniriantplayef of dirir time. 

The docnmenlaiy hopa to mme for 
answers to dm qimstion .of w1^ such 
. talented pilfers cotim fimn tfae chy of 
Peshawar. Tim film wiD also sketch dm 
' history, of squash fawn it$ introdiifirinn 
to dm British fraca dirongh to. tod^. 
Squash cfaariqMi Jonah Baniogtem aad 
GeofiT Hunt a£ Bn£l^. will be inter- 
viewed while waOdng with Edward 
dgugtbebfile. 

^ all g(^ weD widi .die Squash 
Otfsapks^i^ film, 

. we wflJ make Egypt the most inqxntant 
squad nation in die world and it will 
be gy p erso n al pleasnre to ^ tfMttwp - 
pen,” ntd EdwaiiL . 





Jansher Khan, world no. 1 tridiartg a munber of baBs to beat Dd Harris, his Btridsh contender 


Abon Zeid scoring AhlTs goal to draw with AhH of Jeddah 

Farewell to football star 

ON SUNDAY, football fins bid a bittersweet fiiewell to one of 
Egypt's and Afika’s greatot football stars. Fommr national 
squad and Ahli Chib team captam Taher Abu Zeid’s retiraneiit 
irgtch aimed into a qmitir^ festival a fins marked the end of an 
era writes Inas Mazhar. 

Spectators turoed-out m hi^ numbos at the Cairo Stadium to 
witness the official ret u e m ent matdi ttffixMball great Abu Zeid in 
a showdown between Ahli of Egypt vs AUi of fed^fah The 34- 
year-old said his goodbye with a wefl-pbyed goal to ctmclude the 
match wxdi an 1-1 draw. Unlike other re ti rement fnatt»tiwe Abu 
Zdd, who hasn't ]^yed in four years, temained on the field the 
entire 90 minutes, ^e football ^ant the audience with 

his talent a he di^layed fbe skills said to remind fins of tiie old 
days. 

The AhH-Ahli match, wu preceded by an exhibition game fea- 
turing veterans from diffireot Egyptim chibs ptayin^ against a 
group of artists, act^ angers and friends of Abu Zad. Tboo^ 
officiaUy retired, Zad will continue bis career captaining Egypt's 
five-aside team as di^ represent tlm Afikan condneDt in dm up- 
coming Fiv^aside World Futsale Indoor Cup. Tbe champ kmsbip 
will be hosted by Spain firom 24 November to 8 December. Ahu 
Zeid will achieve dm distinction of beug the first Egyptian foot- 
baller to eonqiete in t hr ee different wald cups. Tbe tinee time 
captam won the Silver Shoe a tim sec^ top scorer at the 1981 
World Juniors Cup m Australia and was a member of the Egyptian 
team at tfae 1990 Men's World Ciq> in Italy. 


That judo that you do... 

Egypt's judo champs returned home with good results after competing in the recent 5th Judo 
World Championship and the Rhodes International Judo Championship. Abeer Anwar reports 


Tim ^yptian uiider-21 national judo smiad returned to Cairo 
fast week from parti ci pation in tbe 5m Judo World Cham- 
pkodiro held in PortugaL The team travelled to the Iberian 
Peninsula, fiah from a loiig training ^mll at the Olyn^e 
Centre in Ma^ frva two-wak tzainmg canq) in Spain laior 

iQt be i» K«m|'nwftghip 

linree afiteks out of the fivemember delegation dis- 
tinguished themselves by realising top ten placings at tbe 
conqietition. 

Seyed Abu Midan, winning five of his six marches, cap- 
tured the bronze medal in the under-78kg categ<^» yet was 
disqipointed in coming so close but getting no cigar. T was 
so near to tiie gold tne(^ which I’ve yearned for, but Host to 
tiie Freoefa world champion in the mider-78kg in frie semi- 
finals,’’hesaid 

CoiiqiaCriot Basse! El-(3iatabawi, cooling in seventh in tfae 
over-95kg, was likewise unentfauriastic yith his outomne. 
**1116 draw matched me against a world cbanqrion in tfae pre» 


lindnaria,’’ lamented the former bronze medalist in the {He- 
vious world ebarspionship. 

Heavyweight contender Ahmed Bali was the third Egyp- 
tian athlete to place in tfae tqi ten a he powered his way into 

Major Sayed Sobah, laesideiit of tbe Egyptian Judo Fed- 
eration (EJF) was, bo\^er, pleased with tM roults. *T am 
very satisfied whli what die players have achieved esjiecially 
since their p reparat i on programme was tight due to lack of 
money," he said. 

Inacoinddfaigcompetitioo Egypt coUected five gold med- 
als, two silver and two bronze in the Rhodes Internationa] 
JikIo Chaonpionsh^ whkb took place from 21-30 October. 
To alleviate die tanpoiaiy jfinancial constraints upon the fed- 
eration, Heliolido and El-Shams clifis covered fie expenses 
for fieir athletes in tbe tournament winch included com- 
petitors fiom Cyprus, Bulgaria, Pcntu^l, Yugoslavia and 
Rhodes. 


The women’s cooqietitioD was pla^ in tiie form of a 
round- robin league where Heba Raslw won tfae gold in tfae 
heayyweigjit category, while Emm El-Bana mnrored her 
achievement in tfae uDder-56kg. Ra^ Magdi and Sherin Ha- 
fez pinned down fie silver in tfae under-48 and under-72kg 
categoria and Ayat El-Bana and Ghada Sadek won bronza 
in ttte under-6U and 52kg. 

In the mens’ juniors’ event firee of ^ypt’s rising sous cap- 
tured gold medals, Mustafi Abd^-Qader bested his opponent 
in fie tmder-55, while Mrfiamed Hazem and Sheru Negm 
took the top in fie under^ amd 6^ categories. Up 
and coming Tamim Hafez grabbed the silver in the under- 
A6kQ, Ahmed Hasbem a brcHize in the under-S5kg and in tibe 
womens’ junior event, Sma Abdel Hamid wem a aiver in fie 
imder-14kg and Sara Ma^ a bronze in tbe under-S2kg. 

Edited 1^ Inas Mashar 
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Al-Wiiiaiim A Diw of contemporary life 


Students aoid scheJars of fie Insuny of ir- 
rigatioa in know-fiat the first iaasor 
coastmetioa ofk banfer aooa tfae Nfl^ 
ter fie hmnaes, was fie Aswan Dam, in-, 
anpiinded joindy hy die khedrve- imd fie 
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The low/ flooding 
levels, or "die pau- 
xa^ of-fia fSktT as 
Ji-Jhhim desoifeed 
it, provided fie nn- 
. pet» befamd dte eon- 
cqitioo of die pro- 
je^ in fas 18 January 
1894 eifitioa. M~ 
rifamn . wrote fiat in 
die season of ' die 
lowest level of fie 
-faSk in 1892 . fie ri^ 
provided 17 

fflilEoQ cnbic metres 
while die sornmer 
cry . ' l e quue d 30 
mffiai enbic mBtees, 
"For fear dtat fiis 
panedy rqieat 
Itself over several 

aeasems, it was hn- 
.pexative' to conceive 
of a pngect fiat 
would cre^' a res- 
ervoir so a ID avert 
sn ccasiv e low 
fipods," the piper 


iosmasm 

saam. 
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-Wittt is ' litde 
knowi^ however, is 
diat the Aswan Dam 
was - nwginaify . a 
Fsendi . idea. JJ- 
Ahnm . felales;; "A'. 
Fteach ' coafam 
called Bt^ Ida 
'finmed by Monsieur 
D e lamuf , . a p p lied to 
fie . gmw M iiiiiefit of 
in 1870 to 
study fie co m ae of 
die‘3'Q& R was his ' 
-coBviction . dnt fel- 


'i I l~jpn I I spared the disastrous 

ll iSL of unusually high 

IJ Nile floixl this year thanks to the Aswan 

High Dam, completed in 1970. The 
dam was the second reservoir Egypt built to harness flood 
waters. The first was constructed at Aswan over nearly five 
years and was inaugurated by Khedive Abbas II in 
December 1902. Al-Ahram then called it “a wondrous 
marvel” and “a monument to science, wisdom, technical 
prowess and expertise” — not knowing that a much greater 
marvel would rise some 60 years later just south of the first 
dam. Dr Yunan Labib Rizq tells the story of that first 
dam as reported then by Al-Ahram 


low and uncultivated land could be cid- 
tivbted and Egypt’s wealth compounded if 
a dam could be built that would store tfae 
Nile waters fist ordinarily flowed into fie 
sea. He drew up plans and submitted them 
to tbe senior engmeers in Egypt and Eu- 
rope, an of whom confirmed d^ tfae pro- 
ject had potential. In 1876, Mooswur De- 
‘lamot travelled to France md estriilished a 
company wifi a capital of lOJXN) 
pounds. By 1882, tiiis opital reached 
80,000 poimds. The conmany was able to 
engage the servica of Kvaosieur Jaquet, a 
mominent roads and bridga eogfai^ in 
France, m order te study the project. 'When 
he arrived ip Egypt, he travelled direetjy to 
Upper ^ypt in a h^ provided fbr his per- 
s(w ttsebytbe Egyptian government. Ac- 
con^ianying him wa a team of l^yptian 
engfueers. Qn fie Conclusion of hte stod* 

. ies, he drew tp a lepgfiy iqxxt on tiie ba- 
as of vrinch fbe company asked per- 
mission fimn tbe Egyptian govemmoit to 
constmet a dam at its own risk. 

However, as Al-Ahram notes, tfae dis- 
tubanca to the soufi triiicfa were gener- 
ated by fie Mahdist revolution crapelled 
tbe government to defer fie project, al- 
though it jno mi Bed the coonpany tbm fa 
would it prefecentkl trea&Dtett should 
it decide to go ahead wifi tiie project 
' .The debate was eventually joined by tbe 
London Times. Regarding tiie poKo^ ef- 
fect of the dam on ^yptian antiqinties, it 
wrote, “We have learned that tbe site that 
Iras been selected for tbe dam is tbe most 
appr o p ri a te. Tbe dam is an enterprise that 
holds ^eat promise for the progress and 
p ro y etily of ]^ypt" 

The French raised the spectre of earth- 
quakes. Monsieur Bolet said, “An earth- 
quake would rock tfae fonndaiioos of the 
and the pressure' of tiie water.behind it 
would cause it to eollai^ The' ensuing 
-flood would. immerse -the entire country 
m w*** ' water, drowniiig aD its inhabitants 
and fas bountiful wealtfa. To what avail is a 
- in the of such a- calamiiy fiat 
would sweep off tiie free of tins 

earth?” 

Another question wa tbe compensatio n 


the government would have to arrange for 
the Nubiaus whose land would be im- 
mersed under water stored behind tiie 
dam. From Al-Ahram we learn fiat while 
work was in progress on the dam, a com- 
mittee wu fbrm^ to deliberate how the 
Nubian popidation would be conqiensat- 
edl The committee decided to divide 
them into two categoria, the first of 
ufiicfa involved pec^le whose land would 
be flooded during construction, but after 
which the water would recede and they 
would be able to cultivate fa again. Tbe 
second -category consisted of tiM^ wboK 
land would remain flooded throughout 
tiie year. The government would com- 
pensate those in die first cat^oiy for tiie . 
boma and palm trea th^ lost The sec- 
ond category would be compensated for 
their land, homa and pafan trees. When 
the Nubians protested the total compensa- 
tion the government would pay — 80,000 
pounds — fie gov ernm ent “was de- 
tennineri to counter tiieir obstinacy by 
promulgating a supreme edict expropri- 
ating their land in fie interests of tbe 
public welfare.'" Al-Ahram counselled 
against such a harsh measure: Tt would 
make tbe govenunent qipear as the pow- 
erful tnougresaor against the defenoetess 
weak and it wonid be accused of tyranny 
even if it did have some justifiation for 
its action." 

.4l-Ahram's warning fell on daf ears. 
On 1 July 1902 tbe edict was {xomulgated 
decreeiiig “the expiupriatioa of tbe land of 
tfae Beibm vridd will be flooded by tbe 
watere of fie reservoir." Tbe edict would 
afiect “tbe lands located in tbe vkinily of 
Dabud, Dafamit, Aboikab, Kalabsh^ Abi 
Hur and 13 vilJ^a in the directorate of 
Aswan." 

‘ It was clear that constnictioa of fie dawi 
would proc^ in mfae of objections 
raised a to its possible iqiercusaons. In • 
this pcHiiOD of tbe story, the process of 
constTDction would interweave wifi grow- 
ing ttoaiRte between the two tniditiODai 
row over mfluoice in Egypt — Great 
Britain and Fiance — tensions whidi 
would not subside even after the in- 


auguration of the dam. 

The first step in tbe jxocess of coa- 
struction wa to draw iqi the terms for 
contracting fie lioeoce which the Egyp- 
tian government had given to Sir John 
Aird, fie famous British contractor. The 
contract, signed in .^ril 1898 by Fakhri 
Pasha, ministe r of public works, on b^ 
half of fie Egyptian govenunent. stipulat- 
ed the Egyptian govenunent would pay 
to Sir John Aird and company LE2 mil- 
lion for fie construction of the Aswan 
Dam and tfae Asshu bairaga. Payment 
would be made in ingfaiments over a 30- 
year period, fie first instalment of wfikb 
would be due on I July 1903. 

As Al-Ahram reported, the dam *^vou]d 
store fie stipulated quantity of water, 
while the batraga in Asshit would func- 
tion to ruse tiie water level so a to feed 
tfae Ibiahimiya Canal and fie Yusefi Ca- 
nal The baiTBga would be modcDed on 
Qanater Al-Kbayriya (the barraga north 
(ri Cairo) and contain 111 sluicegates, 
each of which would be five metia in 
width." 

It tnnqrired that the contractor dis- 
covered, while excavating for die founda- 
tions of tbe Hmn, fiat the ground was not 
solid enough, fbicing him to dig six me- 
tres deeper than was oiignially plaimed. 
He therefore asked fiat his ^ be in- 
creased by LE 1,240,000. which fie gov- 
ernment paid. 

So frequently did Sir John Aird's name 
crop up those days that Al-Ahram dis- 
patched one of its reporters to interview 
him. Tbe repor^ found him to be “an 
old man of considerable bulk with a thick 
white beard hanging down to his chest 
He aid bis staff lived in modest condi- 
tiODS, di^laying none of fie grandeur 
and opulence^ the oriental rich, even 
though he wa an associate of some of 
fie wealthiest finandal magnates and a 
cohort of kiiigs and p ri nea. 

AicMig wifi thousands of Egy^itian la- 
bourers employed in fie construction pro- 
ject, the company also engaged a number 
of foreign workm because of fieir par- 
ticular expertise. As several news items 
indicate, these foreigners caused fiar 
employers quite a few he ad a ches . On 25 
March, 1899, Al-Ahram's coneqioodenl 
fiom Aswm r^xirts. The Italiao labour- 
ers ang^gaH m fie coDStructimi of die 
Ham have declared a s^e until fie con- 
stniction wtmpan y that ba been given 
tbe coDceaion to buOd tbe dam agrea to 
meetitheir d c*"”"Hgj fie most nnportaiit 
of which are sborter wodc hours." On 31 
July of fiat year, fie newspaper an- 
nounced, "Th^ Italian workers who 
have bea <mg^geri m tbe Aswan Dra 
construction project have arrived in Cairo 
today. Unable to bear the beat and fie 
difficult living conditions, they have de- 
cided to pack their bags and return to 
dieir borne coimtiy." Within a matter of 
days, it r epor ts again that 40 Austrian 
wmkeis recurned to fieir counliy: “One 
group of fiese workers wa esqielled for 
poor conduct while others were forced to 
leave for reasons of ill healdL" 


In spite of these setbacks, week 
ceeded on the dam until fas oonqilraoD 
within tbe space of five yean. Tbe British 
press lauded fie spe^ construction, 
drawing a comparison with tbe banaga 
Dorfi of Cairo which took 15 years to 
build and required 12,000 infeotiymen, 
3,000 Manvm aod 2,0()0 conscripted la- 
bourers. 

Even as work on the dam progress^ 
the Anglo-French livalria perast^ wifi 
Al-Ahram siding, as usual wifi the 
French. 

When the French found tiiat fieir objec- 
tions felled to (fistruct the work in 
progre s s, Al-Ahram reminded its readers 
fiat it wu originally tbe French who con- 
ceived of fie project “However, fie Brfa- 
xsb, wifi fieir doigps on Egypt, inqieded 
this momentous project in the days when 
fie French advmt^ fa.” Indeed, tiiis wa 
tbe fieme tfae Frencb seized iq»^ a 
fiough to qioil Great Britain's jifiilation 
on the occasion of the inauguration of fie 
dam. Pro mp ted by tbe French govern- 
ment, tbe co mpan y ufiicb had submitted 
rieRig nit for the Ham fai fie 1870s sued tbe 
Egyptian government for conqiensation 
for the expense it bad incurred at tii^ 
time. Evidently, fa won its ease and was 
granted compensation in the foern of 
5^^000 feddans of reclaimed land in tbe 
vicinity of the danL 

On Wednesday morning, 10 December 
1902, the train carrying tiie Ifiedive and 
intemarional coiisuls md i qiiesentativa 
arrived at tbe dam for tbe openuig cer- 
emonies. Al-Ahram's correspondent 
wrote: The kbedive wu hailed by an ar- 
tfllcsy salvo after v^ch be proceeded to- 
ward the podium in the company of the 
Duke and Duchess of Connaught, the min- 
isters, His Emmgnffg the Mufti of Egypt 
and His Eminence the Coptic Patriarefi 
The khedive and Tfae minister of works de- 
livered ^leecha very apmopriate to .fib 
momentous oocasioa, after whidi tfae 
Duchess of Coonaugbt was requested to 
lay the final stone on the structure dmost 
four aid a half years after the duke bad 
laid tfae cornerstone." The corre^ndent 
goes on to describe how the duch^ took 
a silver spatuh, applied some cement and 
set tfae final stone securely in place. Tbe 
khedive dien waited over to an dectric 
device and switched it on, rel easing a tor- 
rent of water from seven of tbe shiice 
gates. 

Al-Ahram said: This wondrous marvel 
nhidi ha materialised a great cost stands 
u a monument to science, wisdom, tech- 
nica] prowess and expotise." Nor would 
fa be fie last such occasion. It wcnikl have 
its counterpart in the High Dam smne 60 
years later, but under totally different cir- 
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LATEST TECHNOLOGY 


Nonstop 



REAL AUTHENTICITY 


As off Ocrobor 27. Cairo and Zorich hovo moro in common than fivo Swissair flights a waok. Namoly sta. 


The most striking aspect of the new range is the way 
traditional and nrooem styling cues are combined in an 
elegant new body design. 
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The current JAGUAR range offers the best of today's 
standards in terms of safety, luxury and quality. 
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scheduled servicing free of charge for 3 years, ke^s the 
new range right where it belongs, in a class of its own. 
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SHOWROOM: SERVICX CENTER: 
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